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Unit 1:

Tolerance and Respect 
for Difference

Domain: Moral

Domain: Moral

Unit Description 

In this unit, students recognise the values of 

forgiveness, compassion, and respect for oneself 

and others (within family, school and community) 

regardless of their differences, using vocabulary and 

skills of self-reflection. They also learn the value 

of respect for things (their home, school, other 

people’s properties and their local environment). Self-

reflection is when students think about their ideas, 

motivations and feelings.

The concepts of this unit are divided into five 

lessons designed to answer the central question.

The Central Question

Each unit has a central question. All the lessons are 

structured around this question. Throughout the unit, 

students explore the concept of the central question. In 

this unit, the central question is: Why should we respect 

difference?
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Moral

Exploratory Questions:

How should I treat others? 

Why should I accept 
difference? Why should I 
respect those different from 
myself? 

Should I treat others like 
they treat me?

How can I help others feel 
better?

Whom and what should we 
respect?Why should we 

respect difference?

Lesson 1  Difference and  
Uniqueness

Lesson 2 Respect is a Duty 

Lesson 3  How Would You Like to  
be Treated?

Lesson 4  Helping Others Feel Good

Lesson 5  Put Yourself in My Shoes

Tolerance and 
Respect for 
Difference

Domain

  Unit 1

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies

1
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Learning Outcomes

1. �Realise that we are all different from one another and understand the 

importance of embracing and respecting difference.

2. �Praise and encourage the personal traits that distinguish each person.

3. �Recognise the people and things they should respect.

4. �Understand the concept of treating others the way we wish to be 

treated ourselves. 

5. Identify ways to be understanding of others’ feelings.

6. Acquire a richer vocabulary to express feelings.

CM3: Tolerance and Respect for Difference 

These questions provide an overview of the 

concepts the students will learn from the lessons 

in this unit. 

Exploratory Questions
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Exploratory Questions:

How should I treat others? 

Why should I accept 
difference? Why should I 
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Lesson Objectives

•	 Define same and different
•	 Build awareness that we are 

all unique and special
•	 Recognise that physical and 

personal characteristics 
make us unique

•	 Students respect and 
appreciate the differences in 
others

Learning Outcomes

•	 Realise we are all different from 
one another

•	 Understand why it is important to 
embrace and respect difference

•	 Praise other people’s special 
qualities

Required Materials

•	Coloured cards and crayons
•	Pens
•	Student Book
•	Picture
•	Blue, yellow and green cards for all 
students

Unit 1 Lesson 1  5

Tolerance and Respect for 
Difference

4

1Unit
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 Difference
 and

Uniqueness

Lesson 1  
Vocabulary

different

unique

similar

Choose a classmate. Then draw a picture of him or her 
and stick the drawing to the class board. 

1

Are we similar or different? 
What makes us similar or 
different? And why should 

difference be accepted?

Difference and Uniqueness

3

Grade 2
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies
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Introduction

Key questions: Are we similar or different? What 

makes us similar or different?

Hand out paper. Ask students to work in pairs. Tell 

each student to draw their partner. 

Pin the completed drawings to the board with the 

title ‘My special class’.

Have a discussion about similarities and differences. 

Ask:

•	 Are we all the same?

•	 What do you see that is similar/like others?

•	 What makes us different/unlike others? 

Guide the students to notice similarities and 

differences: age, gender, height, hair and eye 

colour, interests, talents, preferences and any other 

characteristics or qualities. 

Activity 1 (10 minutes)

Contrasting, opposite

Feeling joy, happiness and 
comfort 

Feeling sadness, injustice or 
discomfort

Has common qualities with 
others

Unlike anyone elseUnique

Similar

Positive 

feeling 

Different

Negative 
feeling 

Unit 1 Lesson 1  5

Tolerance and Respect for 
Difference

4
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Activity 2 (20 minutes)

76

2

Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

  Unit 1 Lesson 1

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 02  |  Term 1

There are lots of different animals on Salem’s 
farm. Some are big, others are small. Some  are 
covered in wool, others in feathers. Some eat 
grass, others eat seeds. 
One day, Salem brought along a dog to watch over 
his farm. The other animals gathered in the farm 
yard. They didn’t like the new dog. The sheep said, 
‘Get away from us, strange animal! You’re not like 
us! We don’t want you here with us!’
The chicken said, ‘What are you useful for? Do you 
lay eggs every morning?’ The cow laughed, and 
asked, ‘Do you give milk?’
The animals said together, ‘Go away! We don’t want 
you here with us!’
Salem went up to the animals and talked to them. 
He said, ‘What is wrong with you, my friends? Is 
this how we welcome our guests here to Farmer 
Salem’s farm?’ 
The animals felt ashamed. They looked first at 
each other and then at the dog. And then they all 
said, ‘You are welcome among us. Uncle Salem’s 
farm is for everyone. We’re sorry!”

Salem’s FarmSalem’s Farm

Questions for Discussion
  How do you think the dog felt when he heard what the 

other animals said about him?
 Do you think a dog can be useful on a farm? Why? Let’s think together about the 

following statements.
‘You’re not like us! We don’t 
want you here with us!’Discuss 
them with each other.

Listen to the Story (5 minutes) 

Read the story of ‘Salem’s farm’ twice. Read slowly 

and with expression. Stop to explain any words 

that the students do not understand. 

5
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Moral, Social & Cultural Studies
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There are lots of different animals on Salem’s 
farm. Some are big, others are small. Some  are 
covered in wool, others in feathers. Some eat 
grass, others eat seeds. 
One day, Salem brought along a dog to watch over 
his farm. The other animals gathered in the farm 
yard. They didn’t like the new dog. The sheep said, 
‘Get away from us, strange animal! You’re not like 
us! We don’t want you here with us!’
The chicken said, ‘What are you useful for? Do you 
lay eggs every morning?’ The cow laughed, and 
asked, ‘Do you give milk?’
The animals said together, ‘Go away! We don’t want 
you here with us!’
Salem went up to the animals and talked to them. 
He said, ‘What is wrong with you, my friends? Is 
this how we welcome our guests here to Farmer 
Salem’s farm?’ 
The animals felt ashamed. They looked first at 
each other and then at the dog. And then they all 
said, ‘You are welcome among us. Uncle Salem’s 
farm is for everyone. We’re sorry!”

Salem’s FarmSalem’s Farm

Questions for Discussion
  How do you think the dog felt when he heard what the 

other animals said about him?
 Do you think a dog can be useful on a farm? Why? Let’s think together about the 

following statements.
‘You’re not like us! We don’t 
want you here with us!’Discuss 
them with each other.

Questions for Dialogue (5 minutes)

Ask the questions. Give students time to think 

about and share their answers. Give different 

students opportunities to answer. 

Focus on showing the feelings of the different 

animals at each point in the story. 

Let’s think (10 minutes)

Ask each student to think about the meaning of 

each statement. 

Ask questions to guide the students:

Why don’t the animals want the dog to join them?

How would you feel if you were a new student 

joining the class for the first time?

Differentiated Learning
• �The teacher forms two groups, asking each one 

to discuss what they have thought about.

  -  �The low ability students can explain their 

ideas through a drawing.

  - �The high ability students can act a role that 

shows the importance of accepting others.

• �The teacher gives each group the opportunity 

to express what they have understood from the 

statement.

Conclusion One: Understanding the differences 

and having a positive view of things (and people) 

because our difference from one another is what 

makes us special.

Conclusion Two: It is important to express our 

feelings, be thoughtful and talk in a positive 

way.
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Picture activity (4 minutes)
The students look at the picture. In pairs, 
they identify similarities and differences 
between the children in the picture. 

Write down differences (6 minutes)
Students list the differences they find in 
the picture.
 
Differences: gender; hair; positions 
(sitting/standing); colours of their 
T-shirts; some holding the trophy, others 
not. 

Similarities: all wearing shorts and 
T-shirts; all looking happy; all about the 
same age; all looking at the camera.

Focus on the point that we are all 
different, and difference is good because 
it makes us interesting and special. 

Activity 3 (10 minutes)

  Unit 1 Lesson 1 98
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1.  What similarities can you see among the children 
in the photograph? What differences can you see? 
Discuss with the class.

3 How are we similar? How are we different?
Write:

1. The name of your favourite food on the blue card.

2. The name of your favourite sport on the yellow card.

3. The name of your favourite book on the green card.

4

2.	 	Write	down	five	differences	you	can	see	between	
the children.

a. ....................... c. ....................... e. .......................

Write what the children have in common. .............................

b. ....................... d. .......................

Collect all the cards of each colour together. Compare your 
answers with the answers of your classmates.

Blue Food 
Cards

Green Book 
Cards

Yellow Sport 
Cards

Speak to two members of your family. Tell them:

We are different because ..................
We are similar because .....................
I like .....................

5
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Conclusion (10 minutes)

Students work in groups. 

Hand out coloured cards. Ask each 
students to write:

•	 Their favourite food on a blue card

•	 Their favourite sport on a yellow card

•	 their favourite TV channel on a green 
card.

Afterwards, each student puts each card 
into a bowl matching its colour. 

Write the headings Favourite food, 
Favourite sport and Favourite TV channel 
on the board. 

Split the students into three groups. 
Each group gets one bowl. They write 
the answers on the board under the 
matching heading. 

Discuss the answers with the class. 
Promote the concept of embracing both 
similarities and differences.  

Activity 4 (10 minutes)

Choose two family members and tell them  
(10 minutes) 

This activity is optional. 

Ask: Think about your family. Think of someone that is very special. What makes this person 
unique and special?

Ask students to think of two family members to whom they want to express admiration and 
appreciation for their similarities and differences. 

Encourage the students to notice unique characteristics and to express their appreciation 
for these. 

Conclusion (5 minutes)

Review the key concepts explored in the lesson and encourage students to reflect on what 
they have learned:

•	 I have learned to show compassion for other people’s feelings. 
•	 I have learned that differences are good because they make us special. 
•	 I have learned to show compassions for other people’s feelings.

Activity 5 (15 minutes)

  Unit 1 Lesson 1 98
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in the photograph? What differences can you see? 
Discuss with the class.

3 How are we similar? How are we different?
Write:

1. The name of your favourite food on the blue card.

2. The name of your favourite sport on the yellow card.

3. The name of your favourite book on the green card.

4

2.	 	Write	down	five	differences	you	can	see	between	
the children.

a. ....................... c. ....................... e. .......................

Write what the children have in common. .............................

b. ....................... d. .......................

Collect all the cards of each colour together. Compare your 
answers with the answers of your classmates.

Blue Food 
Cards

Green Book 
Cards

Yellow Sport 
Cards

Speak to two members of your family. Tell them:

We are different because ..................
We are similar because .....................
I like .....................

5
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Lesson Objectives

•	 Respect the differences in others

•	 Define ‘Respect’ and how it can be expressed

•	 Analyze whom and what to respect

•	 Implement a charter of respect for the classroom

Learning Outcomes

•	 Determine  whom and what to respect

Required Materials

Student Book

1Unit

Respect 
is a Duty

Lesson 2

Let’s talk about our hobbies.

Describe a task that you can do well and that makes you stand out.

1

Whom and what should we respect?  
Why can difference be regarded as positive?

Vocabulary

I respect the law

 careduty

 accepting other
points of view

 other people’s
needs

respect

tolerance

6

Tolerance and Respect for 
Difference1Unit
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Ask students to think of a job or a hobby that they do 

well. 

Ask each student to come up to the front of the class 

to tell their classmates about something they are 

good at. 

Emphasise that we are all good at different things. 

Difference and uniqueness are positive, because they 

make us interesting and special. 

Activity 1 (10 minutes)

1Unit

Respect 
is a Duty

Lesson 2

Let’s talk about our hobbies.

Describe a task that you can do well and that makes you stand out.

1

Whom and what should we respect?  
Why can difference be regarded as positive?

Vocabulary

I respect the law

 careduty

 accepting other
points of view

 other people’s
needs

respect

tolerance

6

Tolerance and Respect for 
Difference1Unit
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Considering and appreciating 
other people’s feelings

I follow the rules of the law; I 
apply the law

What someone has to do

To look after something or 
someone

Respect

I respecting the 
law

Duty

Care 

Forgiveness and maintaining 
good relationshipsTolerance 

Respecting the opinions and 
views of other people

Accepting other 
points of view

The things that other people 
require

Other people’s 
needs  
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Listen to the story (5 minutes) 

Read the story of ‘Chaos at the Farm’ twice. Read 

slowly and with expression. Stop to explain any 

words that the students do not understand. 

Activity 2 (15 minutes)

98

2
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One day, chaos spread throughout the farm, leaving 
hay and wood scattered everywhere.
‘What’s going on? Why all this mess?’, said  
Farmer Salem.
‘I’m not responsible! I did my job and woke up early. 
“Cock a doodle doo!’”, answered the rooster.
The chicken interrupted him, saying, ‘And I laid a 
large egg’.’ The cow shouted, ‘I want water! Where’s 
my water?’
The sheep shouted, ‘I want grass, I’m hungry!’
At that moment, Salem’s nephew, Rashid, entered 
the farm and greeted everyone. ‘Good morning, my 
friends,’ he said.’
‘Good morning and welcome!’ said Salem. Come 
over here, Rashid!’
The animals continued to cause chaos, accusing one 
another of different things, and demanding food and 
water.
Salem turned to them and said, ‘Enough! I can’t 
understand anything any more! How can we 
communicate if everyone talks at the same time? 
Haven’t you noticed Rashid is here? Why haven’t you 
greeted him like you said you would?’ 

The animals looked at one another and realised their 
mistake. They apologised to Salem and then to one 
another. Then each of them greeted Rashid.

Chaos on the FarmChaos on the Farm

Questions for Discussion

  What did the chicken do when the rooster was 
speaking? What does this show?

  The animals were all speaking at the same time. What 
do we call this situation?

  Find another example of behaviour that shows 
disrespect.

 What did the animals do after realising their mistake?

Let’s think together: Where in 
the story did the animals show 
respect? 

Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates
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Questions for Discussion (5 minutes)

Ask the questions for dialogue.  Give students time 

to think before sharing their answers. Give different 

students opportunities to answer. 

Focus on examples that promote respect. Ask the 

students to give examples of respectful treatment of 

others, for example:

•	 Greeting others

•	 Responding when others greet us

•	 Considering others’ feelings

•	 Being patient and tolerant

•	 Apologising for our mistakes

•	 Being friendly with others. 

Let’s Think (5 minutes)

Ask the students to work in groups.  They are to 

identify examples of respect in the story. 

Differentiated Learning
If necessary, divide the class into two groups. 

Ask the low ability group to find an example of 

respectful behaviour from the story (the animals’ 

apologies to Salem and to each other). 

Ask the high ability group to discuss why apologies 

are important. 

98

2
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One day, chaos spread throughout the farm, leaving 
hay and wood scattered everywhere.
‘What’s going on? Why all this mess?’, said  
Farmer Salem.
‘I’m not responsible! I did my job and woke up early. 
“Cock a doodle doo!’”, answered the rooster.
The chicken interrupted him, saying, ‘And I laid a 
large egg’.’ The cow shouted, ‘I want water! Where’s 
my water?’
The sheep shouted, ‘I want grass, I’m hungry!’
At that moment, Salem’s nephew, Rashid, entered 
the farm and greeted everyone. ‘Good morning, my 
friends,’ he said.’
‘Good morning and welcome!’ said Salem. Come 
over here, Rashid!’
The animals continued to cause chaos, accusing one 
another of different things, and demanding food and 
water.
Salem turned to them and said, ‘Enough! I can’t 
understand anything any more! How can we 
communicate if everyone talks at the same time? 
Haven’t you noticed Rashid is here? Why haven’t you 
greeted him like you said you would?’ 

The animals looked at one another and realised their 
mistake. They apologised to Salem and then to one 
another. Then each of them greeted Rashid.

Chaos on the FarmChaos on the Farm

Questions for Discussion

  What did the chicken do when the rooster was 
speaking? What does this show?

  The animals were all speaking at the same time. What 
do we call this situation?

  Find another example of behaviour that shows 
disrespect.

 What did the animals do after realising their mistake?

Let’s think together: Where in 
the story did the animals show 
respect? 
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Match the expressions to the suitable situations 

of respect.                                           

 

The correct answer:

a -   3

b -  4

c  -  1

d  -   2                                                              

Focus on how each picture shows respect.

Activity 3 (5 minutes)
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4Match the expressions to the pictures.
3. Being helpful  1. Respecting other people’s needs
4. Accepting different interests2. Speaking honestly when necessary

In your environment, whom and what do you respect?
Think of one person, one animal and one thing. Draw them in the boxes 
below in situations where they are being shown respect. 

   

Our class rules3

5
b:

d:

a:

c:

Work 
in groups. 

Brainstorm a set 
of class rules. Make 

sure you include 
rules related to 
the concept of 

respect.
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Drawing activity 

This activity is optional. (10 minutes)

Invite students to draw something or someone they respect. This may include family, 

home, friends, teachers, items at home and in the classroom. Afterwards, students 

explain and justify their drawing selections. 

Review the key concepts explored in the lesson and encourage students to reflect on 

what they have learned. 

Respect can be defined as:

•	 Listening to others without interruption, and Accepting their point of view

•	 Considering the feelings of others. 

•	 Being patient and tolerant

•	 Honesty

•	 Apologising when necessary. 

Respect starts  within the family and continues at school, in the community and in 

greater society. Respect makes us feel satisfied with ourselves and others.  

Conclusion

Invite the students to brainstorm some rules for 

respect in the classroom. Examples may include:

•	 Keep the classroom clean

•	 Listen when others speak

•	 Use polite language such as ‘Excuse me’, ‘Please’ 

and ‘Thank you’.

Collect the suggestions and work together to make a 

Class Charter. Students promise to respect the laws 

of their charter. 

Activity 5 (10 minutes)

Activity 4 (15 minutes)
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4Match the expressions to the pictures.
3. Being helpful  1. Respecting other people’s needs
4. Accepting different interests2. Speaking honestly when necessary

In your environment, whom and what do you respect?
Think of one person, one animal and one thing. Draw them in the boxes 
below in situations where they are being shown respect. 

   

Our class rules3

5
b:

d:

a:

c:

Work 
in groups. 

Brainstorm a set 
of class rules. Make 

sure you include 
rules related to 
the concept of 

respect.
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Lesson Objectives

•	 To understand the expression ‘Treat others as you 
would like to be treated’

•	 To understand the expression ‘Do not treat others 
in ways you would not like to be treated’

•	 Identify actions and behaviours we like and dislike  

Learning Outcomes 

•	 Understand that we must treat others the way 
we wish to be treated

•	 Identify strategies to help understand the 
feelings of others.

Required Materials

Cards with different emotions written on them
Student Book

  Unit 1 Lesson 3  1312
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Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference

How 
Would You 
Like to be 
Treated?

Lesson 3

Do I understand other people’s feelings?

You are going to play a game using ‘emotion cards’.

 �The�teacher�puts�the�emotion�cards�in�a�bowl.�

 Pick�a�card.

 �Mime�the�word�on�the�card.

 �The�other�students�try�to�guess�the�emotion�you�are�miming.�They�can�ask�

questions�to�help�them�guess:�‘When�would�you�feel�this�emotion�...?’

1

Should we treat others in the way we 
would like them to treat us? How can 

we gain a better understanding of 
other people’s feelings?

Vocabulary

cooperative

good listenerfriendly

decent behaviour

treating others as 
they treat us

good treatmentbad treatment

1Unit

How Would You Like to be 
Treated?

15
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Understanding the feelings of others  
(10 minutes)

Write different feelings (such as happy, sad, afraid, 
surprised, worried, lonely, angry, confused) on 
cards. Put the cards in a bowl. 

Students take it in turns to pick a card from the bowl. 
Each student looks at a card. They perform the word 
on the card using only their faces and bodies. The 
rest of the class should guess the feeling. 

Allow as many students as possible to participate. 

Encourage students to give reasons for why 
they feel a certain feeling. What makes you feel 
sad? What makes you happy? Angry? Confused? 
Encourage students to express their feelings about 
the different types of treatment they receive from 
others.  

At the end, guide students to notice:
I understand others when I put myself in their shoes 
and feel what they feel. 

Activity 1 (10 minutes)
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Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference

How 
Would You 
Like to be 
Treated?

Lesson 3

Do I understand other people’s feelings?

You are going to play a game using ‘emotion cards’.

 �The�teacher�puts�the�emotion�cards�in�a�bowl.�

 Pick�a�card.

 �Mime�the�word�on�the�card.

 �The�other�students�try�to�guess�the�emotion�you�are�miming.�They�can�ask�

questions�to�help�them�guess:�‘When�would�you�feel�this�emotion�...?’

1

Should we treat others in the way we 
would like them to treat us? How can 

we gain a better understanding of 
other people’s feelings?

Vocabulary

cooperative

good listenerfriendly

decent behaviour

treating others as 
they treat us

good treatmentbad treatment

1Unit

Exchanging things with others 
in a fair way; giving and taking 
evenly

Helpful; works with others

Someone who listens attentively

Loving

Treating others 
as they treat us

Cooperative

Treatment that makes someone 
feel satisfied and happy

Treatment that makes someone 
feel dissatisfied and sad

Good and polite behaviour

Good listener  

Friendly 

 Good
 treatment  

Bad treatment 

 Decent
 behaviour
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Activity 2 (15 minutes)

1514

2
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One day, Farmer Salem took his daughter Nour to visit 
his�brother.�Salem�and�his�brother�drank�coffee�in�the�
living�room.�Nour�and�her�cousin�Rashid�went�into�the�
garden�to�play.�Nour�saw�two�bicycles,�a�big�blue�one�
and�a�little�red�one,�in�the�corner�of�the�garden.�After�
she�asked�Rashid�for�permission,�Nour�rode�the�big�
blue�bicycle,�and�Rashid�rode�the�little�red�one.�They�
cycled�around�the�garden.�Then,�Majid,�Rashid’s�younger�
brother,�came�along�and�said,�‘Get�off!�Get�off�my�
bicycle,�now!’�Then,�Majid�grabbed�hold�of�his�brother’s�
clothes�and�said,�‘Who�gave�you�permission�to�ride�my�
bicycle?

Rashid�got�off�the�bike�and�tried�to�push�his�brother.�
Majid�was�crying�and�shouting.�At�that�moment,�their�
mother�came�out�with�some�glasses�of�juice�on�a�tray.
She�put�the�tray�down�on�the�table.�Then�she�said�to�
her�two�children,�‘Let’s�think!�How�do�we�all�like�to�be�
treated�by�other�people?’�She�looked�at�Majid�and�said,�
‘You,�Majid.�Don’t�you�like�to�play�with�your�brother’s�
ball�sometimes?�What�if�he�wouldn’t�let�you�have�it?’�
Then�she�turned�to�Rashid,�saying,�‘What�about�you,�

At Rashid’sAt Rashid’s

Questions for Discussion

� �Nour�asked�Rashid’s�permission�before�riding�his�bicycle.�

Was�she�right�to�do�this?

� �How�did�Majid�feel�when�he�saw�his�brother�riding�his�

bicycle?�If�the�bicycle�was�yours,�would�you�have�acted�in�

the�same�way?

� �What�could�Rashid�have�done�to�stop�the�fight�with�his�

brother?

Let’s think about and try to 
explain this statement: ‘Always 
treat other people in the same 
way that you would like to be 
treated.’ 

Rashid?�Do�you�like�when�your�brother�pushes�you�and�
you�fall�over?’

The�two�boys�felt�ashamed.�Then�they�smiled�at�each�
other.
Their�mother�laughed�and�said,�‘Now�I’m�happy!’�It’s�so�
nice�when�we’re�all�living�together�so�peacefully,� 
and�happily.’
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Listen to the Story  (5 minutes)

Read the story of ‘At Rashid’s’ twice. Read slowly 

and with expression. Stop to explain any words that 

the students do not understand. 
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Questions for Discussion  (5 minutes)

Pose the questions. Give students time to consider 

and share their answers. Give different students 

opportunities to participate. 

