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TheBestThingintheWorld

1) Onceuponatime,therewerefourbrotherswholivedinafarawayland.Their

fatherwasanoldking.Onedayhesaid,"Iwillnotlivelongnow.Todayyoumust

startoutintotheworld.Inayear,bringbackthebestthingyouhavefound.Theone

whocanpickthebestthingshallbethenewking."

2) Thefirstbrothersaid,"Iwilllookineverycityortown.IwillbuythebestthingI

canformyfather."Thenexttwobrotherssaid,"Wewillbothgoonfastshipsover

thesea.Wewillfindsomethingbetter."Thelastbrothersaid,"Iamgoingtoaskthe

peoplehereinourownlandtotellmethebestthing."Theotherthreebrothers

begantolaugh."Thenyouwillneverbeking!"Theysaid.Thelastbrotherstartedoff.

3) Whenhehadgoneaboutsixmiles,hemetaman."Whatdoyoucarryinthose

bigbags?"heasked."Thebestthingintheworld,"saidtheman."Thesearefullof

thegoodnutswhichfallfrommyfivenuttrees.""Idon'tthinkthatwouldwork,"

saidthebrothertohimself,"Imusttryagain."Thebrotherwentonanotherseven

miles.Hefoundasmallbrownbird.Ithadbeenhurt,soheputitinhiscoatwhereit

couldkeepwarm.Ashewenton,hesawalittlegirlcrying.Herantomeether."Why

areyoucrying?"heasked.

4) "Iwanttogetsomewaterfromthewell,"shesaid."Weusesomuch.Wedrink

coldwater.Wewashtheclothescleanwithhotwater.ButIdonotknowhowtopull

itup.Pleaseshowme."Thebrothersaid,"HoldthisbirdandIwillhelpyou.Itdoes

notflyaroundanymorebecauseitgotitswinghurt.""Thankyou.Whataprettybird!"

shesaid."Iwishyouwouldgiveittome.Ifyouwillletmekeepit,Iwillalwaysbe

verykindtoit.Iwilltakecareofitmyself.Iwillmakeitgrowwellagain.""Yes,you

mayhaveit,"saidthebrother.Sohegaveherthebirdandwenton.

5) Atnight,hewenttosleepunderaroundyellowhaystack.Whenitwaslight

againhewalkedon.Everydayhewouldwalkeightortenmiles.Heaskedthepeople



aboutthebestthingintheworld.Somesaiditwasbesttosing.Somesaiditwas

besttorunandjumpandplay.Somesaidthegreengrasswasbest.Somelikedthe

redandblueandwhiteflowersbest.Onemansaidthebestthingwastorideablack

horse.

6) Healwaysstoppedtohelppeoplewhoneededit.Soonhemademanyfriends.

Allthepeoplebegantolikehim.Theywouldsay,"Seetheregoestheking'sson.He

wouldbejusttherightkindofkingforus."Everydoorwasopentohim.Thepeople

wouldcalltohimtostop.Theywouldaskhimtocomeandeatwiththem.Afterhe

ate,hewouldsitdownandreadtothechildren.Afterheread,heshowedthemhow

todrawandwrite.Monthswentby.Hestillhadnobeautifulthingtotaketohis

father.Justbeforetheyearwasdone,hewenthomeagain.Thetimecamewhen

thekingcalledhissonstogether.

7) "Whatdidyoubring?"Heaskedthemall.Theotherbrothershadmanybeautiful

things."Andwhatdidyoubring?"saidthekingtothelastbrother.“Thisistoofunny!"

saidtheotherbrothers."Hehasnothing!"Butthekingwaskindtothelastbrother.

"Whatdidyoubringme?"thekingaskedagain."Ibringonlythefriendshipofyour

people,"saidthelastbrother."Thatisthebestthing!"criedhisfather."Youshallbe

thenewking."

1.Whatisthemainpurposeofthispassage?

A. topersuadethereadertobecomeakingatayoungage

B. toshowthereaderhowtobecomeaking

C. toinspirethereaderwiththetruemeaningofambition

D. toshowthereaderhowtofindthebestthing

2.Howdoesthethirdpersonpointofviewhelpthestory?

A. Itaddstotheking’snobleappearance.

B. Itrevealsmoreaboutallthecharacters’actionsandsayings.

C. Itcreatessenseofhumortothestory.

D. Itmakesthestorylessfictional.



3.Whydidthethreebrotherssaytotheirfourthbrother,"Thenyouwillneverbea

king"?

A. becausetheybelievedthatvaluablethingsmustbematerial

B. becausetheyknewwhattheirfatherwanted

C. becausetheyhadtoendtheyoungestbrother’sambition

D. becausetheywantedtoridiculetheyoungestbrother

4.Whatcouldthewriterhavedonetocreatemoresuspense?

A. usedthefirstpersoninsteadofthethirdpersonpointofview

B. changedthesettingtoalarge,busycity

C. addmorecharacterstothestory

D. includetheincidentsthathappenedtotheotherthreebrothers

5.Whatwastheking’smotiveforaskinghissonstobringthebestthingintheworld?

