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Choose the best answer 

1. What is the main source of energy for homes and factories in the United States? 

A. solar collectors                                      C. peat 

B. wood                                                      D. electrical power plants 

2. What forms fossil fuels? 

A. a chemical reaction between water and the soil 

B. acid rain 

C. the compression of ash from a volcanic eruption 

D. the decayed remains of ancient plants and other organisms 

3. Before vegetation is converted to coal, a dark, organic material called ….. is formed. 

A. Oil                        B. lignite                    C. anthracite               D. peat 
Peat is a dark, organic substance formed as microorganisms decay sediments 

4. How are oil and natural gas formed? 

A. Microscopic ocean animals and algae die and fall to the seafloor where they are buried 

and decay. Over time, chemical reactions form oil and natural gas. 

B. Coal is melted into oil by magma under Earth's surface. Once it reaches the surface, it 

becomes natural gas. 

C. water to form oil. Natural gas is formed when oil is burned. 

D. Oil and natural gas are not formed, they are manufactured. 

 

5. Why do oil and natural gas move upward toward the surface of Earth? 

A. Geothermal activity forces oil and natural gas toward the surface 

B. Oil and natural gas do not move toward the surface 

C. They are less dense than the surrounding rock and pore water contained within small 

spaces in the rock. 

D. Oil and natural gas are more dense than the surrounding rock and therefore rise to the 

surface 

6. Harmful waste produce by burning fossil fuels is called 

A. Pollution                                    C. smudge 

B. radioactive waste                       D. mud 

7. What is formed when gases released by burning oil and coal mix with water in the 

air? 

A. acid rain                  B. dew                C. smog                 D. dirty snow 

8. Today's car has …. that reduce the amount of pollutants released in car exhaust. 

A. Mufflers                                             C. exhaust converters 

B. catalytic converters                            D. filters 



9. Fossil fuels cannot be replaced by natural processes in less than 100 years. They are 

classified as 

A. Precious                   B. nonrenewable          C. renewable         D. expensive 

10. Sun, wind, and water are all examples of __________ because they can be replaced 

by natural processes in less than 100 years. 

A. renewable resources                                    C. alternative energy resources 

B. inexpensive resources                                 D. clean energy sources 

11. Solar energy is obtain from 

A. Wind                        B. the Sun                   C. rivers           D. stars 

12. What is one drawback of using solar cells to make electric? 

A. They are hard to use.                                C. They cause pollution. 

B. They are not reliable                                D.  They are expensive 

13. What element is used a solar cell? 

A. Carbon                   B. calcium                 C. silicon          D. iron 

14. __________ uses water to produce electricity. 

A. solar power                                              C. wind power 

B. hydroelectric power                                 D. hydrothermal power 

15. Water that soaks into the ground and collects in small spaces between bits of soil 

and rock is called 

A. Groundwater                 B. freshwater              C. surface water    D. drinking water 

16. Water pollution that cannot be traced to an exact location is called a 

A. Spill                  B. runoff                      C. nonpoint source     D. wetland 

17. What is the process where large quantities of soil and rock are moved to get to a 

material called? 

A. Panning            B. mining                   C. clearing                   D. erosion 

18. According to the graph, which is the second highest area 

of natural gas consumption? 

A. Industry 

B. electric power 

C. commercial 

D. residential 

19. What is a fossil fuel? 

A. fossils capable of burning 

B. a fuel originating from the remains of ancient life 

C. a renewable resource 

D. fossilized remnants of a fire 

 



20. A geyser is formed when groundwater is heated by magma. What type of energy 

source is this? 

A. Geothermal             B. hydroelectric             C. solar           D. fossil fuels  

21. What is one disadvantage of nuclear energy? 

A. Deep wells must be dug 

B. Land can flood and disturb wildlife 

C. Nuclear wastes contains cancer-causing materials 

D. Mining can pollute surface water 

22. What is an advantage of wind power? 

A. Winds aren't steady. 

B. Only a few regions have enough wind to generate electricity on a large scale. 

C. It pollutes the environment 

D. It produces no waste products. 

23. Which is a nonrenewable resource? 

A. Sunlight                                                 C. natural gas 

B. Wind                                                      D. geothermal energy 

24. Which of the following is the first step in water purification? 

A. Water is filtered by sand and gravel. 

B. Water is chemically treated. 

C. Water is pumped to consumers. 

D. Water is run through a settling basin 

25. Which form of coal is the hardest, and cleanest burning? 

A. Peat                                                                C. lignite 

B. Bituminous                                                    D. anthracite 

 

 