Focus on why the two brothers fought. 

Explain the word treatment. Our treatment of 

others is the way we talk and act towards them. 

Emphasise how the brothers treated each other. 

Ask: How would you feel if someone treated you 

like that?

Make students aware that the expression ‘Treat 

others the same way you would like to be treated’ is 

different to ‘Treating others as they treat you’. Ask: 

What happens if someone treats you badly? What 

happens if you treat them the same way? Is this 

what we mean by ‘Treat others the same way you 

would like to be treated’? Why not?

Let’s think (5 minutes)

Ask students to think about the statement ‘Treat 

others the same way you would like to be 

treated.’

Ask them to explain in their own words what it 

means. Ask: How do you like to be treated? How 

should you treat others?

Guide them to see the importance of treating 

others as they wish to be treated themselves.

1514
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One day, Farmer Salem took his daughter Nour to visit 
his�brother.�Salem�and�his�brother�drank�coffee�in�the�
living�room.�Nour�and�her�cousin�Rashid�went�into�the�
garden�to�play.�Nour�saw�two�bicycles,�a�big�blue�one�
and�a�little�red�one,�in�the�corner�of�the�garden.�After�
she�asked�Rashid�for�permission,�Nour�rode�the�big�
blue�bicycle,�and�Rashid�rode�the�little�red�one.�They�
cycled�around�the�garden.�Then,�Majid,�Rashid’s�younger�
brother,�came�along�and�said,�‘Get�off!�Get�off�my�
bicycle,�now!’�Then,�Majid�grabbed�hold�of�his�brother’s�
clothes�and�said,�‘Who�gave�you�permission�to�ride�my�
bicycle?

Rashid�got�off�the�bike�and�tried�to�push�his�brother.�
Majid�was�crying�and�shouting.�At�that�moment,�their�
mother�came�out�with�some�glasses�of�juice�on�a�tray.
She�put�the�tray�down�on�the�table.�Then�she�said�to�
her�two�children,�‘Let’s�think!�How�do�we�all�like�to�be�
treated�by�other�people?’�She�looked�at�Majid�and�said,�
‘You,�Majid.�Don’t�you�like�to�play�with�your�brother’s�
ball�sometimes?�What�if�he�wouldn’t�let�you�have�it?’�
Then�she�turned�to�Rashid,�saying,�‘What�about�you,�

At Rashid’sAt Rashid’s

Questions for Discussion

� �Nour�asked�Rashid’s�permission�before�riding�his�bicycle.�

Was�she�right�to�do�this?

� �How�did�Majid�feel�when�he�saw�his�brother�riding�his�

bicycle?�If�the�bicycle�was�yours,�would�you�have�acted�in�

the�same�way?

� �What�could�Rashid�have�done�to�stop�the�fight�with�his�

brother?

Let’s think about and try to 
explain this statement: ‘Always 
treat other people in the same 
way that you would like to be 
treated.’ 

Rashid?�Do�you�like�when�your�brother�pushes�you�and�
you�fall�over?’

The�two�boys�felt�ashamed.�Then�they�smiled�at�each�
other.
Their�mother�laughed�and�said,�‘Now�I’m�happy!’�It’s�so�
nice�when�we’re�all�living�together�so�peacefully,� 
and�happily.’
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Dialogue and role play (10 minutes)

Students work in pairs. They describe to each other what 
they like and don’t like hearing others say about them. 

Encourage the students to express themselves clearly. 

Direct them to make an agreement about how they will 
treat each other in future. Emphasise the following 
messages:
It is important to consider the feelings of others. When 
others treat us well, we feel satisfied and happy.  

Understanding the feelings of others

Read out the different situations. Explain to the 
students that they need to fill in the table. First 
they should imagine the feelings of the person, and 
then suggest what they would do to help. 

Differentiated Learning
If differentiating, divide the class into two 
groups. The low ability group can focus on the 
appropriate action required for each situation. 
The high ability group should focus on the 
appropriate action and justify their choices with 
reasons. 

Encourage students to recognise how others are 
feeling. Promote the message ‘We should treat 
others the way we want them to treat us.’  

Activity 4 (10 minutes)

Activity 3 (10 minutes)

  Unit 1 Lesson 3  1716
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Work in groups. Choose one of the two situations 
below. Remember the statement ‘Always treat others 
as you would like them to treat you.’ Now, use role play 
to show the rest of the class how your group would act 
in this situation.

3 5
How well do you understand the feelings of other 
people? What would you do in the situations below?

What I would do in this 
situation

The other person’s 
feelings

The situation

My classmate left 
his pen at home 

My classmate 
fell over in the 
playground

On the first day 
of school, my 
classmate missed 
his mother

My sister broke 
her toy

Kushbo shouted at 
a classmate during a 

class discussion.

4 Agreement between my friend and me.

Tell�your�classmate�what�you�would�and�wouldn’t�like�to�hear�them�say.

I�like�it�when�you�tell�me�...........................................

I�don’t�like�it�when�you�tell�me�...........................................

Nazih refused to 
play football with his 
classmate, Sam. He 
said mean things to 

Sam.

My classmate left 
his pen at home

The situation

Embarrassment

Other person’s 

feelings

I gave him 
my pen

How I would act 

in this situation

My classmate fell 
in the playground Pain I took her to 

the nurse

The first day of 
school, my classmate 
missed his mother

Loneliness I hugged him

My sister broke 
her toy Anger I shared my own 

toy with her
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Students choose one of three scenarios. They 
create and role play an appropriate conclusion to 
the scenario.

Allow students sufficient time to practise their role 
plays before performing them to the class. They 
may act out the scenes themselves or use puppets. 

Constantly remind students of the saying ‘Treat 
others the same way you would like to be treated.’

Activity 5 (10 minutes)
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Work in groups. Choose one of the two situations 
below. Remember the statement ‘Always treat others 
as you would like them to treat you.’ Now, use role play 
to show the rest of the class how your group would act 
in this situation.

3 5
How well do you understand the feelings of other 
people? What would you do in the situations below?

What I would do in this 
situation

The other person’s 
feelings

The situation

My classmate left 
his pen at home 

My classmate 
fell over in the 
playground

On the first day 
of school, my 
classmate missed 
his mother

My sister broke 
her toy

Kushbo shouted at 
a classmate during a 

class discussion.

4 Agreement between my friend and me.

Tell�your�classmate�what�you�would�and�wouldn’t�like�to�hear�them�say.

I�like�it�when�you�tell�me�...........................................

I�don’t�like�it�when�you�tell�me�...........................................

Nazih refused to 
play football with his 
classmate, Sam. He 
said mean things to 

Sam.

Sum up the key concepts explored in the lesson and encourage students to reflect on 
what they have learned:

•	 I have learned to treat others as I would like to be treated. 
•	 I have learned to consider the feelings of others. 
•	 I have learned that I can get a better understanding of how others feel if I put 

myself in their shoes and communicate well. 
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Lesson Objectives

•	 Building awareness and an understanding of 
the positive and negative feelings of the people 
around us

•	 Recognising and applying verbal and non-verbal 
communication

•	 Attain the skills to show compassion and offer 
help

Learning outcomes

•	 Use key vocabulary to express feelings

Required Materials

•	 Student Book
•	 Cards showing pictures conveying different 

feelings
•	 A set of envelopes containing statements (see 

Activity 4)
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Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference

Helping 
Others Feel 

Good

Lesson 4

Identifying feelings

Look at the faces of the people below. How do you think each person feels?

Discuss with your classmates why you think the people feel that way.

1

In this lesson, I will learn how I can 
help others feel good.

Vocabulary

scared

sad excited

happy

helpful

bored

confused compassionate

shyangry

1Unit

Helping Others Feel Good
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Discover the feelings

Before the lesson, prepare cards with pictures 
showing different feelings. You can copy the 
pictures from the Student Book, or draw your own. 

Divide the students into mixed ability groups. 
Distribute the cards. 

Explain that each picture shows people expressing 
their feelings through body language. Body 
language includes signals such as facial expression, 
posture, gestures and reactions.

Each group identifies the feeling expressed by the 
pictures. They explain to their classmates how they 
formed their opinions. The class may vote to decide 
which opinions are the most valid. 

Lead the class to see that other people’s body 
language shows us how they are feeling.  

Activity 1  (5 minutes)  

Unit 1 Lesson 4 191818
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference

Helping 
Others Feel 

Good

Lesson 4

Identifying feelings

Look at the faces of the people below. How do you think each person feels?

Discuss with your classmates why you think the people feel that way.

1

In this lesson, I will learn how I can 
help others feel good.

Vocabulary

scared

sad excited

happy

helpful

bored

confused compassionate

shyangry

1Unit

Helpful

Annoyed and upset; on edge

Unhappy; in low spirits

Joyful; glad; satisfied

Afraid

Fidgety; feeling a strong desire 
to do something

Troubled or puzzled; unsure 
about something

Feeling bashful; timid

Uninterested; experiencing 
dullness

Tender; gracious; has a spirit of 
solidarity

Cooperative ; does things for 
other people

Angry

Sad 

Happy

Scared 

Excited

Confused 

Shy 

Bored 

Compassionate

Helpful
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Listen to the Story (5 minutes)

Read the story of ‘Every Problem Has a Solution’ 

twice. Read slowly and with expression. Stop 

to explain any words that the students do not 

understand. 

Activity 2 (15 minutes)

2120
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2 One day, when Nour came home from school, she looked 
angry, worried and sad. Her father, Farmer Salem, asked 
her, ‘What’s the problem? Why do you look so sad, my 
dear?
‘I was playing a game with my friends. I lost the game, 
and I got very angry. I asked them to start again but they 
said no. Then, they left me by myself and started playing 
without me.’
‘I think your classmates went away because you were a bad 
loser. What if you won and they 
lost? Would you be happy to 
start again?’
Nour looked down and said, 
‘I feel angry. No one pays any 
attention to me. Even the farm 
animals turn away when I walk 
up to them.’
Salem said, ‘The farm animals 
turn away from you because you don’t take care of them. 
Everyone needs someone else’s attention!’
‘Listen to me, Nour!’ he said. ‘I have an idea. Let’s invite 
your friends to a fun day on the farm?’
Nour said, ‘Great idea! But what if they don’t want to 
come?’

Every Problem Every Problem 
Has a SolutionHas a Solution

Questions for Discussion
 How should we act if we lose a game?
  In the story, which situation makes you think about the 

statement, ‘Put yourself in my shoes’?
  What does Salem mean by the statement, ‘Everyone needs 

someone else’s attention’? 
  How did the negative feelings between the group of friends turn 

into positive ones?
  What should Nour have done if her friends had said no to her 

invitation to the farm?

Let’s think about this statement: 
‘For every problem there’s a 
solution, and a simple act can go a 
long way’. Talk to your classmates 
about what it means.

‘Let’s try!’ said Salem.
Nour was really surprised when her friends came.They 
were kind to her and to the farm animals. It was a great 
day! The children played hide-and-seek together all over 
the farm. Later, Nour’s mother called them to come in for 
some biscuits and a lovely glass of Jallab. Nour felt very 
happy and said, ‘For every problem there’s a solution, and 
a simple act can go a long way.’

Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates
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Ask the prescribed questions. Allow students time 

to consider their answers before sharing. Give a 

range of students the opportunity to answer. 

Ask: If I were in the other person’s shoes, how 

would I feel? How would I act in this situation?

Through the discussion, lead the students to see 

the importance of putting themselves in other 

people’s shoes. This skill will help them to behave 

appropriately with others. 

Stress the importance of paying equal attention 

to everyone. Everyone needs to feel that they are 

being listened to and heard.       

Read the statement aloud. Independently, students 

should consider what the statement means to 

them. 

Divide the students into mixed ability groups. Each 

group is required to discuss the meaning of the 

statement and link it back to the story. 

Afterwards, guide students to conclude that there 

is always a way to solve a problem. Sometimes a 

simple act can turn negative feelings into positive 

ones. 

Questions for Discussion (5 minutes)

Let’s Think (5 minutes)

2120
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2 One day, when Nour came home from school, she looked 
angry, worried and sad. Her father, Farmer Salem, asked 
her, ‘What’s the problem? Why do you look so sad, my 
dear?
‘I was playing a game with my friends. I lost the game, 
and I got very angry. I asked them to start again but they 
said no. Then, they left me by myself and started playing 
without me.’
‘I think your classmates went away because you were a bad 
loser. What if you won and they 
lost? Would you be happy to 
start again?’
Nour looked down and said, 
‘I feel angry. No one pays any 
attention to me. Even the farm 
animals turn away when I walk 
up to them.’
Salem said, ‘The farm animals 
turn away from you because you don’t take care of them. 
Everyone needs someone else’s attention!’
‘Listen to me, Nour!’ he said. ‘I have an idea. Let’s invite 
your friends to a fun day on the farm?’
Nour said, ‘Great idea! But what if they don’t want to 
come?’

Every Problem Every Problem 
Has a SolutionHas a Solution

Questions for Discussion
 How should we act if we lose a game?
  In the story, which situation makes you think about the 

statement, ‘Put yourself in my shoes’?
  What does Salem mean by the statement, ‘Everyone needs 

someone else’s attention’? 
  How did the negative feelings between the group of friends turn 

into positive ones?
  What should Nour have done if her friends had said no to her 

invitation to the farm?

Let’s think about this statement: 
‘For every problem there’s a 
solution, and a simple act can go a 
long way’. Talk to your classmates 
about what it means.

‘Let’s try!’ said Salem.
Nour was really surprised when her friends came.They 
were kind to her and to the farm animals. It was a great 
day! The children played hide-and-seek together all over 
the farm. Later, Nour’s mother called them to come in for 
some biscuits and a lovely glass of Jallab. Nour felt very 
happy and said, ‘For every problem there’s a solution, and 
a simple act can go a long way.’
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Drawing activity

Read out the instructions.

Each student draws two pictures in their book, 

one reflecting a sad situation and the other 

reflecting a happy situation.  

Once the drawings are complete, students can 

form groups to discuss their pictures. Encourage 

them to use the following statements:

•	 I feel happy when...

•	 I feel sad when... 

This activity gives students an opportunity to 

express their feelings using words. 

Activity 3 (10 minutes) 
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Role play in pairs4Think of two things that have happened to you, one that 
made you happy and one that made you sad. Draw a 
picture of yourself in each situation in the boxes below. 
Then talk about your feelings with your classmates.

3

happy sad

 Scared and
 Worried

 In Pain and
 Bored

 Angry and Shy

 Left Out and
Sad

Student A: Choose an envelope. Read the words 

on the piece of paper that’s inside the envelope.

Act out the words. 

Student B: Put yourself in your partner’s shoes. 

Do you understand what your partner is feeling? 

How can you help them to feel better?

Discuss with a partner5
Talk to your partner 

about a time when you 
felt a particular way. Tell 

your partner how you 
felt then and what you 

wanted to happen.
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Role play.

• � The teacher divides the students into pairs of 

one beginner and one advanced student, if 

possible.

• � The teacher asks one student from each pair 

to choose an envelope containing one of the 

following statements: Fear and Worry, Pain and 

Boredom, Anger and Embarrassment, Exclusion 

and Sadness.

Differentiated Learning
•  Beginners: They read the statement and act out 

the feelings in front of their pair.

• Advanced Students: They put themselves in the 

other person’s shoes and help them feel better.

Students conclude the importance of 

compassion, making others feel better and 

talking to them in a positive way. The teacher 

also links this to what students have learnt in the 

previous lesson: ‘Treat other people the same 

way you would like to be treated’.

Activity 4 (15 minutes) 

Discussion activity

Students work in pairs. Each student discusses with their partner a situation that 

made them feel a particular way. Ask students to concentrate on what they wished 

had happened at the time. Help students to express their feelings.  

Review the key concepts explored in the lesson and encourage students to reflect 

on what they have learned:

•	 I have learned that I can understand more about how others are feeling from 

their body language.

•	 I have learned that I can be compassionate and help others feel better when they 

are feeling bad.

•	 I have learned that positive statements are a good way to make others feel 

better. 

Activity 5 (5 minutes)  
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Role play in pairs4Think of two things that have happened to you, one that 
made you happy and one that made you sad. Draw a 
picture of yourself in each situation in the boxes below. 
Then talk about your feelings with your classmates.

3

happy sad

 Scared and
 Worried

 In Pain and
 Bored

 Angry and Shy

 Left Out and
Sad

Student A: Choose an envelope. Read the words 

on the piece of paper that’s inside the envelope.

Act out the words. 

Student B: Put yourself in your partner’s shoes. 

Do you understand what your partner is feeling? 

How can you help them to feel better?

Discuss with a partner5
Talk to your partner 

about a time when you 
felt a particular way. Tell 

your partner how you 
felt then and what you 

wanted to happen.
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Lesson Objectives

•	 Become familiar with the concept of compassion

•	 To understand the importance of being able to 

put ourselves in another person’s shoes

•	 To show gratitude for compassion

•	 Learn how to show compassion daily through 

actions and words

Learning Outcomes: 

•	 Understand the importance of treating others 

the way they wish to be treated themselves

•	 Identify ways to better understand others

Required Materials

•	 Image 

•	 Display screen (if possible)

•	 Student Book

•	 Coloured cards and crayons

•	 Pens

Unit 1 Lesson 5 2524
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Put 
Yourself in 
My Shoes

  Lesson 5

Look at the pictures of this man below. How do you think he 
feels? What would you say to him if you met him?

1

In this lesson, I will learn how to 
be understanding and how to show 

compassion to others.

Vocabulary

compassionate

loving caring

appreciativeunderstanding 

Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference1Unit

Put Yourself in My Shoes
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Imagining being in my mother’s shoes

Pose the questions: What is compassion? How do we 

show it? Why do we show compassion to others?

Show the students the pictures of the mother. 

Enlarge and display on a screen if possible. 

Ask the students to imagine how the mother feels 

doing these activities. How does she feel early in 

the morning? How does she feel after completing 

all these tasks? Would you find it easy to do these 

things while holding a small child?

Encourage the students to suggest possible 

feelings (loving, energetic, rushed, tired, exhausted, 

pressured) the mother might be experiencing. Have 

the students express their feelings of appreciation 

using compassion rather than pity. 

Compassion is imagining oneself in the other 

person’s shoes, understanding how they may feel. It 

is different from pity.  

Activity 1 (5 minutes)
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Put 
Yourself in 
My Shoes

  Lesson 5

Look at the pictures of this man below. How do you think he 
feels? What would you say to him if you met him?

1

In this lesson, I will learn how to 
be understanding and how to show 

compassion to others.

Vocabulary

compassionate

loving caring

appreciativeunderstanding 

Tolerance and Respect  
for Difference1Unit

Accepting and believing what 
other people say or thinkUnderstanding

Tender; gracious; has a spirit of 
solidarityCompassionate

Aware of the value of people 
and thingsAppreciative

Friendly; showing love and careLoving 

Looking after people and thingsCaring
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Listen to the Story (5 minutes)

Read the story of ‘Our New Neighbour, Bruno twice. 

Read slowly and with expression. Stop to explain any 

words that the students do not understand. 

Activity 2 (15 minutes)

2726
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2
A boy stood outside the farm fence. He was pointing to the 
animals with a smile on his face and speaking in a different 
language.

‘Hi there! Who are you?’ Nour asked the boy. He stopped smiling 
and started to look worried. ‘Would you like to play with me? 
Come into the farm,’ she added. Scared and upset, the boy ran 
away.

Nour asked her neighbours’ children, ‘Do you know who the new 
boy is?’
‘He’s our new neighbour Bruno. He came with his family from 
Brazil. He stays by himself all the time and doesn’t talk or play 
with anyone. We often notice him standing by the farm fence. 
We don’t know why he just stands there.’
Nour thought it was strange and told her father, Salem, all about 
it.
‘Yes, he is Brazilian and doesn’t speak our language. That is why 
he’s always alone. Why don’t you invite him over to play?’  
Salem said.

‘I did, but he didn’t say anything and just ran away,’ Nour said.
‘Try inviting him again. Next time you see him, offer him a piece 
of halwa. Bruno’s from a country far away and doesn’t know 
anyone here. He must be feeling homesick.
‘How do you know this, Dad?’ Nour started thinking...

Our New Neighbour BrunoOur New Neighbour Bruno

Questions for Discussion

  Why do you think Bruno often stood outside the farm fence? 

Why did he run away when Nour tried to talk to him?

  Imagine being in a new country where you don’t know anyone. 

How would you feel? And how would you like others to treat 

you?

 Compare your feelings in that situation to Bruno’s in the story.

Let’s think about and discuss 
Nour’s question: ‘How do you 
know this, Dad?’ 

Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates
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As the teacher is reading have the students consider 

these questions: What do we know about Bimo? How 

do you think Bruno felt about the animals? What was 

he feeling when he talked to the animals? 

How does Bruno react to Nour? How do you think he 

feels? 

Highlight that Bruno could talk to the animals in his 

own language, but as he can’t speak Arabic he is not 

able to understand Nour. 

Have students imagine how they might feel being 

in a different country where they do not speak the 

language. 

Questions for Discussion (5 minutes)

Read the questions aloud. Allow the students 

time to consider and share their answers. Give a 

variety of students an opportunity to respond.

Let’s think (5 minutes)

Ask students to reflect upon Nour’s question, “How 

do you know this, dad?”

How do the students think Nour’s father knows how 

Bruno is feeling? Guide students to see that the 

father is imagining himself in Bruno’s shoes. 

Outline the ways we can show compassion through 

actions and behaviour. Nour’s father encourages her 

to act compassionately: to offer Bruno some halva, 

to be patient with him, and to invite him over to play 

again.  

2726
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A boy stood outside the farm fence. He was pointing to the 
animals with a smile on his face and speaking in a different 
language.

‘Hi there! Who are you?’ Nour asked the boy. He stopped smiling 
and started to look worried. ‘Would you like to play with me? 
Come into the farm,’ she added. Scared and upset, the boy ran 
away.

Nour asked her neighbours’ children, ‘Do you know who the new 
boy is?’
‘He’s our new neighbour Bruno. He came with his family from 
Brazil. He stays by himself all the time and doesn’t talk or play 
with anyone. We often notice him standing by the farm fence. 
We don’t know why he just stands there.’
Nour thought it was strange and told her father, Salem, all about 
it.
‘Yes, he is Brazilian and doesn’t speak our language. That is why 
he’s always alone. Why don’t you invite him over to play?’  
Salem said.

‘I did, but he didn’t say anything and just ran away,’ Nour said.
‘Try inviting him again. Next time you see him, offer him a piece 
of halwa. Bruno’s from a country far away and doesn’t know 
anyone here. He must be feeling homesick.
‘How do you know this, Dad?’ Nour started thinking...

Our New Neighbour BrunoOur New Neighbour Bruno

Questions for Discussion

  Why do you think Bruno often stood outside the farm fence? 

Why did he run away when Nour tried to talk to him?

  Imagine being in a new country where you don’t know anyone. 

How would you feel? And how would you like others to treat 

you?

 Compare your feelings in that situation to Bruno’s in the story.

Let’s think about and discuss 
Nour’s question: ‘How do you 
know this, Dad?’ 
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Students work in groups. 

Think about the pictures and explain (5 minutes)

Invite students to think about the pictures 

individually. Then divide the students into groups. 

Each group talks about the situation in one of the 

pictures. They suggest ways to act compassionately 

to help that person/animal/environment. 

Act out the scenes (10 minutes)

Each group chooses one of the pictures as the topic 

of a role play. Someone from the group acts out the 

situation and shows how to be compassionate. 

Point out that there are many situations that 

require compassion. When someone is in trouble 

or in danger, there are people that place their own 

lives at risk to help. Ask: When do you need help? 

When did someone treat you with compassion at 

home? At school? Have you ever helped an animal? 

and so on. 

Stress that we may encounter situations that 

require compassion at any time or place. Humans, 

animals or the environment may all require 

compassionate actions.  