A. Hewantedtoquithisthrone.

B. Hewantedtochoosethebestking.

C. Hewantedhissonstoexplorenewlands.

D. Hewantedhissonstodiscovertheirabilities.

6.Whichofthefollowingbestdescribestheking’sattitudetowardthelastbrother’s

ideaofthebestthingintheworld?

A. surprised

B. disappointed

C. sympathetic

D. anxious

7.Whydidthepeoplethinkthatthelastbrotherwouldmakethebestking?

A. becauseheusedtoaskthepeopleaboutthebestthing

B. becausehetaughtthechildrenhowtodrawandwrite

C. becausehewasthesonoftheking

D. becausehehelpedpeoplewhoneededhim



Readingtext

1    AtMileZero,thewesternstartingpointofCanada’sNumber1HighwayinVictoria,British
Columbia,therestandsalife-sizebronzestatueofayoung,curly-headedlong-distancerunner.
Heiswearingaprostheticlimbwherehisrightleghadbeen,andtheexpressiononhisfaceisa
mixtureofpain,exhaustion,andsheerdetermination.Hehascancerandheisrunningagainst
time.Theyoungman’snameisTerryFox.

2    TerryStanleyFoxwasbornonJuly28,1958,andgrewupinPortCoquitlam,British
Columbia.Throughouthisschoolyears,hewasactiveinsports.Helovedbasketball,and
althoughhewastooshorttoqualifyfortheschoolteaminGrade8,hardworkandpersistence
earnedhimaplaceinthefollowingyear.InGrade12,heandhisbestfriendreceivedtheirhigh
school’sAthleteoftheYearaward.TerrywantedtobecomeaPhysicalEducationteacher,and
aftergraduatingfromhighschoolin1977,hebeganstudyingkinesiology1atSimonFraser
UniversityinBurnaby.

3    InDecember1976,Terryexperiencedsharppaininhisrightknee.ByMarchofthefollowing
year,thepainhadbecomesoseverethathewenttothehospital,wherehewasdiagnosedwith
osteosarcoma.Thisaggressiveformofbonecanceristhesixthmostcommoncanceramong
children;itparticularlyafflictsteenageboys.Terry’srightlegwasamputated15centimeters
abovetheknee,andheunderwentchemotherapy.Doctorsgavehima50percentchanceof
survival.

4    Aftertreatment,Terrymaderapidprogressasaresultofhispositivethinkingandthesame
determinationthathadservedhiminschool.Threeweeksaftertheamputation,hewaswalking
withaprostheticlimbandplayinggolfwithhisfather.Hisexperiencesduringthe16monthsat
theBritishColumbiaCancerControlAgencyfacility,however,lefttheirmarkonTerry.Watching
otheryoungcancerpatientssufferanddieawakenedadeepcompassioninhim,andhemadeit
hispersonalmissiontoraiseawarenessandfundsforcancerresearch.

5    InspiredbythestoryofanamputeewhoranintheNewYorkCityMarathon,Terrydecidedto
undertakehisowncross-Canadamarathon.Hisgoalwastoraise$24million,onedollarfor
everyCanadian.Hetrainedfor15months—initself,nosmallfeat.Toadjusttohisartificialleg,
hedevelopedahop-stepgaitthatwastobecomehistrademark.Thestrainonbothhisgoodleg
andthestumpofhisrightlegcausedbruises,blisters,andintensepain,whichhewasableto
overcomeafter20minutesorsoofrunning.InAugust1979,Terryranhisfirstmarathonin
PrinceGeorge,BritishColumbia;hecameinlast,buthisspiritwasundefeated.

6    InOctober1979,TerryappealedtotheCanadianCancerSocietyfortheirsupportinhis
cross-countryquest.Inhisletter,hewrotethefollowing.

Weneedyourhelp.Thepeopleincancerclinicsallovertheworldneedpeoplewhobelievein
miracles.Iamnotadreamer,andIamnotsayingthatthis[marathon]willinitiateanykindof
definitiveanswerorcuretocancer.Ibelieveinmiracles.Ihaveto.2

Inadditiontowritingtocorporationsfordonationstocoverhisexpenses,vehiclecosts,and
gear,Terryrequestedgovernmentgrantstopayforanartificiallimbthathecouldrunon.With
financialsupportinplaceandago-aheadfromhisdoctors,TerrysetoutonApril12,1980,from
theeastcoastatSt.Johns,Newfoundland.HebeganbydippinghislegintheAtlanticOcean
andfillingtwobottleswithoceanwater.WhenhereachedVancouveronthewestcoast,he



plannedtodiphislegagainandpouroneofthebottlesintothePacificOcean.Thecards
seemedstackedagainstTerry.Inthefirstdaysofhisrun,heencounteredgale-forcewinds,
heavyrain,andsnowstorms.Later,inthepeakofsummer,heraninextremeheatandhumidity.
HiscoursefollowedtheTrans-Canadahighway,wheredriverswerenotalwaysrespectfulof
Terryandhisteam.Running42kilometersadaytookanimmensetollonhisbody,butdespite
shinsplints,aninflamedknee,cystsonhisstump,dizzyspells,andtendonitis,Terrycontinued.

