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History of Photography ar.‘).'.‘&m 4sly &
“Camera obscura” is the Latin for "dark chamber." It is the name given to a simple device used to produce images.
It was developed by the Muslim Arab scholar, Ibn Al-Haytham. This lead to the invention of photography. That was
in the eleventh century. In 1826, the French inventor, Joseph Niépce took the first photograph. He used a polished
metal plate and an oil called bitumen, which reacts to light. After this, photographic technology developed quickly,
and taking and developing pictures became cheaper and easier. Photography studios began to pop up in urban areas,
and “photographer” became a real profession.
In 1900, George Eastman invented the Brownie camera, a small, portable camera that was easy to use. Before its
invention, photography was done by professionals. Now, anyone can take a photo.
Though colour photography was invented in the late 1800s, colour film was not used until the 1950s. The digital
camera was invented in 1975, and digital cameras were sold in 1990. Today, more digital cameras are sold than
traditional film cameras.

adapted from education.com

1),/> List two words or phrases from the text that signal the past.

2) Look up the words in bold and use them in a sentence or draw a picture to show the meaning.
3) Rewrite these words to form the correct simple past tense. The words appear in the text too.
a) ookt  took
b) edus
c) bgena
d) vtentined
e) swa

4)“"“’What do you think about Ibn Al-Haytham’s invention “camera obscura”? Discuss your answers with your
family members.
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