Activity 3 (15 minutes)
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  Tell your partner about an upsetting incident that happened to you. Your 
partner puts himself in your shoes and shows sympathy. Then reverse roles. 
Be prepared to talk about your feelings in both roles. 
  Each of you should express your feelings: when you show sympathy to your 
partner and when your partner shows sympathy to you.

4Look at the photos. With your partner, discuss what you see. 
Then explain how you could show empathy with those you 
see in the photos. 

 Show sympathy and talk about feelings.3

1

2

3

Make a sympathy card.

  Think of a situation where someone has a problem and is in need of sympathy. 
This could be at home, at school or in the neighbourhood. How would you show 
sympathy to this person?
  On coloured card, make a drawing illustrating the situation. Show clearly how 
you are sympathising.
  Show your card to the class. Explain the importance of expressing your feelings 
to people who need sympathy. Also explain how you feel when they respond to 
you.

5
         

31

Grade 2
All rights reserved. N

o part of this bage m
ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system

 or transm
itted in any form

 or by any m
eans w

ithout prior perm
ission in w

riting of the publisher. 
All rights reserved. N

o part of this bage m
ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system

 or transm
itted in any form

 or by any m
eans w

ithout prior perm
ission in w

riting of the publisher. 

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies



Take turns listening and sharing

Students work in pairs. 

In each pair, Student A tells Student B about an upsetting incident. Student B must 

imagine themselves in their partner’s shoes and show compassion for their feelings. 

Encourage the students to express their feelings freely and that their partners listen 

respectfully. 

Before completing the activity undertake a learning check to make sure the class 

has understood that compassion means imagining how another person feels, and 

responding in a caring way. Emphasise that giving compassion while helping others can 

also bring a sense of satisfaction. Receiving compassion brings support and comfort.    

Activity 4 (10 minutes) 

This activity is designed to elicit compassion 
through words and actions. Act as a facilitator so 
that students comprehend the following points:
We may encounter situations that require 
compassion at any time or place. 
Humans, animals or the environment may all 
require compassionate actions. 
As a human being, it is my duty to be 
compassionate, both in my own country and in the 
rest of the world. 
It is important to build a compassionate society, 
both locally and internationally.  
Review the key concepts explored in the lesson 
and encourage students to reflect on what they 
have learned. They have learned many aspects of 
compassion:
•	 l learned that being compassionate means 

imagining myself in someone else’s shoes and 
feeling what they feel.

•	 I learned that we can encounter situations that 
require compassion anytime and anywhere. 
These situations may be related to humans, 
animals or the environment. 

•	 I learned that it is my duty as a human being to 
be compassionate in all situations, both in my 
own country and around the world. 

•	 I learned that acting compassionately brings a 
sense of satisfaction and receiving compassion 
brings comfort. 

Additional Activity 5
This activity is optional. 
Make a compassion card
Students choose coloured cards, and decorate 
them with drawings expressing messages of 
compassion. 
Explain that students may make their cards for 
someone at home, at school or in any other 
environment. They draw a picture of the situation 
on the card, and write a message of compassion. 
In the next lesson, you will display the cards and 
discuss them. Encourage students to share their 
cards with the class and talk about their feelings. 
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  Tell your partner about an upsetting incident that happened to you. Your 
partner puts himself in your shoes and shows sympathy. Then reverse roles. 
Be prepared to talk about your feelings in both roles. 

  Each of you should express your feelings: when you show sympathy to your 
partner and when your partner shows sympathy to you.

4Look at the photos. With your partner, discuss what you see. 
Then explain how you could show empathy with those you 
see in the photos. 

 Show sympathy and talk about feelings.3

1

2

3

Make a sympathy card.

  Think of a situation where someone has a problem and is in need of sympathy. 
This could be at home, at school or in the neighbourhood. How would you show 
sympathy to this person?
  On coloured card, make a drawing illustrating the situation. Show clearly how 
you are sympathising.
  Show your card to the class. Explain the importance of expressing your feelings 
to people who need sympathy. Also explain how you feel when they respond to 
you.

5
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The Individual and 
The Community

How can I fit in and at the same 

time keep my identity?

Lesson 1 Good Morning School!

Lesson 2 At School with My Friends

Lesson 3  How Can We Work 
Together?

Lesson 4 Our New Team

Lesson 5 How Can I Help?

Self-identity and Self-identity and 
Working with Working with 

OthersOthers

Theme
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Exploratory Questions�

How am I different at home and 
in school?

What do I know about group work? 
How can I help ensure the success 
of group work?

Should I fit in with others during 
group work?

When should I offer help, and how?
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Unit 2:

Self-identity and 
working with others

Domain: Moral

Unit Objective

Unit Description 

This unit introduces students to their school, how 
they can fit in and the school's expectations. In 
addition, students will learn how their behaviour 
affects others. They will also discover the importance 
of working as part of a group. Throughout the unit, 
students are asked about their identity at school and 
whether it differs from their identity at home or with 
the identity of others outside school. The students 
will learn how the school works and how they should 
deal with things and other students, in addition to 
how they can learn both individually and as part of 
a group.

This unit is linked to what students learned in Grade 
One, where they looked at themselves and their 
relationships with family members and friends (in 
units IC1 and IC2). They were also introduced to 
some related concepts, such as fairness, honesty, 
attention, love, and friendliness in units CM1, 
CM2 and CM3. As students progress through the 
educational stages, they will learn in detail about 
such topics (in units IC9 and CM9).

This unit covers a number of concepts distributed 
among five lessons, which are designed to answer 
the central question.

The Central Question

This is the question that all lessons revolve around and students should think about 
throughout the unit leaning process. Throughout this process, students will have to 
understand the target concept in this question.

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies
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The Individual and 
The Community

How can I fit in and at the same 

time keep my identity?

Lesson 1 Good Morning School!

Lesson 2 At School with My Friends

Lesson 3  How Can We Work 
Together?

Lesson 4 Our New Team

Lesson 5 How Can I Help?

Self-identity and Self-identity and 
Working with Working with 

OthersOthers

Theme
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Exploratory Questions�

How am I different at home and 
in school?

What do I know about group work? 
How can I help ensure the success 
of group work?

Should I fit in with others during 
group work?

When should I offer help, and how?
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Learning Outcomes - Unit 2

1. Behave at school in a way that ensures they learn effectively, while being aware of 
their responsibilities, duties and how to adapt their behaviour to different situations (at 
school, home etc.)
2. Realise the impact of one person’s behaviour on others, have a sense of responsibility 
when interacting with others and role-playing
3. Work confidently in teams, apply communicative skills and solving problems to 
achieve objectives, while avoiding the behaviours that hamper the success of group 
work
4. Appropriately provide support to colleagues through simple and various dialogues, 
while showing respect to opinions and compassion for feelings

IC3 - Self-Identity and working with others 

These questions provide an overview of the concepts 
to be learned by the students in the unit’s lessons.

Exploratory Questions

  Teacher’s Guide
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Self-identity and 
Working with Others

2Unit

Good Good Good Good Good Good 
Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, Morning, 
School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�School�

Lesson 1  

How I behave at school? How I behave 
at home?
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My School
• The class will be divided into two groups: Group A and Group B.

• Group A: Draw pictures of teachers you know.

•  Group B: Draw pictures of the different parts/rooms of your school that

you know.

1

Vocabulary

respect 

appreciation 

pride 

system
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Lesson Objective

This lesson teaches students about the school’s 
environment, the role played by everyone in that 
environment, and how to deal with administrative 
staff, educational staff, friends and colleagues.
This session lays the groundwork for subsequent 
sessions by determining students’ level of 
understanding about their school, previous 
experiences and willingness to learn what school 
means. It also establishes how students integrate 
into the school environment and how comfortable 
they feel being part of a team. Learning Outcomes: 

Behave at school in a way that ensures that students learn effectively, while realising 
their responsibilities, duties and how they should adapt their behaviour to different 
situations (at school, home etc.)

Required Materials

• � Cardboard (Bristol board)
• � Cards
• � White sheets
• � Envelopes
• � Statements
• � The book
• � Blue and green-coloured cards for the statements 

about respect and rules
• � Glue
• � A sheet to glue the cards on
• � Pens

Good Morning, School!
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Self-identity and 
Working with Others

2Unit

Good Good Good Good Good Good 
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Lesson 1  

How I behave at school? How I behave 
at home?
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• The class will be divided into two groups: Group A and Group B.

• Group A: Draw pictures of teachers you know.

•  Group B: Draw pictures of the different parts/rooms of your school that

you know.
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Vocabulary
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appreciation 

pride 

system
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What do I know about my school?

The teacher asks each student to join either Group A or Group B.
- Each student in Group A draws a picture of a member of the school staff on a piece of 
paper.
- �Each student in Group B draws a picture of one of the school’s departments on a piece 

of paper.
It is important that each student draws a different person or department than others. 
Each group then presents its work to the other group. 
The teacher hangs both sheets of paper on the classroom board.
Note: New drawings can be added to both sheets throughout this unit whenever 
students are introduced to new people or new departments.

During this activity, students are asked to reflect on the school’s staff and 
departments.

Introductory Activity 1 (10 Minutes) 

Aware of the value of people and 
things

Considering and appreciating 
other people’s feelings

Taking pleasure from or valuing 
achievements, qualities or virtues

Aware of the value of people and 
things

System

Respect

Pride

Appreciative
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2
Our teacher divided the class into groups. He said, ‘In 
your groups you will work together to write possible 
answers to the question “What makes our school 
special?” We’re doing this because we’ve got some 
visitors coming to the school today. And I want you to 
tell them all about our school.’

The students began to collect their ideas. Our school 
is special for these reasons:
- It’s the place where we learn.
- It teaches us why it is important to respect

others and how to do this.
- We talk about issues.
- We learn to listen politely and express ourselves

properly.
- We learn to work with our classmates.
- We do teamwork. This makes the work easier and

helps us achieve excellent results.
- We make new friends and learn about good

behaviours.

Hamed stood up and said, ‘Haven’t we forgotten 
something important? The people who work at this 
school: the headteacher, the teachers and the rest 
of the staff. They all play an important role in the 

Our School is SpecialOur School is SpecialOur School is SpecialOur School is Special
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Questions for Discussion

 Which idea on the list do you think is the most impor-
tant? Why?
 How can we make our parents proud of us? 
 Who are some of the important people in a school? Why 
are they important? What do they do?

Let’s think together about the 
statement, ‘Our school teaches 
us to respect others and follow 
the rules.’ 

success of the school.’
Our teacher walked around the class and said, ‘Well done. 
You’ve come up with some great ideas� Let’s put them on 
a poster and hang it on the school gates. Then the visitors 
can read your ideas when they come into the school.’

Our School 
is Special
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Let’s listen to a story 

• � The teacher reads the story of “Our School is 
Special” twice. (5 Minutes)

• � The teacher uses a narrative style while reading.
• � The teacher makes sure that the students 

understand the moral of the story.

a.	 Questions for Discussion (5 Minutes)
The teacher runs a discussion session in which all 
students participate.
The teacher encourages students to honestly 
and confidently express their opinions, which are 
respected whatever they are.

Suggested answers:
- �The statement on the list that I think it most 

important is...
- �The way to make our parents proud of us is...
- �Some of the most important people in the school 

are:
*Principal - the principal manages the 
implementation of the school’s educational plan 
that was set at the beginning of the year, and also 
engages with parents and teachers... 
* Teachers - teachers teach the students, providing 
knowledge, guiding students’ work in the classroom, 
and applying methods of assessment and support to 
help students; ultimately, teachers develop students’ 
knowledge and skills, and enhance their value...
* Maintenance workers - maintenance staff keep the 
school clean, maintain and repair the buildings and 
equipment, and look after the school’s security...

Activity 2 (15 Minutes)
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Our teacher divided the class into groups. He said, ‘In 
your groups you will work together to write possible 
answers to the question “What makes our school 
special?” We’re doing this because we’ve got some 
visitors coming to the school today. And I want you to 
tell them all about our school.’

The students began to collect their ideas. Our school 
is special for these reasons:
- It’s the place where we learn.
- It teaches us why it is important to respect

others and how to do this.
- We talk about issues.
- We learn to listen politely and express ourselves

properly.
- We learn to work with our classmates.
- We do teamwork. This makes the work easier and

helps us achieve excellent results.
- We make new friends and learn about good

behaviours.

Hamed stood up and said, ‘Haven’t we forgotten 
something important? The people who work at this 
school: the headteacher, the teachers and the rest 
of the staff. They all play an important role in the 
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Questions for Discussion

 Which idea on the list do you think is the most impor-
tant? Why?
 How can we make our parents proud of us? 
 Who are some of the important people in a school? Why 
are they important? What do they do?

Let’s think together about the 
statement, ‘Our school teaches 
us to respect others and follow 
the rules.’ 

success of the school.’
Our teacher walked around the class and said, ‘Well done. 
You’ve come up with some great ideas� Let’s put them on 
a poster and hang it on the school gates. Then the visitors 
can read your ideas when they come into the school.’

Our School 
is Special
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Through these questions, the teacher focuses on 
the role of education and learning in students’ 
lives. There is also emphasis on building 
communities that are open to and accepting of 
others. In addition, students are encouraged to 
consider the importance of working well as part 
of an educational team, and also to appreciate 
the contribution of every worker at the school to 
the success of the education process. 

b. Let’s think of the following statement: “Our 
school teaches us to respect others and follow 
rules.” (5 Minutes) (Group work)
• �The teacher divides the students into two 

heterogeneous groups, each of which includes 
individuals who are good at writing.

• �Members of the first group write  on cards some 
examples of showing respect to others.

• �Members of the second group write on cards some 
examples of following rules.

• �Both groups share their ideas.
• �The teacher should draw students’ attention to the 

fact that following rules is part of respecting others 
(students may have already noticed that some of 
one group’s examples match some of the other 
group’s examples; if not, the teacher should point 
this out). 

• �Cards are pinned in order on the cardboard under 
the title ‘Following rules is part of respecting 
others" and hung on the wall board.

Through this activity, the teacher promotes 
the concept of respecting both rules and 
other people. Students are taught that being 
respectful of rules and towards others is 
important to the success of the educational 
process.

  Teacher’s Guide
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Look at the lists below. In each list, one word does not belong. 
Circle that word.

a. headteacher, assistant headteacher, teacher, salesman

b. nurse, teacher, student, soldier

c. supervisor, manager, student

d. librarian, baker, instructor

Write which of the activities below do you do only at 
school? Which do you do only at home? Which do you do 
at school and at home?

sleeping and resting, getting instructions, following directions, watching 
television, having fun with relatives, playing football, receiving care and 
attention, enjoying learning, talking to classmates, taking part in group work, 
showering, going on educational trips.

3

4

...................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

At home:
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Look at the lists below. In each list, one word does not belong. 
Circle that word.

a.  headteacher, assistant headteacher, teacher, salesman

b.  nurse, teacher, student, soldier

c.  supervisor, manager, student

d.  librarian, baker, instructor

....................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

At school:

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

At home and at school:

Work in pairs. What are your school rules? Which ones do 
you follow?

5

My school rules:

..........................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

The rules I follow: .............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

......................................................
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Look at the lists below. In each list, one word 
does not belong. Circle that word.
The word to be removed is:
a. Seller
b. Soldier
c. Attorney
d. Baker

Through this activity, students discover more 
about the educational staff members who 
contribute to the school’s success.

Which of the activities below do you do only 
at school? Which do you do only at home? And 
which do you do at school and at home? Write. 
Then explain to the class.

• �The teacher divides students into groups, 
then explains what is required and reads the 
statements.

- �At home: I sleep and rest - I watch TV - I have fun 
with my relatives - I bathe

- �At School: I play football - I learn - I talk to my 
classmates - I do group work - I go on educational 
trips

At both home and at school: I receive instructions - I 
follow instructions - I receive care and attention
 
This activity strengthens the fundamentals of 
working well as a group.

Activity 3 (5 Minutes)

Activity 4 (5 Minutes)
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Write which of the activities below do you do only at 
school? Which do you do only at home? Which do you do 
at school and at home?

sleeping and resting, getting instructions, following directions, watching 
television, having fun with relatives, playing football, receiving care and 
attention, enjoying learning, talking to classmates, taking part in group work, 
showering, going on educational trips.
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...................................................................

................................................................................................
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................................................................................................

At home:
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Work in pairs. What are your school rules? Which 
ones do you obey?
- Students work in pairs.
- �Each student tells his or her partner of a rule that 

he or she already follows in the school, and then 
pledges to follow a new rule.

Differentiated Learning:
Beginners: It is enough that the student orally 
shares ideas with his or her partner.
Advanced Students: The student writes the rule 
and the pledge in the book.

This activity aims to strengthen understanding 
of the need to respect and comply with rules and 
laws in order to facilitate the learning process.

Students are asked to reflect on the outcomes of 
this lesson, and the teacher confirms the acquired 
concepts: (5 minutes)
- �The role and importance of the school in students’ 

lives, and the how the school contributes to 
success in students’ lives.

- �Appreciation of the teaching staff and the role of 
the school in the success of students, as well as in 
building their future on firm foundations. 

- �The role of education and learning in students’ 
lives and in building communities that are open 
and tolerant, as well as fostering the ability to work 
well as part of a team.

- �The need to adhere to certain values, such as 
having respect for others and following rules, in 
order for the educational process to be a success.

- �The ability of students to distinguish between their 
self-identity and their identity at school, and to 
understand that, while everyone has self-identity, 
everyone’s behaviour must be adapted to different 
places and environments, which means respecting 
the place and adhering to its rules, which forms our 
cultural identity. 

Activity 5 (Pair work) (10 Minutes)
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At School At School At School At School At School At School At School At School At School At School At School At School 
with My with My with My with My with My with My with My with My with My with My with My with My 
FriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriendsFriends

Lesson 2  

How do I behave at school?
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Who am I?
• Pick a card.

• The class will ask you questions to try to identify your character.

• You can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

1

Vocabulary

personal freedom

ignorance 

readiness 

behaviour
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Lesson Objective

This lesson aims to teach students about the 
appropriateness of different behaviours at school 
or elsewhere, such as at home or in a playground 
with friends, and how to determine whether 
behaviours in each of these places are acceptable or 
unacceptable.

Learning Outcomes: 

Behave at school in a way ensures students learn effectively, while recognising their 
responsibilities, duties and how they should adapt their behaviour to different situations 
(at school, home etc.).

Required Materials

•	 The book
•	 Small cards
•	 Crayons (red and yellow)
•	 Interactive board
•	 Glue
•	 Blank papers
•	 Pens
•	 The wall board

At School with My Friends

41
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• You can only answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
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Who am I?
• �The teacher prepares paper cards and writes the 

following words on them:
Headmaster - Teacher - Supervisor - Student - 
Classroom - Playground
• The teacher asks one student to pick a card.
• �The other students will ask that student questions 

to try to figure out who’s the person or what the 
thing is on the card. Every question must begin 
with “Is”.

• The first student may only answer with yes or no.
• �Whichever student guesses correctly chooses a 

card next. 
• �The activity is repeated until all six cards have been 

used.

This activity serves as a basis to further explore 
all the concepts and vocabulary learned by 
the student about the educational system and 
the roles of each individual in it. The teacher 
thoroughly explains to students the foundations 
of school community, such as cooperation (group 
work), rules and respect.

Introductory Activity 1 (15 Minutes)

The way people act; a person’s 
conduct and morals

Being able to act, behave and 
think with your own free will

Being prepared and ready to do 
something

Lack of knowledge or 
understanding

Behaviour

Personal 
Freedom

Readiness

Ignorance

  Teacher’s Guide
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2
A new student started at our school today. His name 
is Adam. Adam wasn’t very organised. When the class 
began he was still looking for his books and pencils. 
When he finally started paying attention to the class, 
he kept interrupting the teacher and speaking when it 
wasn’t his turn.
The other students in the class told him that he had to 
ask permission to speak, but he didn’t listen to them.
During the sports lesson, when the boys were playing 
football, Adam pushed them out of the way. He wanted 
to win, but he didn’t want to follow the rules.
Then, when it was time to stand in line, Adam pushed 
to the front, ahead of everyone else. The teacher said, 
‘I’m sorry, but you can’t  push in front like that. We’ve 
got rules here and we all have to respect them.’ Adam 
was surprised. ‘Why are you all trying to stop me? I 
can do whatever I want,’ he said.
The teacher said, ‘Yes, you do have the right to have 
your say, but the rights of others have to be respected 
as well. And that means following the rules.’
Adam said, ‘But why do I always have to respect the 
rules? What about my personal freedom?’
Then it was time for reading class. The teacher told 
everyone to sit on the floor in a circle in front of her. 
She was going to tell a story. Adam rushed to the 
front, right next to the teacher. He said, ‘Great� I really 

A New Student Joins 
the Class

A New Student Joins A New Student Joins A New Student Joins A New Student Joins 
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Questions for Discussion
 If Adam was in your class, what advice would you give 
him?
 Was Adam really expressing his rights through his 
actions?
 Would you describe Adam’s behaviour as chaotic, 
ignorant, silly or free?
 What do you think the subject of the teacher’s story is 
going to be?

Let’s think about what Adam 
meant when he said, ‘But why do 
I always have to respect the rules? 
What about my personal freedom?’

love listening to stories.’ The teacher looked at him and 
said, ‘Hmm ... now I think I know which story to tell.’
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Let’s listen to a story 
• �The teacher reads the story “Adam Is a New 

Student” twice. (5 Minutes)
• �The teacher uses a narrative style while reading.
• �The teacher makes sure the students understand 

the moral of the story.

a.	 Questions for Discussion (5 Minutes)

The teacher facilitates a discussion in which all 
students participate.

• �If Adam was in my class, I would advise him to 
follow the rules and respect classroom laws. 

• �No, he even deprived his colleagues of their right to 
learn and play by upsetting them with his actions 
during lessons.

• �Adam’s behaviour was chaotic and ignorant - he 
didn’t know the difference between personal 
freedom and respect for rules.

• �I expect that the theme of the story was the 
importance of respecting rules. 

	
b.	� Let’s think about what Adam meant when he 

said, ‘But why do I always have to respect the 
rules? What about my personal freedom? 
(5 Minutes)

Expected Answer: In my opinion, personal freedom 
means that I do what I want but within the limits of 
law, so I neither hurt others nor infringe their rights. 
Respecting rules contributes to the preservation and 
maintenance of the rights of others.

Activity 2 (15 Minutes)

43
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A new student started at our school today. His name 
is Adam. Adam wasn’t very organised. When the class 
began he was still looking for his books and pencils. 
When he finally started paying attention to the class, 
he kept interrupting the teacher and speaking when it 
wasn’t his turn.
The other students in the class told him that he had to 
ask permission to speak, but he didn’t listen to them.
During the sports lesson, when the boys were playing 
football, Adam pushed them out of the way. He wanted 
to win, but he didn’t want to follow the rules.
Then, when it was time to stand in line, Adam pushed 
to the front, ahead of everyone else. The teacher said, 
‘I’m sorry, but you can’t  push in front like that. We’ve 
got rules here and we all have to respect them.’ Adam 
was surprised. ‘Why are you all trying to stop me? I 
can do whatever I want,’ he said.
The teacher said, ‘Yes, you do have the right to have 
your say, but the rights of others have to be respected 
as well. And that means following the rules.’
Adam said, ‘But why do I always have to respect the 
rules? What about my personal freedom?’
Then it was time for reading class. The teacher told 
everyone to sit on the floor in a circle in front of her. 
She was going to tell a story. Adam rushed to the 
front, right next to the teacher. He said, ‘Great� I really 
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 If Adam was in your class, what advice would you give 
him?
 Was Adam really expressing his rights through his 
actions?
 Would you describe Adam’s behaviour as chaotic, 
ignorant, silly or free?
 What do you think the subject of the teacher’s story is 
going to be?