7    ThestrenuousdaysthroughNewfoundland,NovaScotia,PrinceEdwardIsland,New
Brunswick,Quebec,andOntariowerenotwithouttheirhighlights.Terrywasdisappointedwith
poorpublicreceptionatfirst,buthiscourageanddoggednesseventuallyattractedtheattention
ofcelebritiesandthemedia.UponlearningaboutTerry,thefounderoftheFourSeasonsHotels
andResorts,whosesonhaddiedofmelanoma,providedtheteamwithaccommodationand
food,pledgedtwodollarsforeverymilerun,andralliedothercorporationstoTerry’scause.By
thetimeTerryreachedMontrealonJune22,hehadcollected$200,000.OnJuly1,hearrivedin
OttawafortheCanadaDaycelebrationsandperformedtheceremonialkickoffataCanadian
FootballLeaguegametoastandingovation.Alongtheway,hewasjoinedbyNationalHockey
Leagueheroeswhopresentedhimwithchecks.Tirelessandundaunted,Terryspokeat
functionsandeventsarrangedbytheCanadianCancerSociety.Hisnamesoonbecamea
householdwordinCanada.

8    OnSeptember1,1980—143daysafterhebeganhisrun—acoughingfit,chestpains,and
shortnessofbreathforcedTerrytostopoutsideThunderBay,Ontario;heenteredthehospital.
Thecancer,heannouncedatapressconference,hadspreadtohislungs.Afewdaysafterhe
washospitalized,televisionbroadcasterCTVheldafive-hournationwidetelethonwithCanadian
andinternationalcelebrities,adding$10milliontothe$1.7millionTerryhadalreadyraised.With
5,373kilometersbehindhimand3,108togo,Terryhopedtobeatthecancerandcontinuehis
run.OnJune28,1981,onemonthbeforehistwenty-thirdbirthday,TerryFoxlosthisbattlewith
cancer.IntheeyesofCanadians,Terrydiedahero.

9    Tothisday,TerryFoxhasnotbeenforgotten.Organizationsandeventsallovertheworld
haveraisedmorethan$600millioninhishonor.Launchedin1981,theTerryFoxRuntakes
placeeverySeptemberonthesecondSundayafterLaborDayincommunitieslargeandsmall,
allacrossCanada.SupportedbytheTerryFoxFoundation,theeventisorganizedandrunby
volunteersandisopentoeveryone.TerryFoxlivesonasasymbolofcourageandasan
inspirationtodogoodintheworld.Themanystatutesandmonuments,buildingsand
organizationsthatbearTerry’snameareenduringremindersofwhatonepersoncanachieve
whenheputshisheartandmindtoatask.

1.Readthefollowingfromparagraph(3).

Terry’srightlegwasamputated15centimetersabovetheknee.

WhichofthefollowingisCLOSESTinmeaningtotheunderlinedword?

□cutoff

□cutout

□treated

□healed



2.Whichofthefollowingtechniquesisusedtosequenceeventsinparagraph(2)?

□timeorder

□ spatialorder

□ causeandeffect

□ comparisonandcontrast

3.WhichofthefollowingBESTdescribesterry’sattitudeinparagraph(4)?

□determined

□indifferent

□generous

□pessimist

4.Readthefollowingfromparagraph(8).

TerryFoxlosthisbattlewithcancer.

Whichfigureofspeechisusedabove?

□simile

□ metaphor

□ personification

□ Onomatopoeia

5.Readthefollowingfromparagraph(4).

Hisexperiencesduringthe16monthsattheBritishColumbiaCancerControlAgencyfacility,

however,lefttheirmarkonTerry.

Whatdoestheunderlinedwordreferto?

□ hisexperiences

□ hissufferings

□ hisagonies

□ donations

6.Readthefollowingfromparagraph(9).

SupportedbytheTerryFoxFoundation,theeventisorganizedandrunbyvolunteersandisopen
toeveryone.



WhichofthefollowingisCLOSESTinmeaningtotheunderlinedword?

□ Donate

□ Escalate

□ Aggravate

□ Participate

7.Inparagraph(6),whydoesthewriterusetheunderlinedphrase“Inadditionto”?

□ togiveareason

□ toconcludethetopic

□ toaddsomeinformation

□ tocontrastapreviousidea

8.HowdoestheauthoruselanguageefficientlytodescribeTerry’scharacter?

Supportyouranswerwithanexamplefromtheparagraph.

technique:

example:

.

9.Readthefollowingfromparagraph(9).

InspiredbythestoryofanamputeewhoranintheNewYorkCityMarathon,Terrydecidedto

undertakehisowncross-Canadamarathon.Hisgoalwastoraise$24million,onedollarfor

everyCanadian.Hetrainedfor15months—initself,nosmallfeat.

ImaginethatyouareTerryandrewritetheabovesentencesusingfirstpersonpointofview

showingyourfeeling.



Rewrite

Feelings

10.WhatlessondidTerryFoxteachusinthestory?Supportyouranswerwithadetailfrom

thetext.

lesson:

detail:


