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Usages preposition in Arabic sentences correctly has been always an issue for
non-native Arabic speakers. Even advanced learners of Arabic find prepositions
difficult, as a 1:1 translation is usually not possible. One preposition in your native
language might have several translations depending on the situation. This guide is a
participation to help learning when and which one to use in Arabic language.

For each preposition, you'll find a table of most usages and plenty of
examples. Some verbs in Arabic always come with specific preposition (s). That's
why, reading a lot and looking them up in a dictionary can be very helpful.

| looked in different references and dictionaries to came up with simple way
to deliver these information. | also used online Oxford dictionary to make
comparison between Arabic and English prepositions. There are translation for all
Arabic examples to help learners clear any confusing that might be in this area.

As you had notice, this edition is just a trail. You can use it for any education
purposes for yourself and for others (if you're a teacher) but not for commercial

usages.

We're in EVERYDAY-ARABIC commit to service Arabic language by fun and
new ideas. Have a visit to the website. We'll be pleasant to have you there.

http://everyday-arabic.com

If you find any mistake in this guide, or have suggestions that can
help developing this guide for future editions, please reach us via:

us@everyday-arabic.com

http:// everyday-arabic.com @
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Preposition usages

Jt

Example

L )

Translating

[1] To mark the
beginning of place

[2] To mark the
beginning of period of
time

[3] To get few out of
whole

[4] To compare - must
come after
comparative verb:

(Jonl — byl — bl — o)

[5] Indicating the
source or provenance
of someone or
something

[6] To show what
something is made of
or consist of
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the whole juice)
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Zayd walks from home
to the school

Zayd walks from 3
o'clock to the 5 o'clock

Zayd drank from the
juice

Zayd eats a little of food

Zayd doesn't have any
money

Zayd is taller than Noor

I'm from Palatine

I'm close to home

Watch sunrise from
here

This book is from Zayd

Don't be angry with her

A house out of wood

This is a novel in three
parts
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Preposition usages

Jts

Example

L )

Translating

[1] To mark the ending
of place

[2] To mark the ending
of period of time

[3] Indicating the
source or provenance
when comparing - must
come after
comparative verb:

(Joal = Gon ) — bl — dsb)

[4] Before the question

n il

Ol

[5] In the phrase
e JI”

[6] In the sense of until
— It comes before

b + o

w- -0~

o - P ’G/
s yad | ] el 0 0 e

o Felldl JI v ALl G ) iy

< - I

i I llagdl i Bl

4

»E)‘

,,,| o -

e [y I {

o & Q.. . o%

fon) addw O

S
(You can also say:
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You can use > instead of ol 61’1

Zayd walks from home
to the school

Zayd walks from 3
o'clock to the 5 o'clock

Reading is the most
favorite hobbies to
myself

School is closer to my
home

(To) where will Zayd go?

I'll take off now, see you
later

The mother sang the
baby to sleep
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Preposition usages
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Example

L)

Translating

[1] In a position touching
a surface

[2] To move
something/somebody to
the top of something

[3] To move
something/somebody OFF
the top of something

[4] To show the reason for
award or punish

[5] In the meaning of has
to/have to

[6] In the meaning of had
to

[7] In the sense of even

[8] In the phrase
IIJ./;;U géll

[9] To read a ratio

[10] To show somebody's
attitude or reaction to
something
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The picture is on the
wall

Zayd puts the book on
the table

The book fell off the
table

Zayd awarded the child
for his work

Zayd punished the child
for his work

The student has to
study

Zayd has to fix dinner

It's ok, don't mention it

The student had to
study

| like you even you do
mistakes

Zayd came on time

— = five by seven
7

This music isn't to my
taste

http:// everyday-arabic.com
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Preposition usages

Jb

Example

L)

Translating

[1] At a point within an
area or a space

[2] In movement into a
closed space

[3] during a period of time

months / seasons

- time of day

- year
- weekend

- telling the time

[4] To show a state or
condition

[5] To show somebody's
job or profession

[6] In the sense of
unpleasant and unkind
talk about somebody who
is not present

[7] In reading multiply
equation

Gag i 3 U3
£ 5 opials 1518 JUbY

Eji‘m (33 = 9
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a country in Africa

The kids were playing in
the street

It's in that drawer

Zayd at home

Zayd put the ball into
the box

in April

in morning

at night

in 1998

at the weekend

at half past six

The house is in good
repair

She's in computers.

Zayd said bad things
about you

2 X 3 = 6:2 multiplies
by 3 equal 6

http:// everyday-arabic.com
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Preposition usages Example Translating

[1] Talking about
something or someone

[2] To show
something/someone is
moving a distance from
somebody/something

[3] In the sense of doing
something on behalf of
someone

[4] To distinguish
between two people or
things

P
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The manager talked
about the project

Zayd walked away from
home

Zayd took the book of
the table

Zayd let down the prize

Stay away from me

You'll be late from work

| accepted the reward
on behalf of Zayd

| answered on behalf of
Zayd

| prefer swimming to
walking

Is Portuguese very
different from Spanish?
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Preposition usages

Jb

Example

L)

Translating

[1] Up to the point in time
or the event mentioned

Sl > ) (S

Zayd run to the tree

Zayd slept until the
afternoon

-
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Preposition usages

Jts

Example

Translating

[1] To describe
somebody/something
appearing to be
somebody/something else

[2] To describe the fact
that
somebody/something has
a particular job or
function

Ao

SIS Lasl 533
GeaS Sl 52
oA 13a Jlan! LSS,

wd 0.7
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Your skin is soft as a silk

He treats me as a friend

You can use that glass
as a vase

The news came as a
shock

-0 o
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Preposition usages

L )

Translating

[1] from a time in the past
until a later past time, or
until now

| didn't sleep for two
days

| haven't seen him in
years

http:// everyday-arabic.com
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Preposition usages Example Translating
- fo. & a _ .
r.LaJLo ) ESy G 3 Zayd wrote with the pen
oo iSisl | took him by the hand
(1] To sh oL.,;J.aJl.o ’3.3 'i:;f Zayd paints with brush
o show
something/somebody
. o g . Zayd sleeps with work
that are Jondl ey 293 l’l"'"' dlothes

used/touched/carried..etc

to do specific work
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[2] past -
somebody/something
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[3] To show the way in
which somebody does
something

Ao 2 v -

49){.5.’ EES) x_:.u-u.:

Zayd was hit by a stone
in his head

Zayd is thinking about
making a travel

Zayd went in a trip

Zayd passed by me

My home is beside the
pharmacy

with all my pleasure

Zayd finished his job
quickly

Zayd finished without
anyone helping

Zayd's swimming is
good

Zayd speaks fluently

Zayd eats quietly

| did it by mistake

I met him by chance

http:// everyday-arabic.com



[4] Used when swearing
to mean ‘in the name of’

[5] To show feeling

[6] To show caring

[7] To show things that
are combined

[8] To show the period or
guantity used for buying,
selling or measuring
something

[9] To show who or what
does, creates or causes
something

[10] To show how or in
what way something is
done

SUL el 2 3l

This expression is used in
slang as:

(8 Jb el 25 gLy
YTy - U}i;_ll tb

)1 6o - & o
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Do you swear?

Zayd felt pain

| feel happy

I'm proud of you

Zayd cares about his
wife

Zayd takes care of his
horse

Zayd sold the house
with its furniture

He sold the house with
10 thousands

We sell it by the meter

On behalf of the
company, we thank you

This book was written
by Zayd Al-Sayeg

A country rich in
minerals

A pool was filled by
water

http:// everyday-arabic.com



J

-

The usages when it comes before a NOUN
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Preposition usages

Jts

Example

L )

Translating

[1] To show who is
intended to have or use
something or where
something is intended to
be put

[2] To show a reason or
cause

[3] To show the person or
thing that is affected by
an action

[4] In the sense of wonder

[5] To obtain something

[6] To show the occasion
or time when something
happens

[7] To show a relationship
between one person or
thing and another

2y LSl (i
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This book is belong to
Zayd

Zayd gave a gift to her
wife

This book is mine

| forgave you for your
kind heart

Zayd went to buy a
medicine

Be careful with the
eyeglass

What have you done to
your hair?

How beauty !

How strange !

For more information,
call us

| lost for the second
time

I'm going away for three
days

The key to the door

The solution to this
problem

http:// everyday-arabic.com
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The usages when it comes before a PRESENT VERB

JESTIG JERuEn (W JUs a1
Preposition usages Example Translating

[1] To make a command RIS aelld

Note that: - Help other people

- you can alter (e sl =)

"preposition + verb" with

command verb) Llab J%UJ

- the verb has SUKOON o, Eat your food
(bbb s =)

[2] To show a purpose or é:é‘—! JS‘S Study to be succeed

a reason

Note that: the verb has . )

FATHA r.LujL[ gl.«a;.!:o_” Sl Caand I went school to learn

http:// everyday-arabic.com @



Avre You ready
for quick test?

VISLE:

http://www.everyday-arabic.com/2013/10/proposition-test_31.html
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If you have any question about preposition, follow us on twitter
and share with us your question or send us an email:

https://twitter.com/everyday_arabic

us@everyday-arabic.com
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