Let’s think about what Adam 
meant when he said, ‘But why do 
I always have to respect the rules? 
What about my personal freedom?’

love listening to stories.’ The teacher looked at him and 
said, ‘Hmm ... now I think I know which story to tell.’
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Distinguishing between personal freedom and 
respecting rules
• �Working in groups, classify the following situations 

as reflecting personal freedom or disrespecting 
rules. Then, write two of your own examples for 
each category and come up with a conclusion.	

Differentiated Learning:
Beginners: It will be enough to classify the 
situations.
Advanced Students: Give new examples.

I conclude that personal freedom means that I can 
fulfil my desires while respecting rules, complying 
with laws and respecting the rights of others.
Through this activity, the teacher focuses on 
promoting the following concepts:
- Respect means following rules 
- Respect means being thoughtful and patient, 
following the positive examples of colleagues, 
and following guidelines and instruction
- Rules are created so as to make things better for 
everyone and save time

Activity 3 (15 Minutes) Distinguishing between personal freedom and  
respecting rules

3

Work in groups. Read the actions listed below. Which ones represent 
accepted personal freedom? And which ones show disrespect for the 
rules? Think of two more examples of each category. Add them to the list. 
Conclude by writing a sentence about the difference between personal 
freedom and respecting the rules.

wearing what I want, speaking without permission, interrupting others, choosing 
my own friends, annoying people I don’t want to play with, expressing my 
concerns politely, talking loudly when others are working. 

I conclude: 

Personal Freedom Breaking Rules
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Draw a red circle around the behaviours that you think contribute to
learning and a yellow circle around the behaviours that prevent learning.

having rules, listening, cooperating, not lining up properly, concentrating, being 
prepared, having fun, showing respect, making noise, racing in the corridor.  

Work in groups.

4

5

a.  Think of a classroom behaviour
that could be improved.

b.  Think how it could be improved.
c.  Persuade other groups to improve

the behaviour.
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wearing what I want 
- choosing my own 
friends - expressing my 
concerns politely 

interrupting others 
- annoying people I 
don’t want to play with 
- talking loudly when 
others are working

 Disrespecting
RulesPersonal Freedom
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Distinguishing between personal freedom and  
respecting rules

3

Work in groups. Read the actions listed below. Which ones represent 
accepted personal freedom? And which ones show disrespect for the 
rules? Think of two more examples of each category. Add them to the list. 
Conclude by writing a sentence about the difference between personal 
freedom and respecting the rules.

wearing what I want, speaking without permission, interrupting others, choosing 
my own friends, annoying people I don’t want to play with, expressing my 
concerns politely, talking loudly when others are working. 

I conclude: 

Personal Freedom Breaking Rules
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Draw a red circle around the behaviours that you think contribute to
learning and a yellow circle around the behaviours that prevent learning.

having rules, listening, cooperating, not lining up properly, concentrating, being 
prepared, having fun, showing respect, making noise, racing in the corridor.  

Work in groups.

4

5

a.  Think of a classroom behaviour
that could be improved.

b.  Think how it could be improved.
c.  Persuade other groups to improve

the behaviour.
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Together for the Better. 
• �The teacher divides the students into groups of 4 

(giving numbers to group members from 1 to 4).
• �The teacher explains what is needed:

- �Members of each group must agree on a 
particular behaviour they wish to improve.

- They share a plan to do this.
- �They agree to nominate one of their group to 

pursue the idea and motivate the others to put it 
into practice.

• �The teacher re-forms the groups according to the 
numbers:
- �A group of those with the number 1 / A group of 

those with the number 2 / A group of those with 
the number 3 / A group of those with the  
number 4.

• �Group 1 members discuss the behaviour they 
want to improve and reach an agreement on one 
behaviour.

• �They discuss the solutions and agree on one 
solution. They then choose one member to conduct 
the implementation process. Groups 2, 3 and 4 do 
the same. 

• Students will end up with 4 behaviours to change.
This activity helps students to effectively 
contribute to the modernization of classroom 
rules, focuses on the importance of group work, 
and helps students to distinguish between the 
household behaviours with occasionally flexible 
rules and the strict rules applied within the 
school. 
Through this activity, students discover new 
situations that express self-identity and 
behaviours that correspond to different places 
with the need to focus on respecting school rules.

Activity 5 (15 Minutes)

Draw a red circle around the behaviours that you think contribute to learning and a 
yellow circle around the behaviours that prevent learning.
• �The teacher asks students to draw a red circle around the words or statements that 

indicate behaviour that helps students to learn, and a yellow circle around those that 
do not help or obstruct learning. 

Words in red Words in yellow

Having rules, 
listening, cooperating, 
concentrating, being 
prepared, showing 
respect

not lining up properly, 
having fun, making 
noise, racing in the 
corridor

Members of each group participate in reading the statements and discovering the 
situations they represent.

This activity stimulates students to acquire acceptable behaviours in school and to 
discard unacceptable behaviours.
The teacher focuses on the fact that acceptable behaviours contribute to effective 
learning and rules should be respected and followed.

Activity 4 (5 Minutes)

  Teacher’s Guide
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 Self-identity
 and Working with Others2Unit

How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can 
We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work We Work 
Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?Together?

Lesson 3  

What does the word ‘team’ mean?
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Don’t Wake the Dragon
In the village where you live, there is a nasty dragon. There is only one way to save 
the village and the people in it. You must stand in a straight line in order of height, 
from the shortest to the tallest. You are not allowed to speak because if you do the 
dragon will wake up. When you are all standing in line, everyone shouts, ‘BOO’ at 
the same time. This will scare the dragon away.

1

Vocabulary

responsibility

tasks

cooperation

productivity

commitment 

team
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How Can 
We Work 
together?

4544

Lesson Objective

This lesson aims at understanding the meaning of 
group work, as well as comparing and contrasting 
individual work and teamwork..

Learning Outcomes: 

•	 �Realise the impact of behaviour on classmates, have a sense of responsibility when 
interacting with them and playing roles.

Required Materials

•	Wallpapers on which the puzzles are written 
•	Cards of white or coloured cardboard 
•	Wall sticker
•	The book
•	Paper to formulate the questions
•	A microphone (if available)
•	A camera
•	A computer 
•	An interactive board

How Can We Work 
together?

47
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Don’t Wake the Dragon
In the village where you live, there is a nasty dragon. There is only one way to save 
the village and the people in it. You must stand in a straight line in order of height, 
from the shortest to the tallest. You are not allowed to speak because if you do the 
dragon will wake up. When you are all standing in line, everyone shouts, ‘BOO’ at 
the same time. This will scare the dragon away.
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Game: “Don’t Wake the Dragon”
The teacher asks the students to consider the 
situation and imagine that they are in a similar 
position, and then do what they are asked to do. The 
teacher reads the situation to them, instructs them 
to act it out and observes them.
It may be helpful for the teacher to take notes about 
what happens for later use.
- What strategies are used by the students? 
- Does any student hinder the others?
- How do they cooperate? 
- �What is the effect of not speaking during the 

activity?
- ��Did some students not join the group?
Additionally, the teacher can ask students some 
questions at the end of the activity: 
- How did you do the job without talking?
- How did you agree on what you were doing?
- �What if one of you did not cooperate with the 

group?

• �Through this activity, the students conclude that 
the team is a group of individuals who actively 
come together with cooperation to successfully 
achieve the task.

Introductory Activity 1 (10 minutes)  
(Group work)

Working hard to perform the 
required tasks and necessary 
duties within the specified time 
frame

Doing a task because you gave a 
commitment to do it or because 
you should do it; accepting the 
consequences of your actions

Help; participation; working 
together

 A group of individuals who work 
together to achieve a common 
goal

Commitment

Responsibility

Cooperation

Team

Work or jobs that need to be 
done

Achieving or gaining a lot from 
working hard and effectively

Tasks

Productivity
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2 One day, Adam decided to go for a walk. He was interested
in nature and wanted to explore. He walked for a few 
minutes and discovered a garden full of flowers. There 
was a shed in the garden. Adam went into the garden and 
tried to see what was inside the shed by looking through a 
hole in the wall of the shed. He saw a beehive inside. The 
bees were all busily going about their work. One group of 
bees was making beeswax. Another was guarding the hive. 
A third group was cleaning. While this was all going on, 
the queen bee was laying her eggs. Then Adam looked at 
the honeycomb with its hexagonal cells. He saw a sticky 
yellow liquid oozing out. He knew that this was the bees’ 
honey and he tasted it. He Said, ‘ Wow� It’s so delicious�’ 
He tasted it again. It really is delicious�

Adam sat near the beehive and watched the bees go 
about their work. He watched without making any noise, 
so as not to disturb the worker bees.

Adam sat and watched the bees for a long time. He was 
not bored because the bees were always moving and 
busy working together to make their delicious honey. 

Then, he went back home with a lot of questions going 
through his head. He told his mother about what he 
had seen. She smiled and said, ‘Of course, teamwork 
achieves goals and saves time.’

Adam and the Bees
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Questions for Discussion
 What do you think would happen if a group of bees 
stopped working?’
 Can you think of any other examples of successful 
teamwork?
 Have you ever taken part in teamwork? Describe the 
team and the role you played.

Let’s think about this statement 
from the story: ‘Teamwork 
achieves goals and saves time.’
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Let’s listen to the story  
• �The teacher reads the story “Adam and the Bees” 

twice. (5 minutes)
• �The teacher uses a narrative style while reading.
• �The teacher makes sure that the students 

understand the moral of the story.
a. Questions for Discussion (5 Minutes)
The teacher leads a discussion session in which 
all students participate.Through the discussion, 
the teacher emphasizes the complementation of 
the work and the association between the tasks, in 
addition to the need to put in the necessary effort 
to achieve the tasks. Also, the teacher emphasizes 
the importance of adopting and consolidating the 
pivotal vocabulary term “cooperation” in the context 
of group work (the team).
• �Through his questions, the teacher refers to a 

beehive’s working mechanism, and highlights the 
need to regulate the work by distributing roles 
among groups of bees within a single hive.

• �Also, the teacher asks students to provide 
examples that illustrate the concept of group work 
and how cooperation happens between members 
of a team. 

- �If one bee does not complete its tasks, activity of 
the entire hive will be disrupted. This leads to the 
cessation of the honey production as it depends on 
order and complementation; each bee performs an 
activity that is complementary to the other bees.

- Scouting, sports teams, arts clubs and groups of 
ants.   
- �Students talk about their personal experiences in 

past years or their activities outside the school.
I conclude that commitment and perseverance 
in work, through implementation of the required 
tasks, contributes to successfully achieving goals, 
and that systematic teamwork inevitably leads to 
more meaningful and better results.
b.  Let’s think of the statement: “Of course, 
teamwork achieves goals and saves time.” (5 
minutes)

Activity2 (15 Minutes)

- �The statement “Of course, teamwork 
achieves goals and saves time” points 
out the importance of combined efforts 
and organisation within beehives, 
whereby the work of each hive is 
complemented by work of the other 
beehives. This illustrates the importance 
of each group’s commitment to the tasks 
assigned to it in order to reap the best 
and most fruitful seeds (in this case, the 
delicious honey).

I conclude: 
- �Group work requires less effort and 

time. It improves the quality and 
quantity of the work. 

Group work encourages everyone to 
participate. It makes everyone feel 
satisfied because it is characterised by 
fairness and justice.
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2 One day, Adam decided to go for a walk. He was interested
in nature and wanted to explore. He walked for a few 
minutes and discovered a garden full of flowers. There 
was a shed in the garden. Adam went into the garden and 
tried to see what was inside the shed by looking through a 
hole in the wall of the shed. He saw a beehive inside. The 
bees were all busily going about their work. One group of 
bees was making beeswax. Another was guarding the hive. 
A third group was cleaning. While this was all going on, 
the queen bee was laying her eggs. Then Adam looked at 
the honeycomb with its hexagonal cells. He saw a sticky 
yellow liquid oozing out. He knew that this was the bees’ 
honey and he tasted it. He Said, ‘ Wow� It’s so delicious�’ 
He tasted it again. It really is delicious�

Adam sat near the beehive and watched the bees go 
about their work. He watched without making any noise, 
so as not to disturb the worker bees.

Adam sat and watched the bees for a long time. He was 
not bored because the bees were always moving and 
busy working together to make their delicious honey. 

Then, he went back home with a lot of questions going 
through his head. He told his mother about what he 
had seen. She smiled and said, ‘Of course, teamwork 
achieves goals and saves time.’

Adam and the Bees
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Questions for Discussion
 What do you think would happen if a group of bees 
stopped working?’
 Can you think of any other examples of successful 
teamwork?
 Have you ever taken part in teamwork? Describe the 
team and the role you played.

Let’s think about this statement 
from the story: ‘Teamwork 
achieves goals and saves time.’
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The teacher reads the instructions and explains the
activity’s requirements.
The teacher explains the difference between roles 
and tasks:
Role: �the responsibility or job that the group will 

have, example:
1.	 Prepare invitation cards
2.	Planning the food

Task:� specific chore that one does. It is the work that 
should be done. Example:

1.	 Buying the cards. 
   Writing the invitations. 
   Distributing the cards.
2.	Choosing the menu 
   Designating who will bring the food 
   Bringing plates, forks..

The teacher divides the students into groups (taking
varying levels into consideration).
Differentiated Learning:
Beginners: Suggest two roles (A - B).
Advanced Students: Suggest four roles 
(A - B - C - D).
Through this activity, the student is trained to handle 
the responsibility of distributing roles between 
group members. This activity also contributes to 
the students’ awareness about tasks that could be 
handed to them within the school environment. The 
purpose of this is to enable them to successfully 
deal with tasks that require co-operation and 
support.

Activity 3 (10 minutes) (Group work)

3 Organising a Mother's Day party
The class is going to organise a party for Mother’s Day. The class will be divided 
into four groups. Each group will have a different role and will carry out different 
tasks. Think about what roles and tasks will be needed in order to organise the 
party effectively.

Group 3Group 2

The group’s 

role

The group’s 

tasks

Group 4Group 1
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4 Learning how a successful team is formed
Work in groups. You are going to set up a football team. You will 
need to decide who is going to play in which position. You will 
also need to make decisions about training and kit. 

a.  Reason for setting up a football team:

b.  Who will play in the following positions?
• goalkeeper;
• defenders;
• midfield players;
• forwards;
• reserves;

c. Training schedule:
d. Shirt colour:

Success as a group

What skills do you need to be a 
successful member of a team?

5
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Learning how a successful team is formed
Co-operate with your colleagues to create a football team.

• �The teacher divides the students into groups, each group consists of 11 students if 
possible.

• �Each group will form a football team and members of each team will consult with one 
another to determine training times, clothing selection and the allocation of positions. 

This activity contributes to the development of students’ acquisition of group 
work behaviours by demonstrating them through practical experience. This helps 
students to become more aware of the importance of cooperation and work within 
a team. Furthermore, it consolidates their understanding of the meaning of a 
team through the experience of belonging to a group, distributing its members’ 
roles, and achieving complementation in the accomplishment of the tasks that are 
necessary to achieve success.

Activity 4 (10 minutes) (Group work)

3 Organising a Mother's Day party
The class is going to organise a party for Mother’s Day. The class will be divided 
into four groups. Each group will have a different role and will carry out different 
tasks. Think about what roles and tasks will be needed in order to organise the 
party effectively.

Group 3Group 2

The group’s 

role

The group’s 

tasks

Group 4Group 1
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4 Learning how a successful team is formed
Work in groups. You are going to set up a football team. You will 
need to decide who is going to play in which position. You will 
also need to make decisions about training and kit. 

a.  Reason for setting up a football team:

b.  Who will play in the following positions?
• goalkeeper;
• defenders;
• midfield players;
• forwards;
• reserves;

c. Training schedule:
d. Shirt colour:

Success as a group

What skills do you need to be a 
successful member of a team?

5
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Learning How a Successful Team is Formed 

Listening - Openness - Respecting Others - 
Communicating

This activity enhances the student's awareness of 
the basic requirements for group work success. 

Students are asked to reflect on the learning 
outcomes of this lesson. The teacher emphasizes 
the importance of working within a team and the 
consolidation of the acquired concepts. (5 minutes)

I learned that group work is more fruitful than 
individual work and that cooperation with the 
members of the team or group definitely leads to 
better results.
I learned that when a person handles their 
responsibilities and commits to doing their 
required tasks in the specified time frame, they 
contribute to the success of the work.

Additional Activity 5 (Pair work) (5 minutes)

  Teacher’s Guide
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Self-identity and 
Working with Others2Unit

Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New Our New 
TeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeamTeam

Lesson 4  

How can I be an effective member of 
the team?
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Let’s keep our class clean and tidy.

• Work in groups. You are going to clean your classroom.

• Choose a team leader.

• Work with your team leader to create a work plan.

• What skills do you need?

1

Vocabulary

commitment

 skills

 leadership

blending in
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Our New 
Team

5150

Learning Outcomes: 

• � Realise the impact of behaviour on classmates, have a sense of responsibility when 
interacting with others and playing roles.

• � Work confidently in teams, apply communicative skills and solve problems to 
accomplish objectives, while avoiding the behaviours that hamper group work.

Required Materials

Lesson Objective

•	Pens

Identify the qualities and behaviours associated 
with belonging to a team - the important elements 
of group work such as developing a plan of action, 
taking roles, listening carefully, clearly speaking / 
communicating, exchanging ideas, participating, 
cooperating, and showing tolerance and leadership.

Our New Team
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How can I be an effective member of 
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Let’s keep our class clean and tidy.

• Work in groups. You are going to clean your classroom.

• Choose a team leader.

• Work with your team leader to create a work plan.

• What skills do you need?

1

Vocabulary

commitment

 skills

 leadership

blending in
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Our New 
Team

5150

Let’s keep our class clean and organised.
The teacher asks the students to work cooperatively 
in groups to clean the class. Students must choose a 
leader for the group to distribute roles, specify tasks, 
and identify the skills and qualities that they have to 
show during work. 
The qualities and skills include: Leadership - 
planning - listening to instructions - exchange 
of ideas - commitment to roles - tolerance - 
cooperation - participation - accepting others.

A team is an entity composed of individuals who 
work to complete tasks together. The qualities 
and behaviours associated with belonging to a 
team require that one member takes leadership in 
order to develop a plan on how to cooperate with 
each other. Planning, listening to instructions, 
exchanging ideas, being committed to roles, 
showing tolerance, cooperating, participating 
and accepting others are the qualities needed to 
belong to a team.

Introductory Activity 1 (15 Minutes)

Involvement in the community

Working hard to perform the 
required tasks and necessary 
duties within the specified time 
frame

Capabilities

Ability to guide a group of 
people towards a common goal

Blending in 

Commitment

Skills

Leadership

  Teacher’s Guide
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2 Adam’s mother kept talking to him about the 
importance of teamwork. However, Adam wasn’t 
paying attention; he was thinking about his new 
school and how he could fit in. 

The next day at school, the students were getting 
ready to play a football match against a team from 
another school. Adam’s coach split the team into 
attacking players and defenders. He said that it was 
important for everyone to keep to the plan and for 
attacking players to attack and defenders to defend.

The match started. Adam’s team was keeping to the 
plan that their coach had discussed with them. But 
suddenly, Adam, who was playing in defence, decided 
that he could score a goal all on his own. He got the 
ball and set off towards the other team’s goal, but 
before he could get there the other team got the ball 
off him, ran down to the other end of the field and 
scored. Adam’s teammates were angry and shouted at 
him, ‘What do you think you are doing?’

The coach said, ‘Why didn’t you stick to the plan? 
They wouldn’t have scored if you had stayed in 
defence.’

Adam felt bad about what he had done. 

What Shall I Do?
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Questions for Discussion
 How do you think Adam feels about his teammates at the 
beginning of the match? 
 Why do you think Adam’s team won the match?
 In what situations do you think team work is important?

  How do you think Adam feels about his teammates at the 

Let’s think about the statement, 
‘Unity is Strength’. What do you 
think this means?

He said, ‘I thought I was doing what was best for the 
team. I’m really sorry.’

He wondered what he could do to put things right. 

Adam came to a decision. He would stay in defence for 
the rest of the match. When, at the end of the match, 
the referee blew his whistle, Adam’s team had won. 
Adam, his teammates and the coach were all happy.
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Let’s listen to a story.
- �The teacher reads a story of “What should I do?” 

twice.
A- Questions for Discussion
- �At the beginning of the match, Adam perhaps 

wanted to impress his teammates. Maybe he felt 
shy or anxious because he was new to the school.

- Adam’s team won the match because they started 
to work as a team and implement the coach’s plan.
- �When we want to achieve a collective success or do 

something better in less time.
Group work, in order to achieve success, requires 
commitment to the required tasks and the plan 
of action. 

B- Let’s think together about the phrase “Unity is 
Strength”.
Here the teacher emphasizes the need to commit 
and make decisions collectively, recalling what 
happened to Adam when he took a decision 
individually. 
 
The activity raises students’ awareness of the 
importance of unity within the team.

Activity 2 (15 Minutes)
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2 Adam’s mother kept talking to him about the 
importance of teamwork. However, Adam wasn’t 
paying attention; he was thinking about his new 
school and how he could fit in. 

The next day at school, the students were getting 
ready to play a football match against a team from 
another school. Adam’s coach split the team into 
attacking players and defenders. He said that it was 
important for everyone to keep to the plan and for 
attacking players to attack and defenders to defend.

The match started. Adam’s team was keeping to the 
plan that their coach had discussed with them. But 
suddenly, Adam, who was playing in defence, decided 
that he could score a goal all on his own. He got the 
ball and set off towards the other team’s goal, but 
before he could get there the other team got the ball 
off him, ran down to the other end of the field and 
scored. Adam’s teammates were angry and shouted at 
him, ‘What do you think you are doing?’

The coach said, ‘Why didn’t you stick to the plan? 
They wouldn’t have scored if you had stayed in 
defence.’

Adam felt bad about what he had done. 

What Shall I Do?
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Questions for Discussion
 How do you think Adam feels about his teammates at the 
beginning of the match? 
 Why do you think Adam’s team won the match?
 In what situations do you think team work is important?

  How do you think Adam feels about his teammates at the 

Let’s think about the statement, 
‘Unity is Strength’. What do you 
think this means?

He said, ‘I thought I was doing what was best for the 
team. I’m really sorry.’

He wondered what he could do to put things right. 

Adam came to a decision. He would stay in defence for 
the rest of the match. When, at the end of the match, 
the referee blew his whistle, Adam’s team had won. 
Adam, his teammates and the coach were all happy.
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a  Taking a maths test. 

......................................................

c   Celebrating National Day in  
the UAE. 

......................................................

b  Working on a construction project.

.......................................................

d   Reciting a poem during Teacher’s 
Day.

.......................................................

Are the activities below done in groups or individually?3
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leadership helpfulness tolerance open-mindedness teamwork

a. Sami couldn’t finish the poster on his own and Salah offered to help.
(_______________)
b. Rocci presented her ideas clearly to the class. (________________)
c. Majid didn’t agree with Sami’s ideas, but he respected them. (_______________)
d.  Conal and the rest of the team stuck to the plan and everyone tried to make it

work (_______________)
e. Hamid organised his team well so that they were able to complete the task.
(_______________)

4 Work in groups. What qualities lead to effectiveness at 
work? Match the words to the situations.

Find the words.5

plan

share

effort

success 

roles

leader listen

team

s

h

a

e p m
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m
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ed

e
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Classify the following activities between group 
work and individual work. 
Group Work: b, c		  Individual Work a, d

Activity 3 (5 Minutes)
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a  Taking a maths test. 

......................................................

c   Celebrating National Day in  
the UAE. 

......................................................

b  Working on a construction project.

.......................................................

d   Reciting a poem during Teacher’s 
Day.

.......................................................

Are the activities below done in groups or individually?3
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d.  Conal and the rest of the team stuck to the plan and everyone tried to make it

work (_______________)
e. Hamid organised his team well so that they were able to complete the task.
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Collaborate with your colleagues and choose the qualities we need to work 
effectively
a: (helpfulness)  b: (open-mindedness)  c: (tolerance)  d: (teamwork)  e: (leadership)

This activity identifies for students the qualities that the team must have in order 
to be successful. 

Search for elements of group work. 
A: plan               	 B share	  
C: effort    	 D: success	  
E: roles	                    F: leader              	  
G: listen         	 H: team           

This activity aims to enhance students' ability 
to acquire vocabulary and concepts of the 
behaviour of belonging to a team.

Students recall the outcomes of this lesson, and 
the teacher confirms the acquired concepts (5 
minutes)

Group work requires many skills and qualities 
relating to working together effectively, such as 
role-playing, listening and exchanging ideas. 
Group work involves skills that differ from 
the skills required by individual work (such as 
exchanging ideas and listening). 
Having and using these skills is essential for 
individual and group benefit. 

Activity 4 (5 minutes)

Activity 5 (Optional) (10 Minutes)
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Self-identity and Working 
with Others 2Unit

How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can How Can 
I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?I Help?

Lesson 5  

When should I offer to help? How?
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Stating a wish to help others.

Work in pairs. Think of something you find difficult to do. Ask your partner for help.

1

Vocabulary

support

tasks

Working with my friend
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Learning Outcomes: 

•	 �Behave at school in a way that ensures students learn effectively, while realising their 
responsibilities, duties and how to adapt behaviour to different situations

•	�Realise the impact of people’s behaviour on their colleagues, having a sense of 
responsibility when interacting with others and playing roles

•	�Work confidently in teams, apply communicative skills and solve problems to 
accomplish objectives, while avoiding the behaviours that hamper the success of 
group work

•	�Offer support to classmates in suitable ways using the simple and diverse dialogues 
provided to them, while showing respect for all opinions and being compassionate 
towards other people’s feelings

Required Materials

•	Pens
•	Cardboard (wall boards)

Lesson Objective

Personal desire to be helped or supported - ways to 
help and support others - non-helpful behaviour - 
things that may seem helpful but are not (such as 
letting someone to copy your work)

How Can I Help
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Stating a wish to help others.

Work in pairs. Think of something you find difficult to do. Ask your partner for help.
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Vocabulary

support

tasks

Working with my friend
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I express my desire to help.
The teacher divides the class into two groups.  
The teacher asks each student to think about a task 
that he or she finds difficult to do alone, and then 
chooses a colleague from the second group to help 
him or her to accomplish it.
The teacher can give examples of simple requests 
for help. such as help to put together a puzzle, tie a 
shoelace, draw a picture or write a certain word.
The colleague from the other team should think 
about the best way to help.
Conclusion:
• �Personal desire to be helped or supported 
• Ways to help and support others 

Introductory Activity 1 (10 Minutes)

Assistance; help

Work or jobs that need to be 
done

Support 

Tasks

  Teacher’s Guide
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2 Adam came home from school with a big smile on his
face. His mother asked him why he was so happy and 
excited. He said, ‘I made new friends� Wassim helped 
me in the maths test� He showed me his paper so I 
could copy all the answers. Then Majid explained that 
the word night has a ‘g’ and ‘h’ even though you don’t 
hear them. Then I couldn’t find my exercise book and 
Hanaa helped me to look for it.’

Adam’s mother hugged him and said, ‘I’m really happy 
that you made new friends, but I want you to think 
carefully about what Wassim, Majid and Hanaa did for 
you today. Who offered you the right type of help? It is 
very important to help and support one another, but 
it’s even more important to know how to help in the 
right way.’

Adam thought carefully about his mother’s words. 
Then he said, ‘OK, I think I understand what you 
mean. You mean it’s important to help at the right 
time and in the right way. But Wassim, Majid and 
Hanaa will still be my friends, all three of them.’

New Friends
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Questions for Discussion

 Who do you think offered the right type of help to Adam? 
Did anyone offer help that was not really helpful at all?
 If your friend asked you for help during a test, would you 
help? 
 What would you do if your friend asked you for help before 
the test? Would you help? How?

Let’s think about the statement, 
‘One hand can’t clap.’ What do you 
think this means?

Adam’s mother laughed and said, ‘Of course they will.’
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Let’s listen to a story

- � The teacher reads the story of “New Friends” 

twice.

- � Narrative style is to be used while reading.

- � The teacher makes sure that the students 

understand the moral of the story.

a‌.  Questions for Discussion.

- � Majid helped him to write the word ‘night’, which 

was good help. Next time Adam will be able to 

write it alone. Hanaa’s help was also good.

- � Wassim’s help was not the best type of help 

because Adam will not know how to solve math 

problems on his own next time. Also, copying 

answers instead of doing the test himself was 

cheating. 

- � Possible Answer: I would only help if the teacher 

gave me permission to explain to my friend what 

he did not understand.

-  Possible answer: Yes, if my friend asked for help 

before the test, I would show him or her how to do 

the exercise.�

Conclusion

•  Best ways to help

• � Sometimes, something that seems to be helpful 

is actually not (such as allowing someone to copy 

your work).

b. Let’s think of the following statement: “One 

hand can't clap”.

A person can not always do the work alone, so he or 

she asks for help from someone else. 

 

The activity highlights the common need for 

help. 

Activity 2 (15 Minutes)
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2 Adam came home from school with a big smile on his
face. His mother asked him why he was so happy and 
excited. He said, ‘I made new friends� Wassim helped 
me in the maths test� He showed me his paper so I 
could copy all the answers. Then Majid explained that 
the word night has a ‘g’ and ‘h’ even though you don’t 
hear them. Then I couldn’t find my exercise book and 
Hanaa helped me to look for it.’

Adam’s mother hugged him and said, ‘I’m really happy 
that you made new friends, but I want you to think 
carefully about what Wassim, Majid and Hanaa did for 
you today. Who offered you the right type of help? It is 
very important to help and support one another, but 
it’s even more important to know how to help in the 
right way.’

Adam thought carefully about his mother’s words. 
Then he said, ‘OK, I think I understand what you 
mean. You mean it’s important to help at the right 
time and in the right way. But Wassim, Majid and 
Hanaa will still be my friends, all three of them.’

New Friends
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Questions for Discussion

 Who do you think offered the right type of help to Adam? 
Did anyone offer help that was not really helpful at all?
 If your friend asked you for help during a test, would you 
help? 
 What would you do if your friend asked you for help before 
the test? Would you help? How?

Let’s think about the statement, 
‘One hand can’t clap.’ What do you 
think this means?

Adam’s mother laughed and said, ‘Of course they will.’
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Helping others.
Look at the pictures. How do you think the children are feeling? How could you 
help them?

3

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ... 

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................
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4 Helpful actions. Unhelpful actions.
Decide if each of these actions is helpful or unhelpful. Put each one into its correct 
column.
• I did my friend’s homework for him. •  I taught my little sister how to draw a

flower.

• I tied my friend’s shoelace. •  I built a palace out of blocks with my
brother.

• I helped our neighbour look for his lost cat. • I helped my brother throw away the food
he didn’t want to eat behind our mother’s 
back.

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

Helpful Unhelpful
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I think, ask and try to help.
�Look at the pictures. Ask how are the children 
feeling in each one. Then ask what the appropriate 
type of help would be.
 
Suggested Answers:
Picture 1: Afraid (maybe she lost her mother / I 
would help her to find her mother)
Picture 2: Worried (he may be finding his lessons 
difficult / I would explain them to him)
Picture 3: Crying (she wants her mother / I would 
console her)
Picture 4: Angry (is annoyed with her friend / I would 
play with her)
Differentiated  Learning: 
The teacher helps beginners with their answers.

The students conclude:
The importance of thoughtfulness and think of 
way to provide help.

Activity 3 (20 Minutes)
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Helping others.
Look at the pictures. How do you think the children are feeling? How could you 
help them?

3

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ... 

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................

I think ...

......................................................................................................

How would you help?

......................................................................................................
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4 Helpful actions. Unhelpful actions.
Decide if each of these actions is helpful or unhelpful. Put each one into its correct 
column.
• I did my friend’s homework for him. •  I taught my little sister how to draw a

flower.

• I tied my friend’s shoelace. •  I built a palace out of blocks with my
brother.

• I helped our neighbour look for his lost cat. • I helped my brother throw away the food
he didn’t want to eat behind our mother’s 
back.

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

Helpful Unhelpful
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Classify the following actions to helpful or unhelpful.
Helpful: 5-4-2      unhelpful: 6-3-1
• � This activity enhances the ability of students to distinguish between helpful 

behaviour and unhelpful behaviour, and actions that may appear to be helpful but not 
so.

Activity 4 (5 Minutes)

  Teacher’s Guide
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Finding a solution
Work in groups. Imagine that your school caretaker, who lives on his own, is very 
ill and doesn’t have anyone to take care of him. He will have to stay in bed for a 
long time. How could you help? Work with your group to think of a plan of action.

• Select a team leader.
• Make a list of the caretaker’s usual tasks.
• Decide which of his tasks you could do.
• Decide on the level of help you could offer him while he is ill.
• Develop a clear work plan.
• Distribute tasks and roles.
• Exchange ideas with other groups.

5
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Support and help within the family6

Talk with a friend about ways to 
help and support your families.
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Looking for a solution.
The teacher divides the students into groups, asks 
them to think about how they can help the sick 
school janitor and explains what is required:
-  Choosing a group leader.
-  Identifying the tasks performed by the janitor.
- � Identifying the tasks that they can perform on 

behalf of the janitor.
- � Identifying the help they can provide to the sick 

janitor.
-  Developing a clear action plan.
-  Distributing of roles and responsibilities.
- � Sharing ideas with other groups and presenting 

them to the class.

Conclusion:
Strengthening the foundations of group work and 
understanding the different ways of providing help.

Activity 5 (20 Minutes)
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Finding a solution
Work in groups. Imagine that your school caretaker, who lives on his own, is very 
ill and doesn’t have anyone to take care of him. He will have to stay in bed for a 
long time. How could you help? Work with your group to think of a plan of action.

• Select a team leader.
• Make a list of the caretaker’s usual tasks.
• Decide which of his tasks you could do.
• Decide on the level of help you could offer him while he is ill.
• Develop a clear work plan.
• Distribute tasks and roles.
• Exchange ideas with other groups.
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Support and help within the family6

Talk with a friend about ways to 
help and support your families.
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Support and help within family.
With a colleague, think about ways of giving help and 
support in your family.
The student tells his or her colleague about helping 
in some way at home, such as doing housework or 
taking care of a younger sibling.
Conclusion:
We can help at home just as we can help at school.

Students recall the outcomes of this lesson, and the 
teacher confirms the acquired concepts (5 minutes)
Non-hesitation in asking for help when needed, 
appropriately providing help, and the importance of 
group work in providing help.

Optional Activity 6 (10 Minutes)

  Teacher’s Guide

66

Al
l r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. N

o 
pa

rt
 o

f t
hi

s 
ba

ge
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

, s
to

re
d 

in
 a

 re
tie

va
l s

ys
te

m
 o

r t
ra

ns
m

itt
ed

 in
 a

ny
 fo

rm
 o

r b
y 

an
y 

m
ea

ns
 w

ith
ou

t p
rio

r p
er

m
iss

io
n 

in
 w

rit
in

g 
of

 th
e 

pu
bl

ish
er

. 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. N
o 

pa
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

ba
ge

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
, s

to
re

d 
in

 a
 re

tie
va

l s
ys

te
m

 o
r t

ra
ns

m
itt

ed
 in

 a
ny

 fo
rm

 o
r b

y 
an

y 
m

ea
ns

 w
ith

ou
t p

rio
r p

er
m

iss
io

n 
in

 w
rit

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pu

bl
ish

er
. 

Unit 2 Lesson 5



6564
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Social

In this unit students 
will learn about 
the UAE in the past 
and in the present. 
They will learn 
how nature shaped 
people’s way of 
living and making 
money. They will 
learn how the UAE 
has developed into 
the modern country 
it is today.  

Lesson 1 The UAE during the Last Century

Lesson 2 Natural Resources in the UAE 

Lesson 3 Life by the Sea

Lesson 4 Life in Coastal Cities

Lesson 5 Life in the Desert

Lesson 6 Life in the Desert Oasis

Lesson 7 Modern-Day UAE

Lesson 8 UAE HeritageProject

UAE 
Community

Domain

  Unit 3

Unit 3:

UAE Community

Domain: Social

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies
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Social

In this unit students 
will learn about 
the UAE in the past 
and in the present. 
They will learn 
how nature shaped 
people’s way of 
living and making 
money. They will 
learn how the UAE 
has developed into 
the modern country 
it is today.  

Lesson 1 The UAE during the Last Century

Lesson 2 Natural Resources in the UAE 

Lesson 3 Life by the Sea

Lesson 4 Life in Coastal Cities

Lesson 5 Life in the Desert

Lesson 6 Life in the Desert Oasis

Lesson 7 Modern-Day UAE

Lesson 8 UAE HeritageProject

UAE 
Community

Domain

  Unit 3
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 The UAE
 During the
Last Century

Lesson 1  
Vocabulary

exported pearls

century decade

A decade is 10 years.

A century is 10 decades or 100 years.

Warm up: Learn from Pictures

•  use terms to refer to time (e.g. 
decade, century, generation, etc.)

• construct a timeline showing 
significant events in one’s life

• recall events in the history of the UAE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.1.02.002
Uses terms to refer to time (e.g. decade, century, 
generation, etc.)  

MSC.2.1.01.003
Constructs a timeline showing significant events in 
one’s life  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Century
•	 Decade
•	 exported
•	 pearls

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Use terms to refer to time (e.g. decade, century, 

generation, etc.)
•	  Construct a timeline showing significant events 

in one’s life
•	 Recall events in the history of the UAE.

Teachers are responsible for previewing any 
material and images from any online sources and for 
assuring that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students.

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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Vocabulary
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century decade

A decade is 10 years.

A century is 10 decades or 100 years.

Warm up: Learn from Pictures
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decade, century, generation, etc.)

• construct a timeline showing 
significant events in one’s life
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Following is the suggested order of activities for 
this lesson with the SLOs they cover:   

1.0 The UAE During the Last Century- Learn from 
Pictures
MSC.2.1.02.002 Uses terms to refer to time (e.g. 
decade, century, generation, etc.)  
 
1.1 The UAE During the Last Century-Check Your 
Understanding 
MSC.2.1.02.002 Uses terms to refer to time (e.g. 
decade, century, generation, etc.)  
 

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

1.2 The UAE During the Last Century-Construct 
a Time Line
MSC.2.1.01.003 Constructs a timeline showing 
significant events in one’s life  
1.3 The UAE During the Last Century-My 
Timeline  
MSC.2.1.01.003 Constructs a timeline showing 
significant events in one’s life  
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Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

Warm up

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Label the pictures as “a decade 
ago” or “a century ago.” 

Selected Activity Answers

A century ago
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Warm up

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Label the pictures as “a decade 
ago” or “a century ago.” 

A decade ago
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Lesson Text

A century ago, the area now called the United Arab 
Emirates, or UAE, was called the Trucial States.  At 
that time, most people made a living by farming, 
fishing, and trading. 
Many men were also pearl divers. Money from 
selling pearls helped the Trucial States grow. In 
1912, the first national school named Al Ahmadiya 
School opened in the emirate of Dubai.

In 1893, a man named Kokichi Mikimoto came up 
with a way to cause oysters to make pearls. This 
meant that pearls could be made cheaply in pearl 
farms. By 1930, pearl divers and traders could not 
sell expensive natural pearls. Life became difficult 
for many years in the Trucial States. 
In the 1958 oil was discovered in the UAE. Abu 
Dhabi first exported oil in 1962. Dubai first 
exported oil in 1969. The leaders used the money 
from selling oil to build their emirates.

The UAE during the The UAE during the 
Last Century Last Century 

7170
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

  Unit 3 Lesson 1

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

73

Grade 2

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies



A century ago, the area now called the United Arab 
Emirates, or UAE, was called the Trucial States.  At 
that time, most people made a living by farming, 
fishing, and trading. 
Many men were also pearl divers. Money from 
selling pearls helped the Trucial States grow. In 
1912, the first national school named Al Ahmadiya 
School opened in the emirate of Dubai.

In 1893, a man named Kokichi Mikimoto came up 
with a way to cause oysters to make pearls. This 
meant that pearls could be made cheaply in pearl 
farms. By 1930, pearl divers and traders could not 
sell expensive natural pearls. Life became difficult 
for many years in the Trucial States. 
In the 1958 oil was discovered in the UAE. Abu 
Dhabi first exported oil in 1962. Dubai first 
exported oil in 1969. The leaders used the money 
from selling oil to build their emirates.
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 Activity 1: Check Your Understanding
Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences.

1.
The area now called the United Arab Emirates, or UAE, was called the 

Trucial States a ________________________ ago. 

2.
Most people who lived in the Trucial States made a  

______________________________ by farming, fishing, and trading.

3.
A man named Kokichi Mikimoto came up with a way to cause oysters to 

make ________________________. 

4.
By 1930, pearls could be made cheaply in pearl farms, so pearl divers and 

traders could not sell more ________________________ natural pearls.

5.
After oil was discovered, the leaders used the money from 

________________________ oil to build their emirates. 

Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

•	 1. century   

•	 2. living   

•	 3. pearls  

•	 4. expensive 

•	 5. selling  
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Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

 Activity 1: Check Your Understanding
Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences.

1.
The area now called the United Arab Emirates, or UAE, was called the 

Trucial States a ________________________ ago. 

2.
Most people who lived in the Trucial States made a  

______________________________ by farming, fishing, and trading.

3.
A man named Kokichi Mikimoto came up with a way to cause oysters to 

make ________________________. 

4.
By 1930, pearls could be made cheaply in pearl farms, so pearl divers and 

traders could not sell more ________________________ natural pearls.

5.
After oil was discovered, the leaders used the money from 

________________________ oil to build their emirates. 
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Activity 2: Construct a Time Line 

A timeline is a way of showing a list of events in the order they happened. 

Use the text to complete the timeline. Add the event number under the 
year. The first one has been done for you.

 Events

1. Area now known as UAE was called Trucial States.

2. Abu Dhabi first exported oil.

3. Al Ahmadiya School opened in Dubai

4. Oil was discovered in the UAE.

5. Pearl farming replaced diving for natural pearls.

6. Dubai first exported oil.

 1900 19581912 19621930 1969

1

Activity 2: Construct a Time Line

 Before
1900

Before 
1958

Before 
1912

Before 
1962

Before 
1930

Before 
1969

1 3 5 4 2 6
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Activity 2: Construct a Time Line 

A timeline is a way of showing a list of events in the order they happened. 

Use the text to complete the timeline. Add the event number under the 
year. The first one has been done for you.

 Events

1. Area now known as UAE was called Trucial States.

2. Abu Dhabi first exported oil.

3. Al Ahmadiya School opened in Dubai

4. Oil was discovered in the UAE.

5. Pearl farming replaced diving for natural pearls.

6. Dubai first exported oil.

 1900 19581912 19621930 1969

1
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Activity 3: My Timeline
Create a timeline of important events in your life. 

Step 1: Write your age when each event happened.

How old were you when you

1• Lost your first tooth? _____________________________________

2• Got your first haircut? _____________________________________

3• Took your first step? _____________________________________

4• Had your first day at school? _____________________________________

5• Read your first book? _____________________________________

 

Age 1

Age 5

Age 2

Age 6

Age 3

Age 7

Age 4

Age 8

Step 2: Add your life events to the timeline.
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Activity 3: My Timeline
Create a timeline of important events in your life. 

Step 1: Write your age when each event happened.

How old were you when you

1• Lost your first tooth? _____________________________________

2• Got your first haircut? _____________________________________

3• Took your first step? _____________________________________

4• Had your first day at school? _____________________________________

5• Read your first book? _____________________________________

 

Age 1

Age 5

Age 2

Age 6

Age 3

Age 7

Age 4

Age 8

Step 2: Add your life events to the timeline.

Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes.

Flash Cards of Time Words can be created. They 
can be used for students to practice and can be 
displayed around the classroom.

The students along with their teacher can look at a 
timeline representing the development of the UAE 
since its inception.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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 Natural
 Resources in

the UAE

Lesson 2
Vocabulary

make a living

endangered

 natural resources natural features

Which natural 
features do see 
in the pictures?

Warm Up

• identify the UAE’s natural features, and seas.  
• identify old and new natural resources  
• understand how natural resources shape the 

way people lived in the past and how they live 
now 

•  learn about the dugong, an endangered animal 
living in the seas near UAE

dugong

 Put an “x” next to the one 
you will NOT see in the UAE. 

Discuss your answer.  
Write notes. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.2.02.009
Locates and describes physical features of the earth 
(e.g., oceans, mountains, valleys)  
 
MSC.2.3.02.005
Describes how humans depend on the environment 
to meet their needs  
 
MSC.2.3.01.003
Analyzes ways in which people from different 
cultures adapt to the physical environment  
  
MSC.2.6.01.005
Participates in the resolution of an identified local 
issue (e.g., recycling, safety, pollution)  

Key Vocabulary

•	 natural resources
•	  natural features
•	  make a living
•	  endangered
•	  dugong

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Identify the UAE’s natural features 
•	 Identify old and new natural resources  
•	 Understand how natural resources shape the 

way people lived in the past and how they live 
now 

•	 Learn about the Dugong, an endangered 
animal living in the seas near UAE.

Teachers are responsible for previewing any 
material and images from any online sources and for 
assuring that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Natural
 Resources in

the UAE

Lesson 2
Vocabulary

make a living

endangered

 natural resources natural features

Which natural 
features do see 
in the pictures?

Warm Up

• identify the UAE’s natural features, and seas.  
• identify old and new natural resources  
• understand how natural resources shape the 

way people lived in the past and how they live 
now 

•  learn about the dugong, an endangered animal 
living in the seas near UAE

dugong

 Put an “x” next to the one 
you will NOT see in the UAE. 

Discuss your answer.  
Write notes. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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Following is the suggested order of activities for 
this lesson with the SLOs they cover:   

2.0 Natural Resources in the UAE-Knowledge Check  
MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates and describes physical 
features of the earth (e.g., oceans, mountains, 
valleys)  
 
2.1 Natural Resources in the UAE-Check Your 
Understanding  
MSC.2.3.02.005 Describes how humans depend on 
the environment to meet their needs  
MSC.2.3.01.003 Analyzes ways in which people from 
different cultures adapt to the physical environment  
 

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

2.2 Natural Resources in the UAE- Map skills 
Activity
MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates and describes physical 
features of the earth (e.g., oceans, mountains, 
valleys)  
 
2.3 Natural Resources in the UAE-Discuss 
MSC.2.6.01.005 Participates in the resolution of 
an identified local issue (e.g., recycling, safety, 
pollution)  
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  NATURE SHAPES PEOPLE’S LIVES

 The nature of an area affects how people live. It affects the jobs people 
have, the kind of food they eat, and the way they build their homes.  
People use things that are found in nature. These are called natural 
resources. 

 People who lived on the coast (land near the sea) made a living from 
fishing, pearl diving and sea trading. They made boats of wood and 
travelled on the seas to trade.

 What resources do you see in the picture?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Some people lived inland (away from the coast) in oases. An oasis is a 
place in the desert that has water. They made a living by farming. They 
grew dates and kept animals like camels, goats, and sheep.

What natural resource do you think are important for farming?   
What natural resources do you see in the picture?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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  NATURE SHAPES PEOPLE’S LIVES

 The nature of an area affects how people live. It affects the jobs people 
have, the kind of food they eat, and the way they build their homes.  
People use things that are found in nature. These are called natural 
resources. 

 People who lived on the coast (land near the sea) made a living from 
fishing, pearl diving and sea trading. They made boats of wood and 
travelled on the seas to trade.

 What resources do you see in the picture?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Some people lived inland (away from the coast) in oases. An oasis is a 
place in the desert that has water. They made a living by farming. They 
grew dates and kept animals like camels, goats, and sheep.

What natural resource do you think are important for farming?   
What natural resources do you see in the picture?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences. 

1.
Things people get from nature and use to live are called natural 

___________________________. 

2.
People who lived at the _____________________________ ate fish and used pearls to 

make a living. 

3.
Dates, camels and sheep are natural resources used by people who lived near 

___________________________ to make a living. 

5.
A century ago, the most valuable natural resource in the Trucial States was 

__________________________. 

Activity 2: Map Skills

Look at the Map and circle the two bodies of water that surround the UAE.

  Unit 3 Lesson 2 83
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

•	 1. Resources 

•	 2. Living  

•	 3. Oases   

•	 4. Water   
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

Fill in the blanks to complete the sentences. 

1.
Things people get from nature and use to live are called natural 

___________________________. 

2.
People who lived at the _____________________________ ate fish and used pearls to 

make a living. 

3.
Dates, camels and sheep are natural resources used by people who lived near 

___________________________ to make a living. 

5.
A century ago, the most valuable natural resource in the Trucial States was 

__________________________. 

Activity 2: Map Skills

Look at the Map and circle the two bodies of water that surround the UAE.
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Activity 2: Map Skills: 

Students are to circle the two bodies of water that 
surround the UAE: Arabian Gulf and Sea of Oman. 
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 MARINE ANIMALS IN THE UAE WATERS

The UAE is surrounded by two bodies of water: the Arabian Gulf and 
the Sea of Oman. More than 500 kinds of fish live in the seas near the 
UAE. Fish have always been an important natural resource for people 
in the UAE.  There are very small fish like seahorses. There are big fish 
like sharks. Fish and other animals that live in the sea are called marine 
animals. 

Seahorse Dolphins

Dugongs are a kind of marine animal that live in the warm waters near 
the UAE. Dugongs are sometimes called sea cows. They are very big, and 
they eat seagrass. Baby dugongs stay with their mothers for nearly two 
years.

The dugong is an endangered animal. This means that there are few of 
them left in the world. People are using the seas where dugongs used to 
live. There is not enough sea grass left in the seas to feed them.

Dugong eating sea grass with pilot fish

Dugong with baby
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 MARINE ANIMALS IN THE UAE WATERS

The UAE is surrounded by two bodies of water: the Arabian Gulf and 
the Sea of Oman. More than 500 kinds of fish live in the seas near the 
UAE. Fish have always been an important natural resource for people 
in the UAE.  There are very small fish like seahorses. There are big fish 
like sharks. Fish and other animals that live in the sea are called marine 
animals. 

Seahorse Dolphins

Dugongs are a kind of marine animal that live in the warm waters near 
the UAE. Dugongs are sometimes called sea cows. They are very big, and 
they eat seagrass. Baby dugongs stay with their mothers for nearly two 
years.

The dugong is an endangered animal. This means that there are few of 
them left in the world. People are using the seas where dugongs used to 
live. There is not enough sea grass left in the seas to feed them.

Dugong eating sea grass with pilot fish

Dugong with baby
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Activity 3: Discuss 
What do you think we can do to save the dugongs and other endangered sea animals? 

Discuss with your partner and take notes here.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

dugong looking for food
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Activity 3: Discuss 

Teacher directs discussion to raise students’ 
awareness about the issue of endangered species 
and elicits solutions to this problem from students. 
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Activity 3: Discuss 
What do you think we can do to save the dugongs and other endangered sea animals? 

Discuss with your partner and take notes here.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

dugong looking for food
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes.

To further explain natural resources, students can 
be asked to identify natural resources from images 
displayed by teacher.

Teacher can arrange a trip to the Sharjah Aquarium 
to see the different kinds of marine animals.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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 Life by 
the Sea

Lesson 3

Vocabulary

trap

fisherman

•  Describe life by the sea in the past
•  Understand the importance of pearl diving and 

fishing to people living in the coastal areas
•  Learn about traditional tools people used in 

the past. shape the way people lived in the past 
and how they live now 

bait
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Unit 3 Lesson 3  

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.3.02.005
Describes how humans depend on the environment 
to meet their needs  
 
MSC.3.1.02.004
Make a simple interpretation about, for example, the 
provenance and usage of an artefact  
  
MSC.2.1.01.005
Uses historical records and artifacts to describe how 
people’s lives have changed over time  
 
MSC.2.5.02.004
Identifies the reasons stated by an author of a 
particular text to present his point of view  

Key Vocabulary

•	 trap
•	 fisherman
•	 bait

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Describe life by the sea in the past
•	 Understand the importance of pearl diving and 

fishing to people living in the coastal areas. 
•	 Learn about traditional tools people used in the 

past.

Teachers are responsible for previewing any material 
and images from any online sources and assuring 
that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Life by 
the Sea

Lesson 3

Vocabulary

trap

fisherman

•  Describe life by the sea in the past
•  Understand the importance of pearl diving and 

fishing to people living in the coastal areas
•  Learn about traditional tools people used in 

the past. shape the way people lived in the past 
and how they live now 

bait
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Unit 3 Lesson 3  

Following is the suggested order of activities for 
this lesson with the SLOs they cover:   

2.0 Natural Resources in the UAE-Knowledge Check  
MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates and describes physical 
features of the earth (e.g., oceans, mountains, 
valleys)  
 
2.1 Natural Resources in the UAE-Check Your 
Understanding  
MSC.2.3.02.005 Describes how humans depend on 
the environment to meet their needs  
MSC.2.3.01.003 Analyzes ways in which people from 
different cultures adapt to the physical environment  
 

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

2.2 Natural Resources in the UAE- Map skills 
Activity
MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates and describes physical 
features of the earth (e.g., oceans, mountains, 
valleys)  
 
2.3 Natural Resources in the UAE-Discuss 
MSC.2.6.01.005 Participates in the resolution of 
an identified local issue (e.g., recycling, safety, 
pollution)  
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GIFTS OF THE SEA

The sea has always been an important part of life in the UAE. People got 
many gifts from the sea. Two of the gifts were fish and pearls. 

Fishermen caught fish to eat and sell. They used tools such as fishing 
traps to catch fish. Fishing traps were shaped like half-circles. Fish swam 
into the traps to eat the bait. The fish could not get out. The fish were 
collected by the fishermen. Fishing is still an important way people make 
a living in the UAE.

fishing traps Making a Fishing trap

9190
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

  Unit 3 Lesson 3Lesson Text

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 



  Teacher’s Guide

94Unit 3 Lesson 3

GIFTS OF THE SEA

The sea has always been an important part of life in the UAE. People got 
many gifts from the sea. Two of the gifts were fish and pearls. 

Fishermen caught fish to eat and sell. They used tools such as fishing 
traps to catch fish. Fishing traps were shaped like half-circles. Fish swam 
into the traps to eat the bait. The fish could not get out. The fish were 
collected by the fishermen. Fishing is still an important way people make 
a living in the UAE.

fishing traps Making a Fishing trap
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Lesson Text

Natural pearls are found inside some oyster shells. Pearl diving 
was a dangerous, hard job. Divers dived into the water and put 
clams in a basket. Each 
dive lasted for about 3 
minutes. The divers and 
baskets were pulled up 
by helpers. They looked 
for pearls in the shells.  
Few oysters had pearls 
in them.

Divers lived on the boat 
for about four months. 
A cannon was fired 
when the diving season 
was over. Ship captains 
sold the pearls and paid 
the divers and helpers.

Clam

Pearls

WHY ARE PEARLS VALUABLE? 

Natural pearls come from sea animals called oysters. They are formed 
when a bit of sand gets into the oyster’s shell. The oyster covers the bit of 
sand with shiny material. 

Most oysters do not have pearls. Pearls have been used to make 
jewellery for thousands of years. Natural pearls were so rare.  Only kings 
or queens had pearl jewellery.

Different kinds of pearls
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Natural pearls are found inside some oyster shells. Pearl diving 
was a dangerous, hard job. Divers dived into the water and put 
clams in a basket. Each 
dive lasted for about 3 
minutes. The divers and 
baskets were pulled up 
by helpers. They looked 
for pearls in the shells.  
Few oysters had pearls 
in them.
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for about four months. 
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2: Ordering Activity
Answer the questions.  

1. What are two gifts of the sea? ______________________________________________________________

2. What tool was used to catch fish?   __________________________________________________________

3. How long did the diving season last? __________________________________________________________

4. Who sold the pearls to pay the divers and helpers? _________________________________________

5.

What was used to let families know the diving season was over? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Put the pearl diving activities in order.  
The first one has been done for you.

Order Pearl Diving Activity

Helpers on the ship looked for pearls in the clams. 

Divers put the oysters in baskets.

A canon fired to let families know the pearling season was over.

1 Divers dived down the water looking for oysters. 

Helpers on the ship pulled the divers and the baskets up.

Challenge Question:
What do you think divers bought with the money from pearl diving?  
Discuss and write notes.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

1. Fish and Pearls    

2. Fishing Trap     

3. 4 months 

4. Ship Captains    

5. A cannon was fired.

Challenge Question: 

They bought things they needed to live 

like food (rice, pulses, wheat, etc.) and 

clothes (cloth, blankets, etc.)  which they 

could not produce themselves (furniture, 

dishes, glasses, etc.)
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Activity 2: Ordering Activity

Order Pearl Diving Activity

4
 Helpers on the ship looked
 .for pearls in the clams

2
 Divers put the oysters in
.baskets

5
 A canon fired to let families
 know the pearling season
.was over

1
 Divers dived down the water
 .looking for oysters

3
 Helpers on the ship pulled the
.divers and the baskets up
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Activity 3: Learning from Pictures 
Fishermen and pearl divers used tools to make their work easier. Complete the table using the steps: 

Step 1: Look carefully at the picture.

Step 2: Write the letter of the tool next to the tool in the picture. 

Step 3: Write what you think the tool was used for.

Tools What was the tool used for?

A
 fishing

traps

B fishing nets

C small boat

Tools of Fishermen
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Activity 3: Learning from pictures

Tools What was the tool used for?

A fishing traps Left side made of wire – used for catching fish

B fishing nets Back center hanging down – for catching fish

C small boat Left side under fish wire fish traps with oars – used to carry fishermen

D large basket Near center with man weaving it – to hold things

E small basket Center filled with shells – hold things like shells

F oyster shells
 In and under small basket – inside of shell called mother of pearl can be used to
make jewelry, used to use to hold things

G saws Near boat – mostly likely from sawfish – used to cut things

H rope Front of boat – to pull boat to shore and tie it
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3 Activity 4: Critical Thinking

Discuss in pairs.

Why were 

pearls so 

valuable?

Take notes here:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tools What was the tool used for?

D
 large
basket

E
 small
basket

F
 oyster
shells

G rope
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3 Activity 4: Critical Thinking

Discuss in pairs.

Why were 

pearls so 

valuable?

Take notes here:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tools What was the tool used for?

D
 large
basket

E
 small
basket

F
 oyster
shells

G rope
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes. 

Why were pearls so valuable?
Because they were rare and hard to get. Wealthy 
people wanted to use them for jewellery and 
decorations.

To reinforce the lesson’s key vocabulary, teachers 
can have students include artefacts and other things 
from the lesson in their Activity 5 pictures such as 
pearl-diving tools, fishing traps, dhow, pearls, baits, 
and oyster shells. 

Students can bring in (or look up online) pictures 
of tools and artefacts that people used in the past. 
They do not need to be from the UAE only. They can 
be from all over the world. 

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Activity 4: Critical Thinking

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities

Al
l r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. N

o 
pa

rt
 o

f t
hi

s 
ba

ge
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

, s
to

re
d 

in
 a

 re
tie

va
l s

ys
te

m
 o

r t
ra

ns
m

itt
ed

 in
 a

ny
 fo

rm
 o

r b
y 

an
y 

m
ea

ns
 w

ith
ou

t p
rio

r p
er

m
iss

io
n 

in
 w

rit
in

g 
of

 th
e 

pu
bl

ish
er

. 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. N
o 

pa
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

ba
ge

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
, s

to
re

d 
in

 a
 re

tie
va

l s
ys

te
m

 o
r t

ra
ns

m
itt

ed
 in

 a
ny

 fo
rm

 o
r b

y 
an

y 
m

ea
ns

 w
ith

ou
t p

rio
r p

er
m

iss
io

n 
in

 w
rit

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pu

bl
ish

er
. 



103

Grade 2
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies

 Life in
 Coastal

Cities

Lesson 4

Vocabulary

merchants

trade
•  list products traded in coastal cities in the 
UAE

•  understand the importance of trade in the 
past and present

•  learn the importance of dhows and ships 
for the transportation of goods and people 
used in the past.

dhow

products

coastal

inland
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Unit 3 Lesson 4  

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.4.01.006
Continues to identify basic economic principles (e.g., 
national industries, traditional industries, modern 
industries, scarcity, choice, goods, services)  
  
MSC.2.1.01.005
Uses historical records and artifacts to describe how 
people’s lives have changed over time  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Merchants
•	 trade
•	 dhow
•	 products
•	 coastal
•	 inland

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 List products traded in coastal cities in the UAE
•	 Understand the importance of trade in the past 

and present
•	 Learn the importance of dhows and ships for 

the transportation of goods and people.

Teachers are responsible for previewing any material 
and images from any online sources and assuring 
that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Life in
 Coastal

Cities

Lesson 4

Vocabulary

merchants

trade
•  list products traded in coastal cities in the 
UAE

•  understand the importance of trade in the 
past and present

•  learn the importance of dhows and ships 
for the transportation of goods and people 
used in the past.

dhow

products

coastal

inland
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Unit 3 Lesson 4  

Following is the suggested order of activities for 
this lesson with the SLOs they cover:   

2.0 Natural Resources in the UAE-Knowledge Check  
4.1 Life in Coastal Cities-Check Your Understanding  
MSC.2.4.01.006 Continues to identify basic economic 
principles (e.g., national industries, traditional 
industries, modern industries, scarcity, choice, 
goods, services)  
 
4.2 Life in Coastal Cities- Knowledge Check 
MSC.2.4.01.006 Continues to identify basic economic 
principles (e.g., national industries, traditional 
industries, modern industries, scarcity, choice, 
goods, services)  

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

4.3 Life in Coastal Cities- Critical Thinking 
MSC.2.4.01.006 Continues to identify basic 
economic principles (e.g., national industries, 
traditional industries, modern industries, 
scarcity, choice, goods, services)  
 
4.4 Life in Coastal Cities-Knowledge Check 
MSC.2.1.01.005 Uses historical records and 
artifacts to describe how people’s lives have 
changed over time  
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Warm Up: Brainstorm 
List products you can buy from a shopping centre or mall. Where do 
you think these products come from? 

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Product:

_____________

Where is it from?

 ________________

Think of a time you went to a shopping centre or mall. What did you see? 
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Lesson Text

 TRADING IN THE UAE

Trading has always been important to the people of the UAE. In the 
past, merchants sailed to other countries to buy and sell products. 
They would use dhows to travel on the sea to other countries. 

The merchants sold products from the UAE like dates, dried fish and 
pearls. They used the money to buy products from other countries like 
rice, spices and cloth.

When the merchants came 
back, they sold the new 
products to people in the 
coastal towns. A coastal town 
is a town built next to the sea. 
Selling things you have and 
buying things you need or want 
is called trading.

The small coastal towns of the 
past grew into the big cities of 
today. The big cities have large 
modern ports that can take in 
a large number of ships. Ships 
bring goods from all over the 
world to the UAE. Ships take 
goods from the UAE to cities of 
the world.

THE DHOW

 A dhow is a wooden boat used by sailors to travel on the sea. Dhows 
were used for fishing and for trading.

 Merchants used dhows to carry goods such as fruit, dates, fish, rice and 
spices. In the past dhows had no motors. How do you think they moved?

Dhow sailboat
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 TRADING IN THE UAE
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2: Knowledge Check

1. Coastal towns are towns ( near /  far from ) the sea.

2. Merchants are people who ( make products / buy and sell products ).

3. A dhow is a type of a ( house / boat ).

4.
Merchants took products from the UAE and ( bought / sold ) them in 
other countries.

5.
Merchants ( bought / sold ) new products in other countries and 

( bought / sold )  them in the UAE.

Name some products that merchants took with them on their dhows to sell outside the UAE.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name some products that merchants brought with them on their dhows to sell to people in the 
coastal towns of the UAE. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

1. Fish and Pearls    

2. Fishing Trap     

3. 4 months 

4. Ship Captains    

5. A cannon was fired.

Challenge Question: 

They bought things they needed to live 

like food (rice, pulses, wheat, etc.) and 

clothes (cloth, blankets, etc.)  which they 

could not produce themselves (furniture, 

dishes, glasses, etc.)
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Activity 2: Knowledge Check 

Some products that merchants took with 

them on their dhows to sell outside the 

UAE: Dates, Pearls 

Some products that merchants brought 

with them on their dhows to sell to 

people in the coastal towns of the UAE: 

Spices, cloth, rice. 
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking 
The products in the pictures were sold in coastal town markets in the UAE in the past. 

Write the name of the product in the box under the correct picture.

Gold jewellery Shoes   Spices Metal coffee pots

Challenge: Why do you think these products were brought from other countries?

Discuss and write notes.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking

Metal coffee pots, spices, gold jewellery, shoes
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Activity 4: Knowledge check
Nowadays, products are carried by ships instead of dhows. 

What do you think the modern ship carries?









Compare ships of today with dhows of the past. How are they the 
same and different?

Same: Different

 

 

 

 
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Activity 4: knowledge check

Answers will vary
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Activity 4: Knowledge check
Nowadays, products are carried by ships instead of dhows. 

What do you think the modern ship carries?
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Compare ships of today with dhows of the past. How are they the 
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes. 

Students can be asked to bring in some products 
that are mentioned in the lesson and role-play being 
merchants in a coastal city. 

A trip to the Maritime Museum to learn more about 
Dhows. 

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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 Life in the
Desert

Lesson 5

Vocabulary

hospitality

traditions

• describe the Arabian Desert
• know the importance of the camel for people in 

the desert
• identify some plants and animals that live in the 

desert
• understand how hospitality is an important part 

of Emirati culture. 

caravan

culture
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Unit 3 Lesson 5  

Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.3.01.004
Explains how physical systems affect people’s way 
of living  
 
MSC.2.2.02.009
Locates and describes physical features of the earth 
(e.g., oceans, mountains, valleys)  
 
MSC.1.1.02.007
Discuss what is meant by resilience and 
perseverance and give examples of individuals and 
groups of people who have demonstrated these 
qualities  
 
MSC.2.3.02.004
Describes various ways in which people depend on 
the physical environment  
 
MSC.2.3.01.003
Analyzes ways in which people from different 
cultures adapt to the physical environment  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Hospitality
•	 traditions
•	 caravan
•	 culture

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Describe the Arabian Desert
•	 Know the importance of the camel for people 

in the desert
•	 Identify some plants and animals that live in 

the desert
•	 Understand how hospitality is an important 

part of Emirati Culture

Teachers are responsible for previewing any 
material and images from any online sources and for 
assuring that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students.

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Life in the
Desert

Lesson 5

Vocabulary

hospitality

traditions

• describe the Arabian Desert
• know the importance of the camel for people in 

the desert
• identify some plants and animals that live in the 

desert
• understand how hospitality is an important part 

of Emirati culture. 

caravan

culture
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Unit 3 Lesson 5  

Following is the suggested order of activities for 
this lesson with the SLOs they cover:   

6.1 Life in the Desert-Check Your Understanding 
MSC.2.3.01.004 Explains how physical systems affect 
people’s way of living  
 MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates and describes physical 
features of the earth (e.g., oceans, mountains, 
valleys)  
 
6.2 Life in the Desert-Discuss  MSC.1.1.02.007 Discuss 
what is meant by resilience and perseverance and 
give examples of individuals and groups of people 
who have demonstrated these qualities  
 

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

6.3 Life in the Desert-Critical Thinking MSC.2.3.02.004 
Describes various ways in which people depend on the 
physical environment  
 
6.5 Life in the Desert-Using Your Creativity 
MSC.2.3.01.003 Analyzes ways in which people from 
different cultures adapt to the physical environment  
MSC.1.1.02.007 Discuss what is meant by resilience 
and perseverance and give examples of individuals 
and groups of people who have demonstrated these 
qualities  
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 LIFE IN THE DESERT

Deserts are dry land areas. Deserts can be hot and sandy or cold and 
frozen. Which kind of deserts are in the UAE?

Desert areas in the UAE are part of the Arabian Desert.  One part of 
the emirate of Abu Dhabi is called Al Rub al-Khali or “empty quarter.” 
Few people live there but it is not really empty. Desert plants and 
animals live there.

Empty Quarter

One important 
desert plant is the 
Ghaf tree. Ghaf 
trees can live up 
to 120 years and 
grow where there 
is underground 
water. They are the 
national tree of the 
UAE. 

Ghaf tree

Camel Caravan

Why do you think Ghaf trees were useful to people travelling in the desert?                                                                         

A century ago, people used camels to travel in the desert. Camels can go 
for days without eating or drinking. 

The camel was called the “ship of the desert” because it carried people 
and goods. People travelled in groups called caravans for safety. 
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Lesson Text

PEOPLE WHO LIVED IN THE DESERT
In the past, people called Bedouins lived in the desert. Bedouins depended 
on camels and other desert plants and animals for a living. Camels carried 
their goods and products through the desert between coastal towns and 
oasis towns. 

camel hair carpet design traditional coffee pots, dalla, used to make coffee for guests

Bedouins made and sold products made from camel milk like butter and 
yoghurt.  They also made and sold products made from camel hair like tents, 
mats and carpets. They had to keep moving for their camels and other animals 
to find food.

Bedouins were known for their hospitality. Hospitality means being kind 
to guests. Bedouins offered their guests food, water, shelter and coffee to 
make them feel comfortable. Hospitality became a very important part of 
Emirati culture and tradition.   
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PEOPLE WHO LIVED IN THE DESERT
In the past, people called Bedouins lived in the desert. Bedouins depended 
on camels and other desert plants and animals for a living. Camels carried 
their goods and products through the desert between coastal towns and 
oasis towns. 

camel hair carpet design traditional coffee pots, dalla, used to make coffee for guests

Bedouins made and sold products made from camel milk like butter and 
yoghurt.  They also made and sold products made from camel hair like tents, 
mats and carpets. They had to keep moving for their camels and other animals 
to find food.

Bedouins were known for their hospitality. Hospitality means being kind 
to guests. Bedouins offered their guests food, water, shelter and coffee to 
make them feel comfortable. Hospitality became a very important part of 
Emirati culture and tradition.   
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2: Learn from Pictures

Complete the sentences.

1. Parts of the UAE belong to large desert called the _______________ Desert. 

2.
The area called Al Rub al-Khali means the ______________quarter because 
few people live there.

3. Ghaf trees can live up to _______ years.

4.
Camels were sometimes called the __________ of the desert because they 
carried people and goods. 

5. Ghaf trees lived where there was underground  __________________.  

Match the picture of the desert animal to its name and description
Animal Picture Name and Description

Scorpion

I live in holes that I dig in the sand. I 
am dangerous because my tail has 
venom (poison) I have eight legs.

Fennec Fox

I live in the Sahara Desert. My 
huge ears help me keep cool. I am 
nocturnal so I hunt at night. My home 
is an underground burrow.

Meerkats

We live in family groups in African 
deserts. We walk on four feet but 
often stand on two feet. We live in 
underground burrows.

Oryx

We have two horns coming out of 
our heads. We eat grass and plants 
in the desert. We live in the UAE.
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding

Complete the sentences.

1. Arabian     

2. Empty     

3. 120     

4. Ship       

5. Water 
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2: Learn from Pictures

Complete the sentences.

