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Grade 12 Advanced / Trimester 1 / 2024-2025

Reading Exam

Part:5

After several months of preparation, Lisa finally (1) to present her project to
the committee. She had worked tirelessly, (2) to make sure every detail was
perfect. As she stood in front of the group, she felt a mix of excitement and nerves.
She knew that if she (3) confidently, her work would be appreciated. In the
end, the feedback was better (4) she had expected.

Choose the best option to fill in the gaps:

a) is ready
b) was ready
c) has been ready

a) wanting
b) wants
c) wanted

a) speaks
b) spoke
c¢) had spoken

a) than
b) that
C) as
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Part: 6

It__ (1) that the new community center will provide valuable services to residents.
Currently, several new facilities ___ (2) in the area, including a library and sports
complex. If the city council ___ (3) more funding, they would add even more

amenities. Many believe it ___ (4) one of the most beneficial projects to improve the
local quality of life. Some residents think it may not have as much of animpact ____
(5) some other recent initiatives, but overall, the response has been positive. By the
time it opens, the center ___ (6) used by hundreds of people daily. For families with

young children, it’s expected to be far more useful ___ (7) entertainment centers
nearby. Ultimately, it ___ (8) that community centers play a vital role in social
development.

Choose the best option to fill in the gaps:

o a)hasreported
o b)isreported
o C)reported

: > =
= o a)are being constructed =
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a) will have been
b) has been
c) was being

a) than
b) as
c) with

a) must be acknowledged
b) can acknowledged
c) is acknowledging
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Part:7

The Role of Technology in Modern Education

In recent years, technology has become an integral part of the education system
worldwide. With the rise of digital tools and the internet, students and teachers alike
have gained access to vast resources that have revolutionized how learning and
teaching are conducted.

One of the most significant changes is the way students access information. The
internet allows them to find resources in various formats, including articles, videos,
and interactive platforms, which cater to different learning styles. This accessibility
has made learning more flexible and personalized. For example, students can watch
online tutorials to understand complex concepts at their own pace, something that
was previously not possible in traditional classroom settings.

Furthermore, technology has facilitated communication between students and
teachers. Email, video calls, and online discussion boards enable real-time
communication, which allows for immediate feedback and clarification of doubts.
This has proven particularly helpful during the COVID-19 pandemic, when schools
around the world shifted to online learning. Many students found it easier to engage
in remote learning through platforms like Zoom and Google Classroom, which not
only supported communication but also provided tools for submitting assignments
and tracking progress.

Another benefit of technology is its ability to foster collaboration among students.
Online tools like Google Docs and collaborative platforms such as Padlet allow
students to work together on projects, regardless of their physical location. This
encourages teamwork and enhances their digital literacy, which is an essential skill
for the modern workforce.

Despite the many advantages, the use of technology in education does present
challenges. Issues like the digital divide, where some students lack access to
necessary devices or reliable internet, and the overuse of screen time, which can
negatively impact students' health, are concerns that need to be addressed.
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Choose the best option as an answer to each question:

1. What is one of the main benefits of technology in education mentioned in
the passage?

a) It allows students to learn at a faster pace
b) It makes learning more flexible and personalized
c) It reduces the need for teachers

2. How did online learning platforms like Zoom help students during the
pandemic?

a) They allowed students to attend physical classes
b) They provided opportunities for students to collaborate in person
c) They enabled communication and access to learning materials remotely

3. According to the passage, what is one skill that technology helps
students develop?

a) Cooking skills
b) Digital literacy
c) Public speaking

4. What challenge related to technology in education is highlighted in the
passage?

a) The lack of interest from students
b) The increase in homework load
c) The digital divide and limited access for some students

time in education?

a) Improved physical fithess
b) Better mental health
c) Negative impacts on students' health
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Part:8

A Day of Adventure

It was a crisp autumn morning when Emma decided to take a break from her usual
routine. She had been working long hours at her desk and needed to clear her mind.
With the sun just beginning to rise, she grabbed her backpack, packed a small picnic,
and set off for a hike in the nearby hills.

As Emma made her way through the forest, the sounds of the city slowly faded away,
replaced by the rustling of leaves and the occasional chirp of birds. The trail was
quiet, and the air was fresh, filling her lungs with every step. She felt a sense of calm
that she hadn’t experienced in months. The vibrant colors of the changing leaves
seemed to energize her, and the further she walked, the more connected she felt to
nature.

After an hour, Emma reached the top of the hill. The view was breathtaking. From
there, she could see the entire valley below, with its patchwork of fields and houses.
She found a comfortable spot, unpacked her picnic, and sat down to enjoy the
peaceful surroundings. As she ate, Emma reflected on how important it was to
disconnect from the daily grind every now and then, to recharge and regain
perspective.

When she finished her meal, Emma packed up and headed back down the trail. Her
heart felt lighter, and her mind was clearer. She knew she would return to this place
whenever she needed to escape from the demands of her busy life.
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Choose the best option as an answer to each question:

1. What motivated Emma to go for a hike?

a) She wanted to explore new trails
b) She needed a break from her daily routine
c) She wanted to meet new people

2. How did Emma feel as she hiked through the forest?

a) Anxious and rushed
b) Calm and connected to nature
c) Tired and ready to turn back

3. What lesson did Emma learn from her hike?

a) The importance of taking time to recharge
b) To explore new places every weekend
c) To stay connected to her digital devices
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Part:9

The Impact of Social Media on Society

Social media has become a significant part of modern life, influencing how we
communicate, access information, and even shape our identities. Platforms like
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok have revolutionized the way people
connect, offering instantaneous interaction across the globe. But as these platforms
grow in popularity, they also raise important questions about their influence on both
individuals and society at large.

One concrete effect of social media is its role in communication. It has made staying
in touch with friends, family, and colleagues easier than ever before. Social media
allows users to share photos, videos, and status updates, offering a window into
each other's lives. This has brought people closer, especially those separated by
long distances. However, this immediacy can also lead to superficial interactions. In
some cases, users might replace face-to-face communication with online
exchanges, reducing the depth of relationships.

Another concrete impact is social media’s role in business and marketing.
Companies now use these platforms to promote their products, interact with
customers, and even conduct market research. Through targeted advertising,
businesses can reach very specific audiences, maximizing the effectiveness of their
campaigns. Social media influencers have also emerged, creating careers out of
promoting products to their large followings. While this can be beneficial for
companies, it also raises ethical concerns about consumer manipulation and the
pressure to maintain an idealized image.
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= On a more abstract level, social media plays a significant role in shaping public =
% opinion. News travels faster through these platforms, and events that may have once %
= taken weeks to spread can now reach millions in minutes. While this can be positive =
% for spreading awareness about important issues, it also contributes to the spread of %
= misinformation. The speed at which information circulates often means that facts =
% are not properly verified, leading to the spread of rumors and false narratives. %
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Furthermore, social media can have both positive and negative effects on mental
health. For some, it offers a sense of community and belonging, while others might
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experience anxiety, depression, or feelings of inadequacy due to comparison with
others. The constant pressure to post curated content can also lead to burnout.

As social media continues to evolve, society must find a balance between its
benefits and drawbacks. While it connects us in ways that were once unimaginable,
it also presents challenges that need to be addressed.

Choose the best option as an answer to each question:

1. According to the passage, what is one concrete effect of social media on
communication?

a) It leads to deeper face-to-face relationships
b) It allows users to communicate instantly, regardless of distance
c) It completely replaces in-person interactions

2. What is one concern about the role of social media in business and
marketing?

a) Social media companies do not allow advertising
b) Social media leads to a decrease in consumer interest
c) It raises ethical concerns about consumer manipulation

3. How does social media contribute to the spread of news?

b) By allowing news to spread rapidly
c) By limiting the types of stories that can be shared
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4. Which of the following is a positive effect of social media mentioned in
the passage?

a) It creates a false sense of reality
b) It allows for quick access to important news
c) It decreases the influence of influencers

5. According to the passage, what is a negative effect of social media on
mental health?

a) Itimproves self-esteem by promoting authenticity
b) It encourages positive interactions among people
c) It may cause anxiety or depression due to comparison with others

6. In what way does social media influence public opinion, according to the
passage?

a) It completely eliminates the spread of rumors
b) It helps to verify facts more accurately
c) It spreads news faster, but sometimes without verifying facts

7. What is one of the ethical concerns raised about social media
marketing?
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c) It pressures users to maintain an idealized image
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Part:10

The Influence of Climate Change on Global Ecosystems

Climate change is one of the most pressing issues facing the planet today. Its effects
are felt across the globe, from rising sea levels to changing weather patterns, and it
is having a profound impact on ecosystems everywhere. This environmental shift has
both concrete and abstract consequences, affecting both physical landscapes and
human societies.

One of the most obvious and concrete impacts of climate change is the melting of
polar ice caps and glaciers. As temperatures rise, these ice masses are shrinking at
an alarming rate, contributing to rising sea levels. Coastal communities are
particularly vulnerable, with some areas already experiencing flooding and erosion.
In addition, the melting ice disrupts ecosystems that depend on frozen landscapes,
such asthose inthe Arctic. Species like polar bears, which rely on seaice for hunting,
are facing habitat loss and declining populations.

Another concrete effect is the increasing frequency and intensity of extreme weather
events, such as hurricanes, wildfires, and droughts. These events devastate both
human settlements and wildlife habitats. For instance, wildfires in places like
California and Australia have become more common and intense, destroying
forests, homes, and farmland. Similarly, prolonged droughts in regions such as Sub-
Saharan Africa threaten agriculture, leading to food shortages and economic
instability.
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= On a more abstract level, climate change has social and economic implications. As 5
5 certain areas become increasingly uninhabitable due to environmental destruction, =
= 5
= people are forced to migrate. This creates climate refugees, who must relocate to =
% regions with better living conditions. These migrations can lead to overcrowding, %
=, social tensions, and even conflicts in receiving areas. Furthermore, the financial =]
% burden of responding to climate-related disasters and rebuilding efforts is placing %
% immense pressure on governments and economies worldwide. %
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In the face of these challenges, global efforts to combat climate change have
become more urgent. While significant progress has been made through
international agreements like the Paris Climate Accord, the situation continues to
worsen, highlighting the need for immediate action to mitigate the effects and
prepare for future changes.

Choose the best option as an answer to each question:

1. What is one of the concrete impacts of climate change mentioned in the
passage?

a) Disrupting economic systems globally
b) The increasing frequency of extreme weather events
c¢) Shifting global political powers

2. According to the passage, how is the environment of the Arctic affected
by climate change?

a) The melting ice is disrupting the habitats of species like polar bears
b) The Arctic is experiencing less rainfall and more droughts
c) The region is becoming more suitable for agriculture

3. Whatis one social impact of climate change mentioned in the passage?

a) Climate change leads to global economic growth
b) It causes migration and creates climate refugees
c) ltincreases social harmony among communities
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This SAMPLE EXAM was professionally prepared to precisely match the

rubrics of the reading test according to the first trimester scaffolding.
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