1. Parts of the UAE belong to large desert called the _______________ Desert. 

2.
The area called Al Rub al-Khali means the ______________quarter because 
few people live there.

3. Ghaf trees can live up to _______ years.

4.
Camels were sometimes called the __________ of the desert because they 
carried people and goods. 

5. Ghaf trees lived where there was underground  __________________.  

Match the picture of the desert animal to its name and description
Animal Picture Name and Description

Scorpion

I live in holes that I dig in the sand. I 
am dangerous because my tail has 
venom (poison) I have eight legs.

Fennec Fox

I live in the Sahara Desert. My 
huge ears help me keep cool. I am 
nocturnal so I hunt at night. My home 
is an underground burrow.

Meerkats

We live in family groups in African 
deserts. We walk on four feet but 
often stand on two feet. We live in 
underground burrows.

Oryx

We have two horns coming out of 
our heads. We eat grass and plants 
in the desert. We live in the UAE.
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Activity 2: Discuss

1. Do you think Bedouins had an easy  

life? Explain why?

The teacher guides the discussion 

towards how hard Bedouins lives were 

and how resilient and persevere they 

were as a group living in the hard desert 

conditions.   

2. Hospitality is an important part 

of Emirati Culture. What makes the 

UAE a very welcoming and hospitable 

country? 

The teacher should try to elicit and 

highlight the meaning of hospitality, 

traditions and culture, then relate them 

to what the students know about the 

UAE. 
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking 4
In the past, Bedouins and other people travelling in the desert used natural 
resources they found to live.

Some of the natural resources from this lesson are shown in the center of the 
diagram. Match the natural resource with the way they were used by people 
living or travelling in the desert in the past.

1. camels

2. Ghaf trees

3. oryx

 carried goods
and people

 hunted for
fresh meat

 gave shade
from hot sun

 burned to cook food
and warm people

 helped people find
underground   water

 helped mark
locations

Camels were well suited to life in the desert. Draw a line 
from the description of the camel part of the camel to the 
part on the picture.

Camel Parts
 Hump: stores fat
and water

 Long Eyelashes: help
keep sand out the eyes

 Triple eyelids: protect
 eyes from blowing
sand and sun

 Nostrils: close to keep
out blowing sand

 2 Long legs: ending with
 hoofed padded toes to move
above the sand
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking

1. Camels - carried goods and people carried goods 
and people

2. Ghaf trees - gave shade from hot sun, helped 
people find underground   water, helped mark 
locations, burned to cook food and warm people

3. Oryx - carried goods and people
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking 4
In the past, Bedouins and other people travelling in the desert used natural 
resources they found to live.

Some of the natural resources from this lesson are shown in the center of the 
diagram. Match the natural resource with the way they were used by people 
living or travelling in the desert in the past.

1. camels

2. Ghaf trees

3. oryx

 carried goods
and people

 hunted for
fresh meat

 gave shade
from hot sun

 burned to cook food
and warm people

 helped people find
underground   water

 helped mark
locations

Camels were well suited to life in the desert. Draw a line 
from the description of the camel part of the camel to the 
part on the picture.

Camel Parts
 Hump: stores fat
and water

 Long Eyelashes: help
keep sand out the eyes

 Triple eyelids: protect
 eyes from blowing
sand and sun

 Nostrils: close to keep
out blowing sand

 2 Long legs: ending with
 hoofed padded toes to move
above the sand
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Activity 5: Using Your Creativity
Imagine that you were part of a 
camel caravan traveling in the 
desert. What would you need to 
carry? List or draw at least 5 items 
you would need to bring with you.

_______________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Activity 6: Discussion

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hospitality is an important part of Emirati Culture. Think about what 
makes the UAE a very welcoming and hospitable country. Discuss with your 
classmates and take notes.
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Activity 5: Using Your Creativity

Answers will vary, should mention essentials like 
water, food, fuel, blankets if in the winter, tents, etc.
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Activity 5: Using Your Creativity
Imagine that you were part of a 
camel caravan traveling in the 
desert. What would you need to 
carry? List or draw at least 5 items 
you would need to bring with you.

_______________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Activity 6: Discussion

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hospitality is an important part of Emirati Culture. Think about what 
makes the UAE a very welcoming and hospitable country. Discuss with your 
classmates and take notes.
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes. 

Students can create a board with pictures showing 
acts of hospitality.

Students can draw or bring in a picture of a camel. 
They can label its parts and talk about why and how 
camels are well-suited to live in the desert?   

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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 Life in the
 Desert

Oasis

Lesson 6
Vocabulary

oasis source

Warm Up: Brainstorm

• identify the features of an oasis
• understand the importance of an oasis for people 

living in the desert
• understand the importance of date palms and 

dates grown in the oasis

transport falaj

palm frond

An oasis is a place in the desert that has water. Compare the picture of the 
oasis with the picture of the desert in the last lesson.  Discuss with class and 
takes notes.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.2.02.009
Locates and describes physical features of the earth 
(e.g., oceans, mountains, valleys)  
 
MSC.2.3.02.004
Describes various ways in which people depend on 
the physical environment  
 
MSC.3.1.01.008
Appreciate that, although people in the past may 
have lacked modern technology and resources, they 
were as creative and inventive as people today  
 
MSC.2.1.02.005
Identifies traditions in a community (e.g., food, 
hospitality, weddings, celebrations, etc.)  
  
MSC.3.1.02.006
Describes important traditions and norms in the 
society  

MSC.3.1.02.005
Describe ways in which selected artefacts (e.g. 
cooking and eating utensils, coinage, items of 
furniture) have changed or remained the same 
over time, and how they relate to their present-day 
counterparts  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Oasis
•	 source
•	 transport
•	 falaj
•	 palm
•	 frond

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Identify the features of an oasis
•	 Understand the importance of an oasis for 

people living in the desert
•	 Understand the importance of date palms and 

dates grown in the oasis

Teachers are responsible for previewing any material 
and images from any online sources and assuring 
that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Life in the
 Desert

Oasis

Lesson 6
Vocabulary

oasis source

Warm Up: Brainstorm

• identify the features of an oasis
• understand the importance of an oasis for people 

living in the desert
• understand the importance of date palms and 

dates grown in the oasis

transport falaj

palm frond

An oasis is a place in the desert that has water. Compare the picture of the 
oasis with the picture of the desert in the last lesson.  Discuss with class and 
takes notes.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Following is the suggested order of activities for this lesson 
with the SLOs they cover:   

7.0 Life in the Desert Oasis-Brainstorm MSC.2.2.02.009 Locates 
and describes physical features of the earth (e.g., oceans, 
mountains, valleys)  
 
7.1 Life in the Desert Oasis-Check Your Understanding  
MSC.2.3.02.004 Describes various ways in which people depend 
on the physical environment  
MSC.3.1.01.008 Appreciate that, although people in the past may 
have lacked modern technology and resources, they were as 
creative and inventive as people today  
 
7.2 Life in the Desert Oasis-Matching Activity  
MSC.2.1.02.005 Identifies traditions in a community (e.g., food, 
hospitality, weddings, celebrations, etc.)  

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

MSC.3.1.02.006 Describes important traditions and norms in the 
society  
 
7.3 Life in the Desert Oasis-Critical Thinking MSC.3.1.02.005 Describe 
ways in which selected artefacts (e.g. cooking and eating utensils, 
coinage, items of furniture) have changed or remained the same over 
time, and how they relate to their present-day counterparts  
 MSC.3.1.01.008 Appreciate that, although people in the past may 
have lacked modern technology and resources, they were as creative 
and inventive as people today  
 
7.5 Life in the Desert Oasis-Using Your Creativity MSC.2.3.02.004 
Describes various ways in which people depend on the physical 
environment  
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THE DESERT OASIS AS 
SOURCE OF LIFE

Plants, animals, and people live near oases. In the past, caravans 
stopped to rest at oasis towns, towns in or near an oasis.

Travellers got water at an oasis. They sold products they made or 
brought from coastal towns. Travellers bought dates, food and other 
things from people in the oasis towns. 

Water in the oasis brought life to 
the area.  Oasis towns formed as 
people settled near the water.

People in the oasis towns got 
water in different ways. They 
collected rainwater in small 
pools. They dug wells to get 
underground water. 

Water was carried from wells 
through water channels called 
falaj. Water was used by farmers 
to grow plants for food and to 
raise animals

Oasis

Falaj bringing water to a farm

Date palms are one of the most important crops grown in oases. In the 
past, dates were an important food for people living in the desert. The city 
of Al Ain started as an oasis town.

Dates from date palms were an important food for people in the desert.  
But, date palm trees were used for more than food. 

Palm trees gave shade from the hot sun. People used the palm tree leaves, 
called palm fronds, to make things like mats, baskets and other items.  
Some people used palm fronds to build their homes. Homes made from 
palm fronds were called Barasti houses. 

Inside of a Barasti House

THE LIWA DATE FESTIVAL
Liwa is an oasis area that has date farms. 
Every year Liwa has a Date Festival. The 
festival shows how important dates and 
date trees are to the people of the UAE and 
to the Emirati culture. 

  Hundreds of date farmers come to the 
festival to sell their dates.  There is a 
market that sells products made from date 
palms.  People can buy Emirati deserts 
made from dates. Date Farms in Liwa
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  Unit 3 Lesson 6Lesson Text
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THE DESERT OASIS AS 
SOURCE OF LIFE

Plants, animals, and people live near oases. In the past, caravans 
stopped to rest at oasis towns, towns in or near an oasis.

Travellers got water at an oasis. They sold products they made or 
brought from coastal towns. Travellers bought dates, food and other 
things from people in the oasis towns. 

Water in the oasis brought life to 
the area.  Oasis towns formed as 
people settled near the water.

People in the oasis towns got 
water in different ways. They 
collected rainwater in small 
pools. They dug wells to get 
underground water. 

Water was carried from wells 
through water channels called 
falaj. Water was used by farmers 
to grow plants for food and to 
raise animals

Oasis

Falaj bringing water to a farm

Date palms are one of the most important crops grown in oases. In the 
past, dates were an important food for people living in the desert. The city 
of Al Ain started as an oasis town.

Dates from date palms were an important food for people in the desert.  
But, date palm trees were used for more than food. 

Palm trees gave shade from the hot sun. People used the palm tree leaves, 
called palm fronds, to make things like mats, baskets and other items.  
Some people used palm fronds to build their homes. Homes made from 
palm fronds were called Barasti houses. 

Inside of a Barasti House

THE LIWA DATE FESTIVAL
Liwa is an oasis area that has date farms. 
Every year Liwa has a Date Festival. The 
festival shows how important dates and 
date trees are to the people of the UAE and 
to the Emirati culture. 

  Hundreds of date farmers come to the 
festival to sell their dates.  There is a 
market that sells products made from date 
palms.  People can buy Emirati deserts 
made from dates. Date Farms in Liwa
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2:  Matching Activity      
Water brought life to an oasis. As you read the text again:

Underline 
reasons 

travellers 
stopped at 

an oasis.  
(try to find at 

least 3)

 Circle ways 
that people in 
the oasis got 

water.  
(try to find at 

least 3)

Serving dates is a tradition in the Emirati culture.  Dates are an important 
product in the UAE. There are date farms in oases areas such as Al Ain and 
Liwa. Date farms grow different kinds of dates.

Have you seen dates growing on date palms in the UAE? Why do the dates 
look different at different times of the year?

Dates ripen in four stages:
 Stage 

1:
KHALAL: Firm green skin with a bitter taste.

 Stage 
2:

BESSAR:  firm skin turns yellow

 Stage 
3:

ROTAB:
The skin becomes softer and the inside very soft and sweet. 
The yellow skin starts turning brown. 

 Stage 
4:

TAMAR: Fully ripe and dried dates that are very sweet and juicy.
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1. Reasons travellers stopped at an oasis is 
shelter, rest and food. 

2. Ways that people in the oasis got water: 
They collected rainwater in small pools. 
They also dug wells to get underground 
water. Water was transported from valleys 
and wells through old water channels 
called Falaj.
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Activity 2: Matching
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Activity 1: Check Your Understanding Activity 2:  Matching Activity      
Water brought life to an oasis. As you read the text again:

Underline 
reasons 

travellers 
stopped at 

an oasis.  
(try to find at 

least 3)

 Circle ways 
that people in 
the oasis got 

water.  
(try to find at 

least 3)

Serving dates is a tradition in the Emirati culture.  Dates are an important 
product in the UAE. There are date farms in oases areas such as Al Ain and 
Liwa. Date farms grow different kinds of dates.

Have you seen dates growing on date palms in the UAE? Why do the dates 
look different at different times of the year?

Dates ripen in four stages:
 Stage 

1:
KHALAL: Firm green skin with a bitter taste.

 Stage 
2:

BESSAR:  firm skin turns yellow

 Stage 
3:

ROTAB:
The skin becomes softer and the inside very soft and sweet. 
The yellow skin starts turning brown. 

 Stage 
4:

TAMAR: Fully ripe and dried dates that are very sweet and juicy.
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Pic 1 – stage 2

Pic 2 – stage 4

Pic 3 – stage 3

Pic 4 – Stage 1

Al
l r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. N

o 
pa

rt
 o

f t
hi

s 
ba

ge
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

, s
to

re
d 

in
 a

 re
tie

va
l s

ys
te

m
 o

r t
ra

ns
m

itt
ed

 in
 a

ny
 fo

rm
 o

r b
y 

an
y 

m
ea

ns
 w

ith
ou

t p
rio

r p
er

m
iss

io
n 

in
 w

rit
in

g 
of

 th
e 

pu
bl

ish
er

. 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. N
o 

pa
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

ba
ge

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
, s

to
re

d 
in

 a
 re

tie
va

l s
ys

te
m

 o
r t

ra
ns

m
itt

ed
 in

 a
ny

 fo
rm

 o
r b

y 
an

y 
m

ea
ns

 w
ith

ou
t p

rio
r p

er
m

iss
io

n 
in

 w
rit

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pu

bl
ish

er
. 



133

Grade 2
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies

130
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

2  Match the stages with the pictures of dates in each stage.
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2  Match the stages with the pictures of dates in each stage.
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking 
People in the past used natural resources to make things they needed. Write what you think 
each item used in the past in the UAE was made from and used for.

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking

All items made from different part 
of the palm tree, fronds, stalks, 
leaves, etc.

Pic 1 basket, pic 2 boat, pic 3 fan, 

pic 4 walls and roof of a house, pic 
5 mat, pic 6 container
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Activity 3: Critical Thinking 
People in the past used natural resources to make things they needed. Write what you think 
each item used in the past in the UAE was made from and used for.

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________

Made from:_______________________

Used for: _______________________
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Activity 5: Using Your Creativity
Draw a picture of people in an oasis town making money from 
travellers. Use information from this lesson in your drawing.
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Activity 5: Using Your Creativity
Draw a picture of people in an oasis town making money from 
travellers. Use information from this lesson in your drawing.
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes. 

The teacher can have students review the 
vocabulary related to the oasis, desert and coastal 
areas by showing them pictures and having them 
identify the features of each area.

Students and teacher can bring in dates or date 
products for tasting. The teacher can highlight what 
stage the dates are in and how they are of different 
kinds.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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Lesson 7

Vocabulary

tolerance generosity

Warm Up: Brainstorm

• learn about the present day UAE  
•  understand the difference between man-made 

and natural features 
• understand the importance of tolerance in a 

community

charity institutions

man-made feature natural feature

What places have you visited in the UAE? What places 
do you think other people like to visit? Try to name one 
place of each type. 

Shopping Centre
_______________________

Park
_______________________

Museum
_______________________

Amusement Park

_______________________

Restaurant
_______________________

Other
 ____________________________
 ____________________________
____________________________

 SPECIAL
 PLACES IN

THE UAE
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.4.01.008
Identifies institutions that are part of economic 
systems  
 
MSC.1.1.01.007
Recognise that humans different and why this is to 
be welcomed and respected  
 
MSC.3.2.02.003
Describes roles and responsibilities of leaders  
 
MSC.2.2.01.004
Identifies, compares and contrasts man-made and 
natural features in one’s area (e.g., rivers, lakes, 
parks, buildings, roads)   
  
MSC.1.1.01.011
Identify ways to be understanding towards others  
   
MSC.2.5.01.006
Actively participates in group discussions, class 
debates, with teachers and peers about various 
Social Studies topics  
 
MSC.1.1.01.010
Understand they must treat others how they wish to 
be treated themselves  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Tolerance
•	 generosity
•	 charity
•	 institutions
•	 man-made 

feature
•	 natural feature

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Learn about the present day UAE 
•	 Understand the difference between man-made 

and natural features 
•	 Understand the importance of tolerance in a 

community

Teachers are responsible for previewing any material 
and images from any online sources and assuring 
that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 Modern-Day
UAE

Lesson 7

Vocabulary

tolerance generosity

Warm Up: Brainstorm

• learn about the present day UAE  
•  understand the difference between man-made 

and natural features 
• understand the importance of tolerance in a 

community

charity institutions

man-made feature natural feature

What places have you visited in the UAE? What places 
do you think other people like to visit? Try to name one 
place of each type. 

Shopping Centre
_______________________

Park
_______________________

Museum
_______________________

Amusement Park

_______________________

Restaurant
_______________________

Other
 ____________________________
 ____________________________
____________________________

 SPECIAL
 PLACES IN

THE UAE
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Following is the suggested order of activities for this lesson 
with the SLOs they cover:   

8.0 Modern-Day UAE-Brainstorm MSC.2.4.01.008 Identifies 
institutions that are part of economic systems  
 
8.1 Modern-Day UAE-Concept Check MSC.1.1.01.007 Recognise 
that humans different and why this is to be welcomed and 
respected  
MSC.3.2.02.003 Describes roles and responsibilities of leaders  

8.2 Modern Day UAE-Application Activity  MSC.2.2.01.004 
Identifies, compares and contrasts man-made and natural 
features in one’s area (e.g., rivers, lakes, parks, buildings, roads)   

8.3 Modern Day UAE-Your Opinion  MSC.2.2.01.004 Identifies, 
compares and contrasts man-made and natural features in one’s 
area (e.g., rivers, lakes, parks, buildings, roads)   
 

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags

8.4 Modern-Day UAE-Reflection MSC.1.1.01.011 Identify ways to 
be understanding towards others  MSC.1.1.01.007 Recognise that 
humans different and why this is to be welcomed and respected  

8.5 Modern-Day UAE-Knowledge Activity  MSC.2.5.01.006 Actively 
participates in group discussions, class debates, with teachers and 
peers about various Social Studies topics  
MSC.1.1.01.010 Understand they must treat others how they wish to 
be treated themselves  

8.6 Modern-Day UAE- Use Your Creativity MSC.1.1.01.010 Understand 
they must treat others how they wish to be treated themselves  
MSC.1.1.01.011 Identify ways to be understanding towards others  
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MODERN-DAY UAE

Nowadays, the UAE is a modern, developed country. After oil was 
discovered in the UAE, the wise leaders used the money from selling oil to 
help the people. They built roads, hospitals, schools, and other important 
institutions. 

What makes the UAE special?  

UAE’s People

People that live 
in the UAE come 
from more than 
200 countries in 
the world. Peace 
and tolerance 
among all people 
makes the UAE a 
very special place. People of the UAE

 UAE’s Cities: 

The UAE has 
modern and 
developed cities. 
There are tall 
buildings, parks, 
hotels, museums, 
amusement parks, 
and other places 
that people like to 
visit. Ferrari land

Astronaut Hazza Al Mansoori

UAE’s Achievements: The 
UAE seeks to be a leader 
in the fields of science and 
space. The astronaut Hazza 
Al Mansoori was the first 
Emirati to reach space on 
25 September, 2019. Khalifa-
Sat was the first satellite 
made by Emiratis sent into 
space.  

UAE’s Generosity: 
The UAE government 
offers help to people 
in other countries. 
Charity organizations 
such as the Emirates 
Red Crescent also 
help people in other 
countries to build 
hospitals and schools.

In 2021, the UAE 
made history 
as the first Arab 
country to 
reach Mars. The 
Emirates Mars 
mission, named 
the Hope probe, 
reached Mars 
on February 
9th. 
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MODERN-DAY UAE

Nowadays, the UAE is a modern, developed country. After oil was 
discovered in the UAE, the wise leaders used the money from selling oil to 
help the people. They built roads, hospitals, schools, and other important 
institutions. 

What makes the UAE special?  

UAE’s People

People that live 
in the UAE come 
from more than 
200 countries in 
the world. Peace 
and tolerance 
among all people 
makes the UAE a 
very special place. People of the UAE

 UAE’s Cities: 

The UAE has 
modern and 
developed cities. 
There are tall 
buildings, parks, 
hotels, museums, 
amusement parks, 
and other places 
that people like to 
visit. Ferrari land

Astronaut Hazza Al Mansoori

UAE’s Achievements: The 
UAE seeks to be a leader 
in the fields of science and 
space. The astronaut Hazza 
Al Mansoori was the first 
Emirati to reach space on 
25 September, 2019. Khalifa-
Sat was the first satellite 
made by Emiratis sent into 
space.  

UAE’s Generosity: 
The UAE government 
offers help to people 
in other countries. 
Charity organizations 
such as the Emirates 
Red Crescent also 
help people in other 
countries to build 
hospitals and schools.

In 2021, the UAE 
made history 
as the first Arab 
country to 
reach Mars. The 
Emirates Mars 
mission, named 
the Hope probe, 
reached Mars 
on February 
9th. 
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Activity 1: Concept Check
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Activity 1: Concept Check Activity 2:  Application Activity
Complete the sentences using words from the box.

visit tolerance Red Crescent astronaut improve

1. Hazza Al Mansouri is the first Emirati  _______________________________________ .

2.
The Emirates  _________________________________________ is an example  
of a charity organization in the UAE.

3.
People in the UAE live together in peace  
and ____________________________________________ .

4.
The wise leaders of the UAE used money from selling oil  

to _____________________________________________ the lives of people.

5.
Tall buildings, parks, hotels, museums and amusement parks are 

places that people like to _____________________________________________________.

Challenge Question.
‘Do you have students from other countries in your class? Which countries?

The UAE has man-made and natural 
features that people like to visit.  A 
man-made feature is something that 
is made by humans like buildings and 
forts. A natural feature is something 
that is formed by nature like mountains 
and lakes.

 Choose whether each 

picture is a man-made or 

natural feature.  

man-made natural

Jabal Hafeet, Al Ain

Kalba Fort, Sharjah Sheikh Zayed Mosque, Abu Dhabi

man-made natural man-made natural
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Complete the sentences using words from 
the box.

1. astronaut     

2. Red Crescent     

3. tolerance     

4. improve     

5. visit     

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 

All rights reserved. N
o part of this bage m

ay be reproduced, stored in a retieval system
 or transm

itted in any form
 or by any m

eans w
ithout prior perm

ission in w
riting of the publisher. 



  Teacher’s Guide

144Unit 3 Lesson 5

Activity 2: Application
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Activity 1: Concept Check Activity 2:  Application Activity
Complete the sentences using words from the box.

visit tolerance Red Crescent astronaut improve

1. Hazza Al Mansouri is the first Emirati  _______________________________________ .

2.
The Emirates  _________________________________________ is an example  
of a charity organization in the UAE.

3.
People in the UAE live together in peace  
and ____________________________________________ .

4.
The wise leaders of the UAE used money from selling oil  

to _____________________________________________ the lives of people.

5.
Tall buildings, parks, hotels, museums and amusement parks are 

places that people like to _____________________________________________________.

Challenge Question.
‘Do you have students from other countries in your class? Which countries?

The UAE has man-made and natural 
features that people like to visit.  A 
man-made feature is something that 
is made by humans like buildings and 
forts. A natural feature is something 
that is formed by nature like mountains 
and lakes.

 Choose whether each 

picture is a man-made or 

natural feature.  

man-made natural

Jabal Hafeet, Al Ain

Kalba Fort, Sharjah Sheikh Zayed Mosque, Abu Dhabi

man-made natural man-made natural
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Natural, man-made, man-made.

Al
l r

ig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
. N

o 
pa

rt
 o

f t
hi

s 
ba

ge
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

pr
od

uc
ed

, s
to

re
d 

in
 a

 re
tie

va
l s

ys
te

m
 o

r t
ra

ns
m

itt
ed

 in
 a

ny
 fo

rm
 o

r b
y 

an
y 

m
ea

ns
 w

ith
ou

t p
rio

r p
er

m
iss

io
n 

in
 w

rit
in

g 
of

 th
e 

pu
bl

ish
er

. 
Al

l r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. N
o 

pa
rt

 o
f t

hi
s 

ba
ge

 m
ay

 b
e 

re
pr

od
uc

ed
, s

to
re

d 
in

 a
 re

tie
va

l s
ys

te
m

 o
r t

ra
ns

m
itt

ed
 in

 a
ny

 fo
rm

 o
r b

y 
an

y 
m

ea
ns

 w
ith

ou
t p

rio
r p

er
m

iss
io

n 
in

 w
rit

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pu

bl
ish

er
. 



145

Grade 2
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies

142
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

Activity 3:  Your Opinion Activity 4:  Reflection
Think about your favourite place in the UAE. 

What is it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is it a man-made or natural feature? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What emirate is it in? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is it your favourite?    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are people from more than 200 countries living in the UAE. Peace 
and tolerance among all people makes the UAE a very special place.  

Circle the best answer to have peace and tolerance. 

1.

Never speak to others if they are different from you. 

 Agree  Disagree

2.

Respect other people no matter where they come from. 

 Agree  Disagree

3.

Think only of yourself and your family without caring for others. 

 Agree  Disagree

4.

Do to others as you wish others to do to you. 

 Agree  Disagree
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Activity 3:  Your Opinion Activity 4:  Reflection
Think about your favourite place in the UAE. 

What is it?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is it a man-made or natural feature? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What emirate is it in? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is it your favourite?    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are people from more than 200 countries living in the UAE. Peace 
and tolerance among all people makes the UAE a very special place.  

Circle the best answer to have peace and tolerance. 

1.

Never speak to others if they are different from you. 

 Agree  Disagree

2.

Respect other people no matter where they come from. 

 Agree  Disagree

3.

Think only of yourself and your family without caring for others. 

 Agree  Disagree

4.

Do to others as you wish others to do to you. 

 Agree  Disagree
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Activity 4: Reflection

1. Never speak to others if they are 

different from you. (  )

2. Respect other people no matter where 

they come from. (  )

3. Think only of yourself and your family 

without caring for others. (  )

4. Do to others as you wish others to do to 

you. (  )
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Activity 5: Knowledge Activity Activity 6:  Use Your Creativity
Draw a picture that shows an act of tolerance.Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s once said:

“To treat every person,  
no matter what his creed or 
race, as a special soul, is a 
mark of Islam.”

HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

Discuss the meaning of this quote with a partner and take notes. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 5: Knowledge Activity Activity 6:  Use Your Creativity
Draw a picture that shows an act of tolerance.Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s once said:

“To treat every person,  
no matter what his creed or 
race, as a special soul, is a 
mark of Islam.”

HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

Discuss the meaning of this quote with a partner and take notes. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Formative assessment can be carried out by 
teacher’s observation of students’ performance on 
the activities with the tagged SLOs. Tagged SLOs can 
be found above in the Lesson Description with SLO 
Tags and Notes. 

Students can work on creating flash cards 
representing the different kinds of Natural Features 
(Lakes, rivers, deserts, sand dunes, mangroves)  
ideos included in the resources.

To expand on the topic of man-made vs. natural 
features and on the topic of the UAE being a modern 
country, students can bring in pictures of themselves 
in different places here in the UAE (e.g. Theme 
Parks, the beach, malls..etc) and discuss the topics 
further in class.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Remedial Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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 UAE
 Heritage

Project

Lesson 8

Vocabulary

heritage

traditional

• identify some Emirati traditional sports and 
games that are played now and in the past

• understand the history and origin of these 
sports.

endurance
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Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs):

MSC.2.5.01.005
Creates a poster, a graph, an artifact, a chart for a 
theme or topic (with or without technology) related 
to Social Studies  
 
MSC.3.1.02.003
Identify and explain the meaning of national and 
other symbols currently found in the UAE and 
compare them with symbols in the past  
 
MSC.3.1.01.008
Appreciate that, although people in the past may 
have lacked modern technology and resources, they 
were as creative and inventive as people today  

Key Vocabulary

•	 Heritage
•	 traditional
•	 endurance

Lesson Objective 

By the end of the lesson, students will:
•	 Identify some Emirati traditional sports and 

games that are played now and in the past
•	 Understand the history and origin of these 

sports.

Teachers are responsible for previewing any material 
and images from any online sources and assuring 
that visual and verbal content is suitable for 
students. 

Materials/ Resources/ Technology
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 UAE
 Heritage

Project

Lesson 8

Vocabulary

heritage

traditional

• identify some Emirati traditional sports and 
games that are played now and in the past

• understand the history and origin of these 
sports.

endurance
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Following is the suggested order of activities for this lesson 
with the SLOs they cover:   

9.1 Activity 1 MSC.2.5.01.005 Creates a poster, a graph, an artifact, 
a chart for a theme or topic (with or without technology) related 
to Social Studies  
 
9.2 Activity 2 MSC.3.1.02.003 Identify and explain the meaning 
of national and other symbols currently found in the UAE and 
compare them with symbols in the past  
 
9.3 Activity 3  MSC.3.1.01.008 Appreciate that, although people 
in the past may have lacked modern technology and resources, 
they were as creative and inventive as people today  

Suggested distribution of activities and SLO Tags
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
You will create a PowerPoint Presentation about 
traditional Emirati sports and games. 

Project Steps: 

Step 1:
Read information about Traditional Emirati 
sports and games

 Step 2:
Find out information about one of the 
traditional games

 Step 3: Organize the information

 Step 4:  Make PowerPoint slides

 Step 5: Add a slide about a traditional Emirati game

 Step 6: Add pictures to your PowerPoint presentation.

 Step 7: Present your PowerPoint to your class.

TRADITIONAL EMIRATI SPORTS AND GAMES

People in the UAE have fun and interesting traditional 
sports and games. Traditional sports and games are 
ones played in the past. People still play these sports 
and games today. People created traditional sports and 
games with what they had around them in nature.

Falconry: One traditional sport is falconry. Falconry is 
training falcons to hunt for people. Falcons have been 
used for hunting in the UAE for almost 2,000 years. Now, 
falconry is a sport. Training a falcon requires skill and 
patience.

Write three facts about falconry.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Falcon Training

149148
Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates Copyright © Ministry of Education – United Arab Emirates

Moral, Social & Cultural Studies  |  Grade 2  |  Term 1

  Unit 3 Lesson 8

Three Facts about Falconry: 

•	 Falconry is training falcons to hunt 
for people. 

•	 Falcons have been used for hunting 
in the UAE for almost 2,000 years. 

•	 Now, falconry is a sport. 

•	 Training a falcon requires skill and 
patience.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
You will create a PowerPoint Presentation about 
traditional Emirati sports and games. 

Project Steps: 

Step 1:
Read information about Traditional Emirati 
sports and games

 Step 2:
Find out information about one of the 
traditional games

 Step 3: Organize the information

 Step 4:  Make PowerPoint slides

 Step 5: Add a slide about a traditional Emirati game

 Step 6: Add pictures to your PowerPoint presentation.

 Step 7: Present your PowerPoint to your class.

TRADITIONAL EMIRATI SPORTS AND GAMES

People in the UAE have fun and interesting traditional 
sports and games. Traditional sports and games are 
ones played in the past. People still play these sports 
and games today. People created traditional sports and 
games with what they had around them in nature.

Falconry: One traditional sport is falconry. Falconry is 
training falcons to hunt for people. Falcons have been 
used for hunting in the UAE for almost 2,000 years. Now, 
falconry is a sport. Training a falcon requires skill and 
patience.

Write three facts about falconry.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Falcon Training
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Three Facts about Camel Racing: 

Camel Racing:  In the past people used camels to travel 
long distances in the desert. Now camels are often used 
for racing as a sport. People, called jockeys, used to ride 
camels in the races in the past. Now, robotic jockeys ride 
the camels during their races. The robotic jockeys are 
controlled by the trainers who drive alongside the track in 
their cars.

 Write three facts about camel racing.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Horse racing: Like camel racing, horse racing is very 
important in Arab culture and history. One of the most 
famous horse races, the Dubai World Cup, is held in the 
UAE. 

Horse races are not always for speed. In endurance 
racing, horses go for long distances. The World Endurance 
Championship is held in the UAE.

 Write three things about horse racing.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

camel racing horse racing
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•	 People, called jockeys, used to ride 
camels in the races in the past. 

•	 Now, robotic jockeys ride the camels 
during their races.

•	 The robotic jockeys are controlled by 
the trainers who drive alongside the 
track in their cars.
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Three Facts about Horse Racing: 
Camel Racing:  In the past people used camels to travel 
long distances in the desert. Now camels are often used 
for racing as a sport. People, called jockeys, used to ride 
camels in the races in the past. Now, robotic jockeys ride 
the camels during their races. The robotic jockeys are 
controlled by the trainers who drive alongside the track in 
their cars.

 Write three facts about camel racing.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Horse racing: Like camel racing, horse racing is very 
important in Arab culture and history. One of the most 
famous horse races, the Dubai World Cup, is held in the 
UAE. 

Horse races are not always for speed. In endurance 
racing, horses go for long distances. The World Endurance 
Championship is held in the UAE.

 Write three things about horse racing.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

camel racing horse racing
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•	 One of the most famous horse races, 
the Dubai World Cup, is held in the 
UAE. 

•	 Horse races are not always for speed. 
In endurance racing, horses go for 
long distances. 

•	 The World Endurance 
Championships is held in the UAE.
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Traditional games: Some traditional games are Al Teela, 
Habil Al Zaibal, Al Dusays, Al Zubout, Al Karabi and Al 
Miryhana. They are a part of the history and culture of the 
UAE.

Search for information about UAE traditional games. Choose 
one game and write how the game is played. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Traditional games: Some traditional games are Al Teela, 
Habil Al Zaibal, Al Dusays, Al Zubout, Al Karabi and Al 
Miryhana. They are a part of the history and culture of the 
UAE.

Search for information about UAE traditional games. Choose 
one game and write how the game is played. 
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Activity 1: Gap fill Activity 2: Matching 
Complete the sentences by putting the correct number in the blank. 

1. ghaf tree 2. caravans 3. dates

4. national 5. barasti 6. camel

7. Bedouins 8. falaj 9. oasis

1. Ghaf trees can live for up to 120 years and are the_________________ tree of 
the UAE. 

2. The ______________lives where there is underground water.

3. The _______________was called the “ship of the desert” because it carried 
people and goods. 

4. In the past, people travelled through the desert on camels in 
_______________  for safety. 

5. People called __________________lived in the desert and moved from place 
to place with their camels.

6. A place in the desert that has water is called an_______________ .

7. Water from valleys and wells was carried though water channels 
called___________ to oasis towns.

8. One of the most important products grown in the oases and nearby 
farming villages is ____________  

9. Homes made from palm fronds were called _________________ houses. 

Match the word with the meaning. 

Word Meaning

charity
Being friendly and 
generous to guests.

tolerance

Beliefs and things 
people do that are 
passed on from 
parents to children.

transport
Giving help and 
kindness.

tradition

Take or carry things 
from one place to 
another.

generosity

Accepting others 
even if they are 
different.

hospitality
Giving to people in 
need.
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Activity 1 : Completion

1.	 Ghaf trees can live for up to 120 years and 
are the national tree of the UAE. 

2.	 The Ghaf tree lives where there is 
underground water.

3.	 The camel was called the “ship of the 
desert” because it carried people and 
goods. 

4.	 In the past, people travelled through the 
desert on camels in caravans  for safety. 

5.	 People called bedouins lived in the desert 
and moved from place to place with their 
camels.

6.	 A place in the desert that has water is 
called an oasis.

7.	 Water from valleys and wells was carried 
though water channels called falaj to 
oasis towns.

8.	 One of the most important products 
grown in the oases and nearby farming 
villages is dates.   

9.	 Homes made from palm fronds were 
called Barasti houses. 
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Activity 1: Gap fill Activity 2: Matching 
Complete the sentences by putting the correct number in the blank. 

1. ghaf tree 2. caravans 3. dates

4. national 5. barasti 6. camel

7. Bedouins 8. falaj 9. oasis

1. Ghaf trees can live for up to 120 years and are the_________________ tree of 
the UAE. 

2. The ______________lives where there is underground water.

3. The _______________was called the “ship of the desert” because it carried 
people and goods. 

4. In the past, people travelled through the desert on camels in 
_______________  for safety. 

5. People called __________________lived in the desert and moved from place 
to place with their camels.

6. A place in the desert that has water is called an_______________ .

7. Water from valleys and wells was carried though water channels 
called___________ to oasis towns.

8. One of the most important products grown in the oases and nearby 
farming villages is ____________  

9. Homes made from palm fronds were called _________________ houses. 

Match the word with the meaning. 

Word Meaning

charity
Being friendly and 
generous to guests.

tolerance

Beliefs and things 
people do that are 
passed on from 
parents to children.

transport
Giving help and 
kindness.

tradition

Take or carry things 
from one place to 
another.

generosity

Accepting others 
even if they are 
different.

hospitality
Giving to people in 
need.
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Activity 2: Matching 

Word answer Meaning

4 charity 5
 Being friendly
 and generous to
 guests

2 tolerance 4

 Beliefs and
 things people do
 that are passed
 on from parents
 to children

3 transport 6
 Giving help and
kindness

4 tradition 3
 Take or carry
 things from one
place to another

5 generosity 2
 Accepting others
 even if they are
different

6 hospitality 1
 Giving to people
 in need
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Activity 3:  Multiple Choice
Choose the correct word to complete the sentence. 

1.

Hazza Al Mansouri is the first __________________from the UAE.

 ɮ merchant  ɮ astronaut  ɮ sailor

2.

The Red Crescent is an example of a(n)  ______________ organization in 
the UAE.

 ࠦ educational  ࠦ charity  ࠦ health

3.

An example of a man-made feature is a(n) __________________. 

ɮ island ɮ mountain ɮ fort

4.

An example of a natural feature is a(n)______________________.

ࠦ valley ࠦ house ࠦ fort

Notes

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Activity 3: Multiple Choice

1.	 Hazza Al Mansouri is the first 
__________________from the UAE.

|   merchant   |   astronaut   |   sailor   |

2.	 The Red Crescent is an example of a(n)  
______________ organization in the UAE.

|   educational   |   charity   |   health   |

3.	 3. An example of a man-made feature is 
a(n) __________________. 

|   island   |   mountain   |   fort   |

4.	 An example of a natural feature is 
a(n)______________________.

|   valley   |   house   |   fort   |
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Students presentations will be an opportunity for 
formative assessment. 

Students can show their Presentations as part of 
National Day festivities.
Students can talk about traditional games from their 
own country.  

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Extension Opportunities
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Activity 3:  Multiple Choice
Choose the correct word to complete the sentence. 

1.

Hazza Al Mansouri is the first __________________from the UAE.

 ɮ merchant  ɮ astronaut  ɮ sailor

2.

The Red Crescent is an example of a(n)  ______________ organization in 
the UAE.

 ࠦ educational  ࠦ charity  ࠦ health

3.

An example of a man-made feature is a(n) __________________. 

ɮ island ɮ mountain ɮ fort

4.

An example of a natural feature is a(n)______________________.

ࠦ valley ࠦ house ࠦ fort

Notes
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Glossary

Accepting other points of view: Respecting the opinions and views of other people

Angry: Annoyed and upset; on edge

Appreciative: Aware of the value of people and things

Archaeologist: Someone who studies bones, tools and other remains of ancient 
people to find out about what life was like for them.

Artefact: An object, usually one of historical or cultural interest, made by a human 
being.

Bad treatment: Treatment that makes someone feel dissatisfied and sad

Balanced Diet: A diet consisting of a variety of different types of food and providing 
adequate amounts of the nutrients necessary for good health.

Behaviour: The way people act; a person’s conduct and morals

Blending in: Involvement in the community

Bored: Uninterested; experiencing dullness

Care: To look after something or someone

Caring: Looking after people and things

Challenge: A task that requires effort and perseverance to complete successfully.

Class motto: Set of ideas and values that guide your decisions and actions.



162

Collage: An artwork that comprises different objects and pictures placed together 
to create a new picture.

Commitment: Working hard to perform the required tasks and necessary duties 
within the specified time frame

Compassionate: Tender; gracious; has a spirit of solidarity

Confused: Troubled or puzzled; unsure about something

Cooperation: Help; participation; working together

Cooperative: Helpful; works with others

Creative: Being able to make new and original things.

Culture: The shared identity of a country, community or nation, including its stories, 
values, customs, traditions and arts.

Dallah: A traditional pot used to brew Arabic coffee.

Decent behaviour: Good and polite behaviour

Dhow: An Arabian boat or sailing vessel, used in pearl fishing.

Diet: The kinds of food that a person habitually eats.

Different: opposite

Dig: The effort to carefully uncover and remove artefacts.
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Duty: What someone has to do

Emotion: A strong feeling.

Evidence: Something that proves that something else exists or is genuine and true.

Excited: Fidgety; feeling a strong desire to do something

Feedback: Information about a person’s performance on a task.

Friendly: Loving

Good listener: Someone who listens attentively

Good treatment: Treatment that makes someone feel satisfied and happy

Happy: Joyful; glad; satisfied

Heart rate: The speed at which the heart beats.

Helpful: Cooperative ; does things for other people

Heritage: The shared history of a country, community or nation, including its beliefs, 
stories, traditions and values.

History: Past events.

Ignorance: Lack of knowledge or understanding

Improving at: To make positive changes that aim to enhance performance in a 
given area.
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Intangible: Things that you can not touch.

Interpret: To work out the meaning of a symbol or code.

Inventive: Being able to think of new ideas or new processes.

Inventor: A person who creates or builds something new and original.

I respect the law: I follow the rules of the law; I apply the law

Leadership: Ability to guide a group of people towards a common goal

Loving: Friendly; showing love and care

Making mistakes: The natural occurrence of making an error.

Meal: A quantity of food that satisfies your appetite.

Museum: A place where interesting objects are on display for people to see.

Negative feedback: Negative words made about a person’s work that do not help 
the person to make changes to improve their work.

Negative feeling: A feeling of sadness, injustice and discomfort

Origin: Where something comes from or begins.

Oryx: Animal with two big horns from the antelope family.

Other people’s needs: The things that other people require
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Pattern: A recurring form or design used for decoration.

Perseverance: Doing something despite difficulty with the view to achieving 
success.

Personal freedom: Being able to act, behave and think with your own free will

Positive feedback: Positive words that recognize a person’s effort and work related 
to a task. These positive words often act as a motivator for the person to continue 
applying good effort.

Positive feeling: Feeling joy, happiness and comfort

Pride: Taking pleasure from or valuing achievements, qualities or virtues

Productivity: Achieving or gaining a lot from working hard and effectively

Readiness: Being prepared and ready to do something

Resilience: The ability to go back to positive feelings after difficult times.

Resilient: Being able to go back to positive feelings after difficult times.

Respect: Considering and appreciating other people’s feelings

Responsibility: Doing a task because you gave a commitment to do it or because 
you should do it; accepting the consequences of your actions

Responsible: Able to make the right decisions.

Sad: Unhappy; in low spirits

Scared: Afraid
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Share: Tell someone else about something.

Shy: Feeling bashful; timid

Similar: Has common qualities with others

Site: An archaeological site is a place where evidence of ancient life has been 
found.

Skills: Capabilities

Strength: An area or skill that a person often enjoys and experiences success in.

Support: Assistance; help

Supportive: Someone who provides help, assistance, or encouragement.

Symbol: A visual representation of an idea; a sign that represents something else.

System: Aware of the value of people and things

Tangible: Things that you can touch.

Tasks: Work or jobs that need to be done

Team: A group of individuals who work together to achieve a common goal

Tolerance: Forgiveness and maintaining good relationships

Tradition: Customs and beliefs passed on from parents to children.
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Treating others as they treat us: Exchanging things with others in a fair way; 
giving and taking evenly

Trying hard: Applying effort and determination to a task or situation.

Understanding: Accepting and believing what other people say or think

Unique: Has own qualities; doesn’t resemble anyone else

Working hard: Applying hard work and effort to a task.

Bait: Food used to attract fish when fishing 

Caravan : Traveling in groups for safety

Century : one hundred years

Charity : Helping people in need 

Decade : ten years

Dhow: A kind of wooden boat used in the UAE

Endangered : Few animals left in the world

Endurance: Doing something difficult and lengthy 

Export : taking goods to another countries to sell

Fisherman: A person who catches fish for a living
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Generosity : Being kind and giving

Heritage: Traditions, beliefs and things that are passed from parents to children. 

Hospitality : Treating guests in a friendly and generous way 

Make a living : To earn the money to pay for needs

Merchants : A person who makes money from trading goods

Natural features : Natural parts of earth such as mountains, valleys, seas, oceans 

Natural resources : Resources from nature water that can be used by people such 
as water, oil and land 

Oasis : A place in a desert that has water

Tolerance : Understanding and accepting others even if they are different

Trade : Buying and selling goods

Tradition : Beliefs and things people do that are passed on from parents to children 

Transport: Taking or carrying things from one place to another

Trap : A tool that is used to catch animals



Vocational Qualification

Diploma / Postgraduate Diploma

(2-3 years)

(3-5 years)

(2 years)

(3-4 years)

Bridging 
Program

Postgraduate Diploma / Applied Sciences
(1-2 Years)

Joining 
Work

Continuous Education

LiteracyApplied 
Stream

General and 
Academic Stream

Home 
Schooling

Vocational Education and 
Development Centre

Education System in the United 
Arab Emirates

Doctorate Degree / Applied  Sciences

Master’s Degree / Applied Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree / Applied Sciences



(2 years) (2 years)

(3-5 years)

Elite Program (Grades 5-8)
Top 10 percent of students in national test scores

Ages 10-14 (4 years)

Kindergarten Ages 4-6 (not compulsory)
Nursery/ Care Ages 0-4 (not compulsory)

Grades 5-8 
Ages 10-14 (4 years)

Grades 1-4 
Ages 6-9 (4 years)

(4-5 years)

(3-4 years)

Advanced University 
Enrollment
(3 years)

Top 10 percent 
of students in 

national test scores
Applied Technology 

Secondary School Program

The Ministry coordinates with national higher education institutions to admit students in various majors in line with the needs of the labour 
market and future human development plans. Higher Education institutions also determine the number of students that can be admitted 
according to their capabilities, mission and goals. They also set the conditions for students’ admission to various programmes according 
to the stream they graduated from, the levels of their performance in the secondary stage, and their results from the Emirates Standard 
Assessment Test.

Integration and coordination between General and Higher Education systems allow for the approval and calculation of school 
study courses within university studies according to the school stream and university specialisation, which reduces the duration of 

university studies.

Postgraduate Diploma
(1-2 year)

Postgraduate Diploma
(1 year)

Master’s Degree Master’s Degree

Doctorate Degree

Cycle 2

Cycle 1

Early Childhood

Dual Degree
Bachelor’s / Master’s 

Bachelor’s Degree / Applied Sciences Bachelor’s Degree

Cycle 3 / Secondary Stage

Grades 9-12 Ages 14-18 (4 years)
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Hybrid education in the Emirati school

Within the strategic dimension of the 
Ministry of Education’s development plans 
and its endeavor to diversify education 
channels and overcome all the challenges 
that may prevent it, and to ensure continuity 
in all circumstances, the Ministry has 
implemented a hybrid education plan for all 
students at all levels of education.

Study Plan
Pre-

kindergarten/ 
kindergarten

Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3

School 
learning

e-learning

  







   

- -Direct

Self

Channels for obtaining a textbook:

Electronic units


